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This document is a summary of

existing research of regional trends.

It is intended as a resource

document for the Regional

Connections visioning process.
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1. Executive Summary
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The central Ohio region is changing at a strong rate. This document—

the Regional Fact Book provides a glimpse of the critical phenomenon

acting across the seven counties of Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking,

Madison, Pickaway and Union. It looks at historical trends as well as

projections for the future.

The information contained herein provides a baseline of information for

the Regional Growth Strategy project and highlights the increased

interrelationships and interdependence of local communities and how more

than ever, change in one community can impact another—both positively

and negatively.

This document also makes it clear that there is no single, obvious

“driver” for what is happening in the region, rather it is the accumulation of

thousands of decisions—some local, some state or federal, some private—

that are fundamentally changing the face of the region.
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This book is a compendium of existing data and maps about the central

Ohio region. The existing conditions and trends documented in this report

provide a starting point for discussions about the future of the region as the

seven counties cooperatively formulate their Regional Growth Strategy.

Whenever possible, the conditions and trends are compared with

REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY

Regional Connections encompasses:

� Seven counties

� 21 cities

� 116 townships

� 59 villages

� 1,580,000 people
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other regions in Ohio and throughout the country to provide understanding
and context for what is happening in central Ohio. It is divided into ten
chapters including thisone. Thefollowing chapters include population,
employment and income, land useand development, transportation, diversity
and social equity, housing, education and workforce, economy, and
downtown Columbus.

Thedataused herein have been collected from a variety of resources
including the U.S. CensusBureau, MORPC, theGreater ColumbusChamber
of Commerce, and the Texas Transportation Institute, among others. Reports
and articles such asBeyond Merger, A CompetitiveVision for theRegional
City of Louisville, by theBrookings Institution Center on Urban and
Metropolitan Policy and Ohio Metropatternsby the Metropolitan Area
Research Corporation werevaluableresources for comparative information
on similar regions. MORPC prepared thematic mapsto illustratesomeof the
key trendsaffecting theregion.
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Thestudy areafor the Regional Growth Strategy--is thecentral Ohio
region. Throughout this document references are also madeto theCity of
Columbus, ColumbusCentral City, and downtown. All aredescribed below.

The Central Ohio Region

Thecentral Ohio region--also referred to as “theregion” is thesubject of
thisbook. It is comprised of thefollowing seven counties: Delaware,
Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, and Union. The3,577
squaremile region had a population of 1,581,066 in 2000.

Land Area in Square Miles by
County, 2000
(Source: MORPC)

County
Land Area in
Square Miles

Delaware 442
Fairf ield 505
Franklin 540
Licking 686
Madison 465
Pickaway 502
Union 437
Central Ohio Region 3,577


