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Rules of Forecasting

Â The land use forecasts are used in Travel Demand Modeling

Â Variables forecasted include: population, employment, 
housing units

Â Area of forecast is Not full 7 county area

Â Required to use state population projections as control 
totals

Â Distribution and type of new development based on local 
land use plans and development activities

This is not a land use plan for the region!
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TAZ Geography

Forecasts are 

distributed into a 

special geography 

for travel demand 

forecasting: 

The Traffic 

Analysis Zone 

(TAZ)
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Updating Schedule

Â Base year data update every 5 years ïis now 

2005

Â Forecasts updated every 3 years (or as needed 

for special projects) ïHorizon year is 2030
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How the Forecasts are Developed

Data Collection:

ÂLocal development activity

ÂLocal land use plans

ÂEnvironmental constraints

ÂEconomic development incentives

ÂMajor infrastructure improvements

Land Use Model Application

ÂCheck model results

Local Review and Comment

Adoption for use in Regional Transportation Planning
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Quick Facts

Recent Growth and Forecasted Growth at a Glance

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,400,000

1,600,000

1,800,000

2,000,000

2000

2005

2030

2000 1,218,000 501,000 742,000

2005 1,366,000 559,000 811,000

2030 1,722,000 768,000 1,267,000

Population Housing Units Jobs
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Environmental Constraints

Flood plains, 

wetlands, 

groundwater 

pollution, 

preserved 

farms, parks, 

conservation 

districts

Data are collected 

from national, state 

and local sources


