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Sustainable development is

òDevelopment that meets 

the needs of  the present 

without compromising the 

ability of  future generations 

to meet their own needs.ó

-- U.N. Brundtland 

Commission



If everyone on the planet lived as we do in the United 

States, we would need é.

SIX planets to support resource consumption



Why Buildings Matteré

Annuallyñ

= 43% of Carbon Emissions are from 
the operation (not including 
construction) of buildings

= 71% of Electricity goes to Buildings

= 40% of  Raw Materials are used for 
construction



The Disposability of 

Buildingsé

Å300 Billionsquare feet of  space 

today

Å82 Billiondemolished/ 

replaced by 2030 Retained73%

Demolished

27% 

Source: Brookings Institution

Demolition Projections: 2005-2030



10Years 

Demolition/construction energy equivalent to the 

energy needed to power California foré.



Demolition waste would fillé.

2600 Football

Stadiums

Photos: J. Lindberg



Buildings are the ultimate renewableresourceé


