MORPC and Freight

Ohio has historically been a crossroads for transportation, especially when it comes to
freight. Central Ohio is strategically located within a one-day truck drive of 58 percent of the United
States’ population and 61 percent of its manufacturing. This historic proximity to people and jobs
has led the Columbus region to develop as a center for the logistical industry. Today,@ur location is
just as critical, but when coupled with the region’s efforts, central Ohio’s success
significant growth.
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g 2 inland port studies built upon the beginnings of our modern logistical industry
with the purp@se’of economic development in central Ohio. The studies described what we as a
Metropolitan Planning Organization could do to strengthen the logistical climate in the region.
Recommendations included infrastructure prioritizations, establishment of freight planning, building
better public/private partnerships, supporting councils of industry, and designating inland port
districts to concentrate efforts. Serious progress has been made on each of the recommendations
and they live on today.
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Resulting from the study, MORPC established freight districts and prioritized infrastructure
improvements. One way we have achieved these goals is through the creation of the Rickenbacker
Infrastructure Coordinating Committee. Committee membership included all levels of government
and industry in the area. The committee’s objectives were to coordinate and prioritize local projects
and to plan infrastructure investment in the Rickenbacker area. MORPC’s Rickenbacker Area Road
Network Assessment report, completed in 2007, has guided improvements in the ar
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formal master agreement binding together the partners of the Alum Creek interchange project.
Everyone recognizes the importance of making Rickenbacker a success and so has chosen to
cooperate; all of the partners recognize they have mutual goals that can be more quickly achieved
together.



While multi-jurisdictional cooperation and public/private partnerships are active and very
successful in central Ohio, we still have work to do. A major barrier to coordination and
implementation is funding limitations, including building a level of trust with the private sector to
attract the necessary seed funding for challenging projects. MORPC is currently working with the
Columbus Region Logistics Council on building a business case for infrastructure investment, and
working with developers to properly market infrastructure investments to their custo
overcome this barrier. These efforts are ever more important as infrastructure fu
more and more limited. This is also tied to our drive to educate our members rent innovative
financing techniques that might be able to fill potential funding gaps.




