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Dimensions of Sustainability:

Defining the Social

ÅWhat do the communities we want to live in look like?

ÅEnvironmental Sustainability

ÅEconomic Sustainability

ÅSocial Sustainability

ÅInvisible Faces in 

the Food System

ÅFarmers 

ÅConsumers





Sustaining our Farmers

ÅFarmland protection

ÅProfitability

ÅReproducing the next 

generation of farmers

ÅEnsuring a diversity of 

farm types and scales 

on the landscape



Consumers

Food Access

ÅFood Desserts
ïPoor access to healthy and affordable food

ïAffordability

ÅLow income, elderly, working families
ïMid Ohio Food Bank provides 43,000 meals for hungry 

people each day

ï1/3 of households have eat least one person employed

ï29% have chosen between food and rent. 

Food Quality & Safety

ÅHealth and Obesity

ÅFood Scares
CBS News Marietta, OH



Opportunities: Civic Agriculture

ñCommunity-based agriculture and food production activities that 
not only meet consumer demands for fresh, safe, and locally 
produced foods but create jobs, encourage entrepreneurship, 

and strengthen community identity.ò (Lyson 2004)

ÅAddresses: Economic, Environmental, Social, Cultural, and Political 
Aspects of our Communities

ïDollars circulate in the local economy

ïUses and enhances local resources and local knowledge to 
serve local markets and local consumers

ÅCharacteristics

ïDirect contact bt farmers and consumers 

ïAgriculture is oriented to local markets

ïHigh quality and value added products

ïAddresses urban and rural needs



Opportunities and Challenges for Implementing 

Civic Agriculture in Our Communities

Creating Markets and Increasing Food Access

ÅEducation & Community Organizing

ÅSales through Farmers market, CSAôs, road side

stands, locally owned restaurants and grocery stores

Å Urban agriculture/city farming, community gardening

ÅTapping into the diversity of Central Ohio 

Consumers and Farmers

Agriculture, Land Use and Food Access Policies

ÅFarmland Protection

ÅFood Policy Councils

ïWho is at the table?

ïLooking beyond traditional geographical 

and political borders

Multiple Problems Require Multiple Solutions


