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Drivers - Diversions

Powder River Coal Company  

1980

Nova Proposal   1998
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Great Lakes Charter of 1985

Federal Water Resources 

Development Act of 1986

Great Lakes Charter Annex 2001 

Great Lakes Agreements



Great Lakes – St. Lawrence River Basin 

Sustainable Water Resources 

Agreement

Great Lakes – St. Lawrence River Basin 

Water Resources Compact
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Key Elements of Agreement and Compact

Diversions

 All new or increased diversions prohibited.

 Exceptions:

Straddling communities

Communities in straddling counties

Intra-Basin transfers

 Exemptions:

Ballast water

Short-term fire fighting

Humanitarian needs

Great Lakes Agreements

Details: Diversions



Key Elements of Agreement and Compact

In-Basin Uses

 State, Provincial management and regulation.

 Use of common decision making standard. 

 State/Provincial flexibility for determining 

thresholds.

 State/Provincial opportunity to comment on all 

large new or increased consumptive uses.

Great Lakes Agreements

Details: In-Basin Uses



Key Elements of Agreement and Compact

Conservation and Efficiency

 Regional goals and objectives
 Development within 2 years. 

 State, Provincial goals, objectives, programs 
 Consistent with regional goals and objectives.

 Regional review every 5 years.

 Proposals 
 Conservation, efficiency measures.

 Conservation, efficient use of existing water 

supplies.

Agreement

Details: Conservation and Efficiency



 Ohio Legislation

 HB 416

 Effective Dec. 8, 2008

 Advisory Board

 June 2010

 Conservation (Voluntary)

 Baseline

 Regulatory

 Thresholds

Legal Basis



Managing our Water Resources in 

an Era of Climate Change
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Water Conservation

Water withdrawal assessment tool

www.miwwat.org

ELOHA

Science on water resources

Cumulative Impacts

Models Context

http://www.miwwat.org/


Assistance

Assistance Available

 Council of Great Lakes Governors

 312.407.0177

 www.cglg.org

 Ohio Department of Natural Resources

 Ted Lozier

 614.265.6728

Dick Bartz

USGS

614.430.7742

Next Steps ▪ Issues ▪ Resources

http://www.cglg.org/

