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STATE AGENCY DISTRICTS



 
 
February 21, 2008 
 
Dear Governor Strickland: 
 
Your effort to move Ohio’s economy forward and improve the welfare of Ohioans is admirable. Along with 

you, The Mid Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is also focused on improving central Ohio.  

As you may know, our members are comprised of local government officials and community leaders from 

central Ohio, who believe that working to build a better region is a step towards building a better Ohio.  

 

Regional efforts recognize geographic and government divisions and work cooperatively irrespective of 

those boundaries.  Regional cooperatives pool their resources to achieve an overall good for 

communities. 

 

As you review state agencies and programs, we hope that you will consider the consolidation of delivery 

mechanisms  and the reconstruction of services at the state level.  It is our belief that this action will 

prevent the duplication services and facilitate the conservation of economic resources. 

 

MORPC recognizes that providing Ohioans with critical services in an efficient and effective manner is 

essential to the economy of the state and is best accomplished when federal, state local governments 

and communities work together as a team. In keeping with that theme, enclosed please find a set of maps 

developed by MORPC on which state agency service districts and programs are displayed.  This 

information was compiled for the purpose of pinpointing consistencies and inconsistencies between 

geographical boundaries of services and programs delivered by and through various state agencies in 

Ohio. 

 
For organizational purposes the information is compiled around four general topics: 

 

• Economic Development 

• Human Services 

• Natural Resources 

• Safety 

 

As can be seen from the maps, unfortunately there are inconsistencies between most service areas.  This 

may be a product of the numerous delivery mechanisms that are currently in place.  Upon viewing our 

maps you will see the most dominant inconsistencies: 

 



• There is no consistency between Census metropolitan areas and any other boundaries. Census 

defined boundaries are units by which demographic and socio-economic data are readily available for 

analysis. 

 

• There is no consistency between Economic Development related agencies such as Department of 

Development, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Public Works, Workforce 

Development (ODJFS), or School Boards (ODE). 

 

• There is no consistency between Human Service related service areas. 

 

• There is no consistency between Natural Resource related service areas. 

 

• Only the National Guard and the Emergency Management Services have contiguous boundaries of 

the agencies directly involved with Safety. 

 

 

The information was compiled directly from state offices. We attempted to annotate the district purposes 

as best as possible. This information was not always available. Although we have made every effort to 

assure the accuracy of these boundaries, we are not completely sure of the comprehensiveness of this 

listing.   

 

One of the goals of this research was to elevate the conversation around the possibility of considering 

alternative service delivery models and/or considering consolidation of systems which services are 

distributed to mitigate duplication and discrepancies.  Our suggestion is reflective of the Ohio Department 

of Transportation’s 2008-2009 Business Plan, which calls for “efficient, cost-effective and reliable” means 

of servicing “citizens, businesses and travelers;” and comparable to Brookings Institute reports that 

indicate that regional organization  have much to offer in the way of combined resources. 

 

We hope that you find this information useful as you review state agency programs and services and 

continue your efforts to reinvigorate Ohio. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chester Jourdan, Jr. Executive Director, Mid Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

Cc: Lt. Governor Fisher 


