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ÅBuilt in 1987 (bought in 1996)

ÅSome upgrades (furnace, air 

conditioner, water heater) done

ÅMany components and finishes were 

21 years old, and either tired or 

nearing conclusion of useful life

Flooring

Appliances





ÅAnd the lights!

ÅWe counted 138 bulbs (mainly 

incandescent, with a handful of old 

fluorescents)

ÅCumulative wattage:  Approximately 

7800! 

Å28 bulbs/nearly 1400 watts total in 

just the great room alone







ÅSignificant energy improvements possible

ÅDecided to replace the tired components

ÅAlso decided to do everything in as green

a manner as we could

ÅRecognized we really didnôt know what we 

were doingé 

ÅBut that our experience might have a 

lesson or two in it   



ÅNOT a LEED project 

ÅTried to respect basic LEED principles:

ïEnhanced energy efficiency

ïSustainable materials

ïRecycled/reused material

ïRegionally produced, where possible

ïLow VOC Coatings

ïImproved water efficiency

ïDiversion of waste material

ïMeasurement of results



ENHANCED ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY







EXISTING POSITIVES

ÅHigh efficiency Energy Star furnace and 

air conditioner (installed in 2001)

ÅProgrammable thermostat

ÅSolar tinted windows

ÅNewer high efficiency water heater

ÅGenerally favorable energy use pattern

Basically, a high ñBò



WATTWORKS RECOMMENDATIONS

ÅChange to energy efficient lighting, based on 
use patterns

ÅReplace appliances with Energy Star models 
(including dehumidifier)

ÅAdd seals to doors and attic entrance

ÅRepair gaps in insulation

ÅClose chimney flues when not in use




