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Introduction

SAFETEALU specified that atropolitan transportation plans must include a discussion of types of
potential environmental tigiation activities, to be developed in consultatiorievighnalstate and

tribal wildlife, land management, and regulatory agéiiges to be at the policy and/or strategic
levels, not projedpecific.

To address thisMORPC has prepardds appendix to th€apitalWay$ransportation Plamhich
maps the common environmental issues and @seagsonmental mitigation strategi€his
appendix also includes some analysis of the number of specific projects near the various features.

The ODOT Office of Environmental Services took a lead role in consulting with environmental
resource agencies to obtain the data and discuss review Dfavifjortation Plang\s part of
MORP@ public participatioproces$MORPC includsthe environmental r@grce agencies on
Transportation Plarelated notices and announcements of document availability for review and
commenincluding this appendix

Methodology

There are three components to MORWPCGOs met hodol oc
environmental mitigan requirementF i r st , t hrough ODOTO6s consul tat:i
resource agencies and MORPCOs own data collectic

environmental features have been devel&@eahnd, a discussion of these is providediimglud
general strategies that are applied when a project is implemented that impacts a particular
environmental resource or featurhird, in aggregate, the number of projects that could impact the
various resourcesdtzeen summarizedNote that for thehird item, projects are very conceptual at
the Transpotation Plarstage.To advance any project to construgtiatilitional study and detailed
design will need to be completédr projectshatwill use staterdederal funds, this will include
detaibd environmentakudy in compliance with NER#Ad other federahd ODOT requirements.
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Common Environmental Issues

In consultation with the ODOT Office of Environmental Senfm@scommon environmental
issues have been identified for discussiorsifirdmsportation PlaAppendix. These are:

e Streams and Wetlands

o Threatene@dndEndangered Species
e Section 4(f) Land

e Cultural Resources

The following sections provide a brief description of each qgfrttegsthese issues for the MORPC
areaand discussitigation when projectsayimpact the environmental issue.

Streams and Wetlands

The MORPC area includasmerousvater resources including rivers, streams and potential

wetlands as shown in figures 1 andl@ny transportation projects may crossitor

alongside a stream or river or touch a wetlandlaréeese cases it is a goavoid, to the

fullest extent practicable, any activity that adversely impacts streams or wetlands during the
design, construction, or maintenance of the transpofttility As mostof the projects

in theTransportation Plawi | | use state or federal funds, t
Development Process (PDRYithin the PDPODOT strives taachieve th aboveyoal.

ODOT takes appropriate action throughoetRBPto avoid, minimize, and mitigate

impacts as required by federal, state, and local law. In the event that impacts to streams and
wetlands are unavoidable, ODOT considers a wide variety of mitigation strategies, which
always begins with evaluatiooemsite opportunities (e,gatural channel design

techniques, bankfull culverts, wetland creation, etc.) within the project work area. Once the
on-site (within the project area) resources are exhausted, the search for mitigation
opportunities may shift off-site, within one mile of the project area, followed by a search
within a specific-Bigit Hydrological Unit Code (HUC) watersfesk Figurs).

Mitigation opportunities may include mitigation banking, stream and wetland creation,
restoration, andfr preservation, and possibly even preservation of upland ddjtieent

to stream and wetland resources.

Impact analysis and mitigation are integral parts of the project development process. Early
review and analysis of project alternatives bat@gudnd resource agencies combined

with effective inteoffice coordination are required to develop successful transportation
projects.ODOT follows guidelines for the development of mitigation as required by the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)@hib Environmental Protection Agency

(OEPA). The USACE mitigation guidelines are outlined in the latest USACE Regulatory
Guidance Letter (RGL) @2, dated December 24, 200Rio EPA has specific guidelines

for wetland mitigatignvhichareincluded irthe Ohio Administrative Code Sections 3745

1-50 through 374554, 0The Wetl and Water Quality Stand
now being required for unavoidable impacts to streams there are currently no formal rules in
Ohio. Stream mitigation fprojects going through the Pi¥being accomplished on a
caseby-case basis and is negotiated with OEPA and USACP Ity T Gffice of
EnvironmentaBerviceg OES)through the prapplication/coordination and waterway

permit processes.
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OES in cooperation thi ODOT Districts, the ODOT Office of Real Estate, the ODOT

Office of Aerial Engineering, and project consultants cooetmdevelop all stream and

wetland mitigation project®€ DOTds gener al procedure for secu
stream and gtland impacts includes:

A. Determination of mitigation needs. The Ecological Survey Report (ESR) documents
these potential project impacts.

B. Analyze potential mitigation opportunities within the project area and/or close
proximity (one mile) or within a sfie 8Digit Hydrological Unit Code (HUC)
watersheds¢eFigure3 for HUC Watershed Map) where the impacts are anticipated
to occur. This may require a partnership between ODOT and various organizations
or individuals such as a watershed giemnservaan group, a local park district
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, or even a private landowner to secure
appropriate mitigation.

C. Develop preferred plan of action for mitigation

e Select mitigation site(s);fsite, oftsite, or mitigation barjks
¢ Provide funds to partnering organization for mitigation projects
e Pursue conservation easements

D. Develop conceptual mitigation plan/report.
E. Coordinate conceptual mitigation plan/report with resource andogdancies.

F. Submit approved conceptual gation plan/report with waterway permi
applications.

G. Develop final mitigation plan for submission to agencies priontid pe
authorization.

e Develop construction plans

e Procure conservation easements

¢ Provide funds to partnering agencies
e Procure credits 8ditigation Banks

H. Construct Mitigation Project.
I. Monitor Mitigation ProjectODOT performs post construction monitoring on all

mitigation sites for a minimum of&ars t@nsure successful development and to
meet waterway permit conditions.
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Figure 1: Scenic Rivers

The information shown on this map is compiled from various
sources made available to us which we believe to be reliable.
N:/arcgjs/core/tplan/gap/rivers 8x11.mxd March 2008
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Figure 2: Potential Wetlands

CapitalWay$ransportation Plan 6 May2008
Environmental Mitigation Appendix



