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September 11, 2008 

 

 

Dear Summit Participants, 

 

Since our inaugural Summit on Sustainability and the Environment in November 2007, the ògreen 

movementó has gone mainstream. We now have our first 24 hour cable channel dedicated to               

eco-friendly living.  You can easily find organic food products at major grocery store chains. Green 

building features are now a sought-after amenity for new homes and office buildings.  

 

It is exciting to see this progress which is improving our quality of life and our stateõs prosperity. But 

our work is not done; in fact, weõve just started. At the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

(MORPC), we are thinking, imagining and collaborating every day to find new sustainable                    

opportunities that will make a difference in our environment, economy and community.  

 

Last year, MORPC launched our Center for Energy & Environment. This was a landmark event, and 

one that would not have been possible without the power of partnerships. Our sincere thanks and 

appreciation go out to American Electric Power, EMH&T and Ameresco for becoming founding              

members of the Center. Our founding members provide meaningful leadership and resources that 

allow the Center to be a reliable resource to local governments, businesses, non-profits, educational 

institutions and citizens. We also want to thank the Centerõs Advisory Council members and chair, 

James Schimmer, Director of Franklin County Economic Development and Planning.  Their                          

commitment and passion is invaluable. 

 

At this yearõs Summit our goal is to cultivate todayõs great discussions, ideas and visions into action. 

We see Fridayõs Knowledge to Action sessions as the seeds to long-term working groups housed at 

MORPC to address such key sustainable issues as land-use, transportation and local foods. We also 

hope that the Central Ohio Green Pact signing ceremony will encourage additional communities to 

commit to sustainable practices that will bring benefits today and for future generations. 

 

Thank you for being a part of this important Summit - the only event of its kind in Ohio.  It is about 

learning, sharing and building new connections. Together we can make a difference and help shape 

a future that is sustainable, prosperous and hopeful. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Chester R. Jourdan, Jr.   Erin Miller 

Executive Director   Director, Center for Energy & the Environment 

MORPC     MORPC  
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The Summit was made possible through collaboration, partnerships and financial support throughout Ohio. 

 

The Center for Energy & Environment at MORPC is thankful for sponsorship from the following:  
 

 

 

Founding Members 

 

 

 

 Lunch Host  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Reception Host Breakfast Hosts          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refreshment Break Hosts 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Trip Hosts 



4  

 

AGENDA 

SUSTAINABILITY & the ENVIRONMENT 

 

SUMMIT on 

Thursday, September 11, 2008 
 

Registration 8:00-9:00AM Registration will remain open all day for late-comers 

Exhibit Hall E 8:00AM-5:00PM  Open all day 

Continental Breakfast 8:00-9:00AM Sponsored by The Columbus Foundation, Green Fund 

Morning General Session 9:00-10:30AM Jenny Morgan, Leave No Child Inside Central Ohio Collaborative  

  Richard Louv, Author, òLast Child in the Woodsó 

  Columbus School for Girls performing òNature Needs Kidsó 

  *See page 5 for details 

Breakouts 10:45-11:45AM *See pages 8 & 9 for speakers and session descriptions 

Lunch General Session 12:00-1:30PM Sponsored by Columbia Gas of Ohio 

  Reid Ewing, Author, Growing Cooler 

  *See page 5 for details 

Refreshment Break 1:30-4:00PM Sponsored by Johnson Controls 

Exhibit Hall E 1:30-2:30PM Over 50 Exhibitors featuring green products and services 

  Book & CD signing  (Books & CDs available for sale) 
 

  Presentations 

 1:30-1:50PM   Kara Shell & Greg Delaney, OSU Pod House  

 1:50-2:10PM  Geoff Greenfield, Third Sun Solar and Wind Power 

 2:10-2:30PM  Shawn Malone, Continental Building Systems 

 1:30-2:30PM Table Topics: A variety of short presentations.  Stay the whole hour 

with one presenter or rotate between a few presenters for                 

15 minutes each - your choice! 

   Bike and Segway test-drives  

   Videos will loop throughout the day 

   Check out the latest green vehicles 

MORPC Commission Meeting    1:30-2:30 PM Located in room E150 

Breakouts 2:45-3:45PM  *See pages 10 & 11 for speakers and session descriptions 

Exhibit Hall  E 4:00-5:00PM Sponsored by COTA 

  Special Activities Include: 
New members Green Pact Signing Ceremony 

  Award raffle winners 

Local Food Evening Reception 5:00-6:30PM Sponsored by Bricker and Eckler LLP located at the North Market 
 

 

  * General Sessions are located on level 2 in Ballrooms 4-5  
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Featured Speakers 

Thursday, September 11 
Morning General Session 

 
Richard Louv, Author, òLast Child in the Woodsó 

Author of òLast Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder,ó and chairman of the 

Children & Nature Network, speaks about the transformation in the relationship between children and  

nature, how society is teaching young people to avoid direct experience in nature.  That unintended                  

message is delivered by schools, families, even organization devoted to the outdoors.  To stimulate òLeave 

No Child Insteadó movement, he offers practical suggestions for action by parents,  grandparents,                        

government agencies, conservationists, urban planners, educators and others concerned about the future 

of childhood and the earth itself. 
 

