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What Does Urban Development 
Have to Do with Climate 

Change?



Growth of VMT



Growth of the Urban Footprint



Another Hint



Is It Too Late to Develop in a 
Different Way?



2/3 rd of Development in 2050

¸U.S. population will grow to 420 million 
by 2050

¸89 million new or replaced homes

¸60 billion square feet of new offices, 
institutions, stores, and other 
nonresidential + 130 billion of replaced 
space



Is the Market Ready for Compact 
Development?



National Survey on Communities



More than Half of Americans

Å55% of Americans select the smart 

growth community and 45% select the 

sprawl community.

Å61% who think they will buy a house in 

the next three years are more likely to look 

for a home in a smart growth community 

rather than a sprawl community 39%.



Price Declines Greatest at Fringe
(2006 vs. 2007)



Foreclosures /10,000 units

Source: RealtyTrac, Center for Regional Analysis 


