
Welcome to MORPC’ s T ranspor ta tion Connections
Our premier issue, Transportation Connections  contains features that describe
the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s (MORPC) transportation planning
activities. Transportation Connections  is a publication from MORPC’s
Transportation Department and is designed to inform and educate t he public on
the region’ s transportation projects and programs.

Wha t is an MPO?
MORPC is the “metropolitan planning organization” (MPO) for cent ral Ohio. Every
urban area in the United States has an MPO. In Ohio there are 18.  The boundaries

are determined by federal regulations,
the governor with guidance from the Ohio
Department of Transportation and the
local jurisdictions.

MPO’s were created by Congress to ensure
the best use of federal transportation
funds to meet a region’ s needs.  Central
Ohio has two MPOs.  MORPC serves
Delaware and Franklin counties, Bloom
and Violet townships in Fairfield County ,
and Etna Township and Pataskala in Licking
County.  The Licking County Area
Transportation Study (LCATS), the MPO
for Newark, serves the remaining areas
of Licking County.

Through the MPO, policy makers determine
regional transportation related goals,
important issues, and projects and programs
to meet them.  This transportation planning
process is required for an area to receive
federal highway and transit funds.  This
process, known as the “3C” process, must
be Continuous, Cooperative and
Comprehensive.

The T ranspor ta tion Planning Pr ocess
The transportation planning process results
in two main products - the 20-year
Transportation Plan and the 4-year
Transportation Improvement P rogram (TIP).
It provides the justification for the
expenditure of federal funds for
transportation improvements in the region.

Did You Know?

The MORPC transportation
planning process allows for millions
of federal transportation dollars

to flow into the region.
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Wha t Ar e The Main Pr oducts
of  The Tr anspor ta tion

Planning Pr ocess?

a. Bicycle Plan and Pedestrian Plan
b. Environmental Plan and Air 

Quality Plan
c. 20-year Transportation Plan and

4-year Transportation 
Improvement Program

answer : 20-year Transportation 
Plan and 4-year 
Transportation 
Improvement Program



Transpor ta tion Plan Upda te

The transportation planning process is continuous.  As one
plan is completed, information for the next is being
collected and updated. The plan is developed with at least
a 20-year planning horizon because projects built from
this plan are expected to have a lifespan of at least 20
years. The horizon year for the current plan update is
2030.

The steps in updating the transportation plan are shown
to the right and are described in more detail at
http://transportation.morpc.org . Current activities are
shaded in yellow.

The Transportation Plan is used to develop the TIP, a four
year schedule of funded transportation projects.

Transpor ta tion Impr ovement Pr og ram
(TIP) Upda te Be gins

MORPC has begun the biennial update for fiscal Year 2006-
2009 TIP.  (See the last box in the Transportation Planning
process.)  The TIP is a four year listing of federal, state
and some locally funded transportation  projects.

To be on the TIP, projects must have a specific source of
funding identified and be consistent with the Transportation
Plan.

As part of this process, MORPC has invited local governments

to submit projects to receive federal funding.  P roject
recommendations are being reviewed by MORPC’s
committees and the general public for consideration and
for funding.  These projects are then incorporated into a
draft TIP in February.

MORPC approval of the final TIP will take place in May at
the MORPC Policy Committee.

The TIP is always available for public review and comment.
 Each draft and final TIP is made available on the MORPC
website (tip.morpc.org), at Columbus area public libraries,
public meetings, and upon request at MORPC.

Transportation Planning Process Steps Overv iew

1.  To update existing data , MORPC contacts local
communities for their current plans , goals and projects
and reviews known development information.

2.  Using community goals and needs, transportation goals
and objectives are reviewed and updated.

3. Land use is forecasted  and reviewed with area 
communities. Growth in land use is a key factor in 
travel demand.

4.  Using land use forecasts and transportation network 
information, the regional tr ansportation demand 
model is used to estimate future traffic volumes on 
area roadways. These are compared to the capacity 
of the roadways to identify future deficiencies.

5.  A listing of regional tr ansportation system deficiencies
is developed.

6.  Projects and strategies are proposed to address the 
deficiencies. These projects are then evaluated and
rated.

7.  An estimate is made of the expected funds available
which includes local, state, federal and private funding
sources. A refined draft listing of tr ansportation plan
projects  is prepared based on funds, the costs, and 
rating from step 6.

8.  An air quality analysis  is conducted to determine the
effect of the projects on air quality . Projects are also
evaluated for their impact on low income and minority
populations.

9. A final plan is prepared and adopted by MORPC. After
adoption, the plan is submitted to ODOT  and US DOT
for approvals. The process then begins again to develop
the next plan.

Implementation

7. Conduct funding
analysis

1. Review local and state plans

Update land use information

Collect data

3. Forecast future land
use patterns

4. Forecast future
transportation demand

and traffic levels

5. Determine
transportation needs

2. Review and update
regional transportation goals

6. Identify and prioritize
regional transportation
strategies and projects

9. Compile projects and analysis into a
regional Transportation Plan

8. Conduct environmental and
social impact analysis

Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP)

Transportation Planning
Process
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T hink T her e’ s a Lot of  Constr uction
in Centr al Ohio? Look W ha t’ s Being Planned!

