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Å Site

ÂRain gardens, green roofs, pervious pavers

ÅNeighborhood

ÂStreet networks, parking, mixed use

ÅMunicipal

ÂOpen space, infill development, trees

Green Infrastructure at 3 Scales



Land Use and Water Quality
Å Preserve: Protect and enhance natural features, such as 

undisturbed forests, meadows, wetlands, and other 
natural areas.

Å Recycle: Recycle land by directing development to 
already degraded land, e.g., parking lots, vacant 
buildings, abandoned malls.

Å Reduce: Reduce land consumption and  development 
footprint by using land efficiently. 

Å Reuse: Capture and reuse stormwater by directing it 
back into the into the ground through infiltration, 
evapotranspiration, or reuse.



Preserve

Å Preserve large, continuous areas of open space

Å Preserve sensitive ecological areas
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Recycle

Å Direct development to already degraded lands



Land Use and Water Quality
Å Preserve: Protect and enhance natural features, such as 

undisturbed forests, meadows, wetlands, and other 
natural areas.

Å Recycle: Recycle land by directing development to 
already degraded land, e.g., parking lots, vacant 
buildings, abandoned malls.

Å Reduce: Reduce land consumption and  development 
footprint by using land efficiently. 

Å Reuse: Capture and reuse stormwater by directing it 
back into the into the ground through infiltration, 
evapotranspiration, or reuse.



Reduce Imperviousness

Low Density Higher Density



Smart Growth and Water

Smart Growth Principles

Â Increased Density 

Â Transit and Pedestrian 

Accessibility 

Â Infill and Brownfield 

Development

ÂBridging Institutional 

Barriers
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