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Executive Summary  
 

On May 12, 2010, for the twelfth time in six consecutive years, MORPC organized volunteers 

to tally pedestrians, bicyclists, mobility aid users, and other non-motor-vehicle traffic at 

various locations in central Ohio.1 The counting effort represents both a data collection 

effort for central Ohio and a contribution to the National Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Documentation Project (NBPD), led by ALTA Planning and the Institute of Transportation 

Engineers (www.bikepeddocumentation.org).  

In keeping with NBPD guidelines, counts were conducted to remain consistent with previous 

data collection efforts, with a morning peak-hour count (7:00 ð 9:00 a.m.) and an off-peak 

midday count (11:00 a.m. ñ 1:00 p.m.). MORPC has been organizing counts consistently at 

22 locations in central Ohio since 2005. In the May 2010 count, all historic locations were 

covered from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m., and all but two locations were covered from 11:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m. 

In addition to assisting the NBPD, the pedestrian and bicycle count program relates to both 

national and local policy goals. At the federal level, it helps to accomplish one of the 

recommended actions in the U.S. Department of Transportationõs policy statement on 

bicycle and pedestrian accommodation: 

òThe best way to improve transportation networks for any mode is to collect and analyze trip 

data to optimize investments. Walking and bicycling trip data for many communities are 

lacking. This data gap can be overcome by establishing routine collection of nonmotorized 

trip information. Communities that routinely collect walking and bicycling data are able to 

track trends and prioritize investments to ensure the success of new facilities. These data 

are also valuable in linking walking and bicycling with transit.ó2 

At the local level, consistent, comprehensive collection of data regarding pedestrians, 

bicyclists, and other modes of traffic will help to serve the goals of MORPCõs Complete 

Streets policy, which was adopted in April 2010. The Complete Streets policy requires new 

roadway projects within the MPO transportation planning area to accommodate all types of 

roadway users.3 The policyõs stated goals are as follows: 

1) To create a comprehensive, integrated, and connected transportation network that 

supports compact, sustainable development and provides livable communities. 

2) To ensure safety, ease of use, and ease of transfer between modes for all users of the 

transportation system. 

3) To provide flexibility for different types of streets, areas, and users. 

In May 2010, for the first time, some communities in central Ohio organized their own 

volunteer-based counting efforts independently from MORPC but in keeping with NBPD 

                                                 
1 The City of Westerville conducted bicycle and pedestrian counts on May 13 and May 15, 2010. 
2 USDOT, òPolicy Statement on Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation, Regulations and Recommendations.ó 

Signed on March 11, 2010.  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bikeped/policy_accom.htm (retrieved June 

16, 2010) 
3 The MORPC transportation planning area includes Delaware and Franklin Counties and portions of Fairfield 

and Licking Counties. The MORPC Complete Streets policy can be viewed online at 

http://www.morpc.org/completestreets.  

http://www.bikepeddocumentation.org/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bikeped/policy_accom.htm
http://www.morpc.org/completestreets
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guidelines. MORPC applauds these efforts and hopes to see them expand to include more 

communities in the future. Our intent is to establish a comprehensive regional database of 

pedestrian and bicycle traffic counts that will be useful for analyzing existing conditions and 

forecasting future use of new projects. Such a database would complement the motor 

vehicle traffic counts that are currently available, and would be useful for many types of 

projects and studies. It would also help to serve the goals of Complete Streets policies. 

Highlights from the May 2010 counts include the following: 

 Communities in central Ohio organized their own counts independently of the MORPC 

effort. These communities included the cities of Dublin, Pickerington, and Westerville, 

and the Olde Towne East neighborhood of Columbus. 

 Two new variables were recorded for bicyclists: (1) gender and (2) whether they were 

riding on the sidewalk or the street. 

 Two new locations were added on the regionõs multi-use path system, corresponding to 

the locations of two automatic infrared pedestrian and bicycle counters belonging to the 

City of Columbus. 

 

Major findings included the following: 

 

 Of the 1,070 bicyclists counted at locations in central Ohio where there is both a 

sidewalk and a shared street for vehicular travel, 52.9% were riding on the sidewalk and 

47.1% on the street. This excludes locations on multi-use paths. 

 Of the 1,574 total bicyclists counted, 24.0% were female and 76.0% were male. 

 Since 2005, some slight upward trends have been observed in bicycle traffic, while 

pedestrian traffic has remained at a fairly consistent level.  

 As expected, the highest volumes of pedestrian traffic were generally observed in 

Downtown Columbus and around the Ohio State University campus. The highest volumes 

of bicycle traffic were observed in Downtown, near OSU, on multi-use paths, and on High 

Street in the Short North neighborhood. 
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Objective  
The primary objective of this counting effort was to document bicycle usage and 

infrastructure demand, as well as to gather data to help in determining the need for 

educational efforts. 

Methodo logy 
The MORPC count methodology is based on the NBPD methodology, which is based on input 

from the Institute of Transportation engineers (ITE) and transportation professionals and 

best practices nationwide. The core methodology is stated by the NBPD as follows: 

òThe basic assumptions of the methodology are that, in order to estimate 

existing and future bicycle and pedestrian demand and activity, agencies 

nationwide need to start conducting counts and surveys in a consistent 

manner similar to those being used by ITE and other groups for motor vehicle 

models.ó 

Count Location Criteria  
The count locations were chosen according to the criteria recommended by the NBPD: 

 Pedestrian and bicycle activity areas or corridors (downtowns, near schools, parks, 

etc.) 

