After Nearly Three Weeks of Waiting,

COTA Levy Prevails

COTA’s sales tax levy officially passed on November 27
with 51.1 percent of the vote, as absentee and
provisional ballots were tallied and added to the close
numbers from Election Day. The new levy is a 10-year,
.25-percent sales tax. The transit authority plans to use
the money to restore bus service that was previously
cut, and it will also allow COTA to implement portions of
its Long Range Transit Plan. The sales tax will begin in
January 2008.

For more information on the Long Range Transit Plan,
please visit www.cota.com, and click on About COTA.

Upcoming Citizen Advisory
Committee Meetings at 5:30 p.m.

January 29, February 26, April 2, April 30

All meetings are held at 285 E. Main Street, Columbus,
Ohio. Visit our website at http://calendar.morpc.org to see
a complete listing of meetings and agendas.

COTA Buses Now Using 1-70 Shoulder

Central Ohioans may have already

SHOULDER | seen COTA buses using the
eastbound shoulder of 1-70 (from
AUTHORIZED | Miller/Kelton to SR 256) since the

pilot project began on November 20.
BUSES Buses are able to use the shoulder
ON LY on the 1-70 stretch when the freeway
speed falls below 35 miles-per-hour.
Bus Operator Roslyn Jordan used the shoulder while
operating the # 44 North Reynoldsburg Express bus.
“l used the shoulder and the passengers were excited
about it,” said Jordan. “They really love it; | had no
problems getting on and off the shoulder.” Jordan
transports about 28 passengers on her evening route.
Visit www.cota.com for more information.

Transportation Connections is a quarterly newsletter published by
the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, 285 East Main Street,
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http://transportation.morpc.org.
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Making Necessary Changes to MORPC’s Transportation Plan

The most recent transportation law (titled SAFETEA-LU),
adopted in August 2005, changed the rules for
transportation planning. The bill requires metropolitan
planning organizations such as MORPC to include
additional items in their regional transportation plan.
The law also changes the timeframe for updating the
plan from every three years to every four years. “Our
next [transportation] plan was to be completed in 2007,
but under the new law it has been extended to 2008 so
further topics can be covered,” said MORPC Principal
Transportation Planner Chris Gawronski. To keep on
track MORPC is amending the 2004 Transportation

Plan, making it comply with the most current rules and
regulations until the next plan can be completed.

The MORPC Transportation Plan is for a region
consisting of Delaware and Franklin counties and parts
of northwest Fairfield County and southwest Licking
County. Federal law requires MORPC’s plan to cover
key emphasis areas such as public involvement, public

transportation, highway and road improvements,
project costs and funding issues, air quality, congestion
management, and transportation concerns related to
low income and minority persons. Land development
issues, the travel demand modeling process, non-
motorized travel, freight planning and intelligent
transportation systems are some of the other major
subject areas discussed in the plan.

MORPC will incorporate three significant changes to the
existing 2004 Transportation Plan:
1. Lessen the impacts of transportation changes to
the environment
2. Include visualization techniques to help the public
understand possible transportation changes
3. Consult environmental and social agencies in the
development of the plan

Once the modification is complete, it will be adopted in
2007. A draft will be available for review and comment

Downtown Columbus is One Step Closer Toward Streetcars

The Downtown Columbus Streetcar Working Group
overwhelmingly voiced its support for a more detailed
study of downtown streetcars at its last public
meeting held at MORPC on November 13. The Working
Group determined that streetcars were feasible and
desirable after examining a host of issues including
cost, operations, ridership, funding and economic
development. Working Group Chair, Admiral Dennis
McGinn presented the recommendation to Columbus
Mayor Michael B. Coleman and City Council Member
Maryellen O’Shaugnessy for further consideration.

After a total of eight meetings and a presentation at
MORPC’s November policy meeting, the Working Group
stated that a reliable, affordable and inviting streetcar
system can be built that spurs and sustains economic
development and connects workers, residents and
visitors with downtown destinations.

The economic development analysis determined that
downtown streetcars could add 3,000 jobs, 300 hotel
rooms, 1,500 new housing units for up to $764 million in
new development, depending on the routes selected for
construction.

The decision to go forward now rests with Mayor
Coleman and City Council who are reviewing the data
collected by the Working Group and technical project
team. If the decision is to move forward, then more
detailed feasibility studies would be conducted, a
process required by the Federal Transit Administration,
to make the project eligible for federal funding.

“Streetcars could be

an exciting difference
maker for downtown
Columbus, bringing jobs,
more housing and major
economic development to
our city. | am impressed
with the thoroughness of
the Working Group. They
have laid the ground work
for an exciting project,”
said Mayor Coleman.