 

Lunch General Session 
 

Reid Ewing, Center for Smart Growth Research and Education 

Providing an overview of the new book òGrowing Cooler: The Evidence on urban Development and Climate 

Changeó, its findings and its implications for urban planning, land development, and public policy.  This 

book was developed as part of the Urban Land Instituteõs sustainability initiative, in cooperation with 

Smart Growth America, Center for Clean Air Policy, and National Center for Smart Growth Research and 

Education.  His talk will cover the evidence on urban development and its impacts on driving, and policy 

and program changes forthcoming at the local, regional, state, and federal levels to make green, compact 

neighborhoods more available and more affordable.   
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Friday, September 12, 2008 

Registration 8:00-9:00AM Registration will remain open all day for late arrivals 

Continental Breakfast 8:00-9:00AM Sponsored by MORPC RideSolutions 

Poster Session 8:00AM-2:30PM  Open all day 

General Session 9:00-10:30AM Frances Strickland, First Lady of Ohio  

Chrissy Bateman, Emily Mendenhall, Hannah Dunn,  
& Megan Liete, MORPC Youth Advisory Council  

*More details below 

Refreshment Break 10:30-11:30AM Sponsored by Schottenstein, Zox and Dunn 

Knowledge to Action Sessions 10:45-12:15PM  Sponsored by Franklin University 

  Professionally facilitated breakout sessions will divide attendees 

according to their interests.  

  *See page 13 for more details 
 

Lunch General Session 12:30-2:30PM  Panel moderated by Marshall McPeek, NBC4  

  Joe Valentino, City of Upper Arlington 

  Mark Shanahan, Ohio Air Quality Development Authority 

  Kate Bartter, The Ohio State University 

  Scott Griffin, Greif  

Featured Speakers 
Morning General Session 

Frances Strickland, First Lady of Ohio 

As First Lady of Ohio, Frances works on a number of initiatives.  In addition to serving as the chair of the             

Family and Children First Councils, she lends her help to work on education, the environment, renewable  

energy and inclusion.  Frances will introduce the Youth Advisory Council as well as ask them a series of             

questions about their thoughts on the future of Ohio. 
 

Chrissy Bateman, Emily Mendenhall (not pictured), Hannah Dunn (not pictured),  and Megan Liete,  
MORPC Youth Advisory Council 
Our success and failure today will ultimately be passed down, becoming the responsibility of each passing 

generation; this is why taking Action Today for a Better Tomorrow is so important.  Chrissy, Emily and Megan 

are 11th and 12th grade student  ambassadors representing the youth of central Ohio.  They understand the 

environmental issues facing our world and want to share with attendees their vision for the  future and how 

they intend to get there with your help.  
 

 

Lunch General Session 
 

Marshall McPeek, NBC4 

Joe Valentino, City of Upper Arlington 

Mark Shanahan,  Ohio Air Quality Development Authority 

Kate Bartter, The Ohio State University 

Scott Griffin, Greif (not pictured) 
 

Climate change is a complex issue and we are all just beginning to fully understand its many facets and           

implications.  Our panel consists of prominent heads of government, business and educational institutions 

who have each taken proactive steps to combat climate change in Ohio.  The audience will have the                     

opportunity to ask questions of the panelists.  Simply write your questions down on the paper provided at 

your table and event staff will collect them. 

 

AGENDA 
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Have you  registered for a Field Trip yet?               Saturday, September 13, 2008 

Please Note: Field Trip space is limited and registration will be awarded on a first come-first served basis.  
 

Cost: Experiential Field Trips have a cost to attend of $20 or is included on a first come-first served basis with              

general admission tickets to the Summit. Freebies are available at no cost. All Field Trips are open to the public. All 

Field Trip attendees (whether you have general admission tickets to the Summit or not) MUST register separately to 

ensure your participation in a Field Trip in order for MORPC to accurately account for group transportation. Trip  

details including start times and locations are available in the Field Trip Guideð please pick up your Field Trip Guide 

and confirm your selection at the registration desk. 
 

Experiential  
From Field to Fork  

Travel to a local farm to see how growers here in Ohio are working to meet our areaõs food demands, visit a farmers 

market, enjoy lunch made with food right here in Ohio and then complete the trip by seeing how food waste can be 

diverted from landfills through composting.  
 

Waste Stream   

Start your trip off at the Phoenix, a former landfill turned golf course, for lunch. Your trash and recycling doesn't just 

disappear from your curb, see where it really goes on this trip which will take you to the landfill, recycling              

center and more. The tour will finish up by learning about what products are being transformed from waste. 
 

Form and Function  

Everything is going green these days including the buildings where we live and work. This tour will take visitors 

through some of the most innovative green buildings located in central Ohio.  
 

Roll, Stroll Tour  

Be some of the very first visitors to see the new site of the Scioto Audubon Metro Park currently under construction 

in the heart of downtown on the Whittier Peninsula. Learn what makes this site special while keeping an eye out for 

beautiful birds that may be using the park as a pit-stop during migration.  Bring your bike for a ride down the Scioto 

Greenway Trail. 

 

Freebies  
Blueð Green Rally  
 

Join the BlueðGreen Alliance on the State House lawn for an educational rally for Good Green Jobs in Ohioð a 

cause we all can support!  The Statehouse event will feature labor leaders environmental leaders, and elected           

officials outlining their vision to òUnite, Relight, and Employó Ohio at this crucial time. A model wind turbine will be 

raised on the lawn of the statehouse. 
 

Complete Streets  

Help create a MORPC policy that addresses all modes of transportation on a system wide basis. The workshop will 

bring together experts and stakeholders to help initiate the policy development. A new MORPC Complete Streets            

policy will be produced as a result of this session which could be used by local governments as a springboard for 

their own programs.  