Here is a brief descriptions and a map of the major freeway
and transit studies underway .

1. I-70/I-71 South Innerbelt Study  – ODOT identified 
three concepts for improving the south and east 
innerbelt in downtown Columbus. In 2005 ODOT is 
expected to refine the concepts into a preferred 
alternative to improve safety and congestion problems.
www.dot.state.oh.us/7071study

2. North Centr al Outerbelt Study  – ODOT identified an 
improvement to the I-270 interchanges at SR 315, 
US 23, I-71 and US 23 north of 270. 
www.dot.state.oh.us/i-270/

3. I-270/US 33 Northwest Freeway Study  – MORPC is a
year into this two year analysis of the I-270 west 
outerbelt and US 33 west towards Marysville. The study
will identify and evaluate solutions to mobility and 
congestion problems. I270-US33.morpc.org

4. Far East Freeway Study  – ODOT is about a year into 
this two year study of I-70 east from east of downtown
to SR 256 identifying improvements to enhance safety
and reduce congestion problems. www.i-70.org

5. I-71 South/Grove City Major Investment Study  – Grove
City is examining the I-71 corridor from I-270 to the 
Pickaway County line. Contact Grove City at 
614-277-3000.

6. I-270 South Major investment Study  – ODOT is studying
improvements to the last four lane section of I-270 
between US 23 and I-71 in southern Franklin County. 
Contact ODOT District 6 at 800-372-7714.

7. North Corridor Light Rail Study – COTA is completing
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
www.cotafasttrax.com

Why is F reight so Impor tant to our R e gion?

Freight is an integral part of everyone’ s life; almost
everything we touch in a given day was once carried as
freight. Take a look at some of the interesting facts about
freight.

l  Nationally, if all freight-rail were shifted to trucks 
tomorrow, it would add 92 billion truck vehicle miles
of travel to the highway system.

l  Air freight is the fastest, most reliable carrier of high
value, low weight, and time sensitive shipments.

l  Columbus has more employees in the manufacturing 
and warehousing sectors than any metropolitan area 
of Ohio.

l  Franklin County carries the highest number of Truck 
Ton-Miles and Truck Annual Value-Miles in Ohio.

Every two years, MORPC publishes a Central Ohio Freight
Fact Book  with the aid of freight planners and operators
in central Ohio. The purpose of the document is to provide
a “one-stop-shop” for freight transportation statistics in
the area. Questions or comments can be directed to Erika
Witzke at (614) 233-4149 or ewitzke@morpc.org. You can
view the Central Ohio Freight Fact Book at
http://freight.morpc.org  or call (614) 233-4157 to request
a copy.

Or ange Bar rel Upda te!
Major Constr uction in 2005

Significant transportation projects are planned for
construction in 2005. Additional information can be
found at: P aving the Way, (614) 645-PAVE,
www.pavingtheway.org
ODOT/District 6 at (800) 372-7714, www.dot.state.oh.us
or Ms. Lindsay Mendicino, ODOT/Traffic
Advisory (614) 466-6584 or
Lindsay.Mendicino@dot.state.oh.us
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Public In volv ement Oppor tunities
Opportunities are always available for the public to
participate in the Transportation Plan Process, TIP and
other projects and plans.  W ant more information? Call
(614) 233-4157 to request a copy of any draft document,
schedule a presentation to your group or visit
http://transportation.morpc.org  for more information.
Comments and suggestions may be submitted in writing to
MORPC, 285 E. Main Street, Columbus, OH 43215,
ATTN: Transportation Department  or email Bernice Cage,
at bcage@morpc.org or call 614-233-4157.

Citiz en Advisor y Committee
MORPC’s Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) provide
opportunities for citizens to participate in current
transportation planning efforts such as the Transportation
Plan, the Transportation Improvement P rogram,
transportation/air quality planning efforts and other
transportation related projects.  All meetings of the CAC
are open to public. While only members of the CAC may
vote on issues, members of the public can observe and
provide input.  For more information on the CAC or if you
are interested in becoming a member , please call
(614) 233-4157.

Da tes to R emember
Da te Time Meeting           Loca tion
April 4 5:30 p.m. CAC Meeting MORPC
April 7 3:00 p.m. TIP Open House MORPC
April 28 5:30 p.m. CAC Meeting MORPC
June 6 5:30 p.m. CAC Meeting MORPC

All MORPC meetings are held at 285 E. Main Street,
Columbus, Ohio. Visit our website at
http://calendar .morpc.org  to see a complete listing of
meetings and agendas.
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Transportation Connections
is published by the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission,
285 E. Main Street, Columbus,
Ohio 43215.

Publication of this document is
funded by Franklin, Delaware,
Licking and Fairfield counties,
municipalities and townships
within these counties, the Federal
Highway Administration, the
Federal Transit Administration,
and the Ohio Department of
Transportation.

Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission
285 East Main Street
Columbus, OH 43215