For more information on streetcars, visit
www.downtowncolumbus.com and click on streetcars.



Transportation Projects

That Used Federal Funds
in State Fiscal Year 2006

Each year, MORPC identifies transportation projects that
used federal funds in the past state fiscal year (July 1,
2005 through June 30, 2006). Some of the 40 projects in
the central Ohio area are listed below:

» New bikeway on the Springfield Branch Trail in
Delaware

» New bikeway on the Wesleyan Trail in Delaware

» Extension of the Westerville Bikepath

» Improvement of the streetscape on East Main
Street in Bexley

» Modern roundabout upgrade at US-62 at Morse
Road

« Fleet Alternative Fuel Project (facilitate use of
cleaner fuel-efficient transportation technologies
through outreach)

» Purchase COTA Buses (22 new buses)

« 1-71/1-270 ramp reconfiguration on the North
Outerbelt

« Resurfacing of I-71 from I-70 to the Franklin-
Pickaway County line

 Realignment of SR-750 (Powell Rd.) with the Glick
Rd and SR-257 (Riverside Dr.) intersection

» Upgrade of SR-161 to a freeway between New
Albany and Granville

» Replacement of the bridge on US 23 (S. High St.)
over the railroad north of SR-104

The full report of all 40 projects, including specific
listings of maintenance, bridges and bike/pedestrian
projects can be viewed at tip.morpc.org.

M1d Ohio Regional Planning Commission
285 East Main St., Columbus OH 43215
(614) 228 - 2663 « (800) 886 - 6772
www.morpc.org

Making Sure Transportation
Needs are Met

MORPC Transportation staff is currently in the process
of developing a new initiative to improve transportation
services, called the Coordinated Transportation Plan.
Now through September 2007, they will be taking a
complete look at transportation needs and gaps in
transportation service for people with disabilities,
low-incomes and the elderly. The Coordinated Plan will
identify a process to allocate certain federal dollars

for improving transportation services to these targeted
populations. Development of the plan includes private
and public transportation providers, involvement from
MORPC, human services providers (including local social
service agencies), local elected officials, advocacy
groups and the general public. The overall goal is to
reach a wider range of people through a collaborative
approach to transportation planning.

For more information on the Coordinated Plan,
please contact Chris Gawronski at (614) 233-4166 or
cgawronski@morpc.org

MORPC Updating Transportation
Improvement Plan

MORPC is updating the Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) for State Fiscal Years 2008-2011. The TIP is
a schedule of projects within the MORPC transportation
planning area scheduled for funding from July 2007
through June 2011. Approximately $1 billion in federal,
state and local funds will flow to highway, mass transit
and bikeway/pedestrian projects over the 4 years. This
list of projects will undergo a formal public comment
period in April with adoption by MORPC in May.

Included in the TIP are projects that use MORPC’s
allocation of federal funding. A draft listing of these
recommended projects is available for public review
until January 12 with adoption in February.

To view the TIP and an updated schedule visit
http://tip.morpc.org.

PAVINGGWAYL::

(614) 645-PAVE
www.pavingtheway.org
One-stop-shop for
road construction information.




Sharing the Road: Creating Safe Roadways for Bicyclists

Complete Streets is a new national movement promoting

road designs and improvements for all modes of travel:
bicycles, walking and motor vehicles. Whether it is for
exercise, recreation or travel, bicyclists need safety

precautions in place. This means adding additional room

for bicyclists to travel easily and safely with cars on
roads.

“Bringing older roadways
up-to date is one of the
most important aspects
of a complete streets

- initiative,” said National

- Complete Streets Coalition

' Coordinator Barbara

McCann. “Communities
that join the movement,
and add bike lanes and
other facilities are making
sure their roads provide
safe and convenient travel

~ options for everyone.”

MORPC continues to
~ play a major role in

bicycle planning for the region. Elements dedicated
to sharing the road are incorporated into its regional
transportation plan, as well as producing four bikeway
reports with the Complete Streets mission in mind:

1. The Regional Bikeway Plan identifies bicycle travel
needs and shows existing bikeways.

2. Shared Use Paths Best Practices and Pilot
Treatments is a compilation of the best practices
and promising pilot treatments that other
communities across the nation are using to
develop and improve shared-use paths.

. Safety and Educational Best Practices includes best
practices that have been developed by the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) and communities
across the nation to improve bicycle safety.

. Bicycle Lanes Best Practices is a best-practice
guide for bicycle lanes.

All four reports are available online at
transportation.morpc.org. For more information,
please contact Bernice Cage at (614) 233-4157 or
bcage@morpc.org. You can learn more information
about the National Complete Streets Coalition at
www.completestreets.org.