 Representative locations in urban, suburban, and rural locations 

 Key corridors that can be used to gauge the impacts of future improvements 

 Locations where counts have been conducted historically 

 Locations where there are onȤgoing counts being conducted by other agencies 

through a variety of means, including video taping 

 Gaps and pinch points for bicyclists and pedestrians (potential improvement areas) 

 Locations where bicycle and pedestrian collision numbers are high 
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Count Locations  
 

The following locations were covered in May 2010: 

 

MORPC Locations 

Loc. #4 Location 

1 Columbus; S. Grant Ave, N of Town St, West side 

2 Columbus; S. High St, S of Mound St, West side 

3 Columbus; W. Broad St, W of Front St, South side 

4 Columbus; E. State St, E of High St, South side 

5 Columbus; Mt. Vernon Ave, E of Cleveland Ave, North side 

6 Columbus; Nationwide Blvd, E of Front St, South side 

7 Columbus; N. High St, S of Poplar Ave, West side 

8 Columbus; Park St, S of Lincoln St, West side 

9 Columbus; Cleveland Ave, N of 11th Ave, West side 

10 Columbus; N. High St, N of 15th Ave, East side 

12 Columbus; N. High St, N of Pacemont Rd, West side 

14 Worthington; N. High St, N of New England Ave, West side 

18 Bexley; E. Main St, W of Drexel Ave, North side 

26 Columbus; S. 3rd St, N of Sycamore St, West side 

27 Columbus; S. High St, N of Blenkner St, East side 

28 Columbus; W. Broad St, E of Souder Ave, South side 

29 Columbus; W. Broad St, E of Wheatland Ave, South side 

35 Columbus; Cleveland @ Innis@Northern Lights 

36 Columbus; Cleveland Ave, N of 23rd Ave, West side 

37 Grandview Heights; Grandview Ave, N of Haines Ave, West side 

38 Columbus; Neil Ave, N of 10th Ave, West side 

40 Columbus; Neil Ave, N of Lane Ave, East side 

47 Columbus; Olentangy Trail Bridge north of OSU Wetlands 

52 Scioto Trail @ North Bank Park 

53 Olentangy Trail @ Antrim Park 

 

  

                                                 
4 Location numbers are assigned by MORPC and do not represent any kind of priority. 
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Columbus: Olde Towne East Neighborhood5 

Loc. # Location 

201 Columbus; W Broad at Parsons Ave, North side 

202 Columbus; Parsons Ave, S of Broad St, West side 

203 Columbus; Parsons Ave, S of Broad St, East side 

204 Columbus; Bryden Rd, E of Parsons Ave, North side 

205 Columbus; Parsons Ave, N of Bryden Rd, West side 

206 Columbus; Bryden Rd, E of Parsons Ave, South side 

207 Columbus; Parsons Ave, S of Bryden Rd, West side 

208 Columbus; Broad St at 18th St, North side 

209 Columbus; E Main St, E of Parsons Ave, North side 

210 Columbus; Broad St, W of 18th St, South side 

211 Columbus; 18th St, S of Broad St, East side 

212 Columbus; Bryden Rd, W of Ohio Ave, North side 

213 Columbus; Ohio Ave, N of Bryden RD, West side 

214 Columbus; Ohio Ave, N of Bryden RD, East side 

215 Columbus; Bryden Rd, W of Ohio Ave, South side 

 

Dublin 

Loc. # Location 

101 Dublin; Hyland-Croy Road @ Tulleymore Drive 

102 Dublin; Emerald Parkway @ Innovation Drive 

103 Dublin; Emerald Parkway @ Coffman Road  

104 Dublin; Emerald Parkway @ Dublin Road  

107 Dublin; Dublin Road @ Brandonway Drive 

108 Dublin; Dublin Road (High Street) @ SR 161 (Bridge Street) 

109 Dublin; North High Street @ North Street 

118 Dublin; Avery-Muirfield Drive @ Perimeter Drive 

120 Dublin; Bike Path @ ML Red Trabue Park (west of Tunnel) 

121 Dublin; Muirfield Drive @ Scottish Corners 

 

  

                                                 
5 In the maps in this report, some locations in Olde Towne East are combined into a single intersection. 
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Pickerington 

 

Loc. # Location 

99 Pickerington; Diley Rd. Multi-Use Path @ Wright Rd 

 

Westerville 

 

Loc. # Location 

301 Westerville; Westerville Bikeway @ County Line Rd 

302 Westerville; N Spring Rd @ Maxtown Rd 

303 Westerville; Spring Rd @ Schrock Rd 

304 Westerville; Alum Creek Trail @ Schrock Rd 

305 Westerville; Schrock Rd bridge over Alum Creek Trail (bike lane) 

306 Westerville; Alum Creek Trail at Cleveland Ave & Hanawalt Rd 

307 Westerville; Sunbury Road Trail @ Hoover Dam 

 

  



MORPC Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Report ð May 2010 

8 

Map 1: Locations Counted 
The map below shows the locations where pedestrians and bicyclists were counted in May 

2010. 

 






































