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Introduction 
 

The Westerville Road Corridor Study focuses on Westerville Road (State Route 3), from Morse Road 

to I-270, in northeast Franklin County, Ohio.  The purpose of the study is to identify and review travel 

problems in the corridor, per existing and future conditions, and their magnitude; and develop 

alternative improvement concepts and a refining of the concepts.  The study is following Steps 1.1 

through 4.5 of the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Project Development Process. 

 

Step 1 of the study involved preliminary work, such as identifying the stakeholders, documenting 

existing issues in the corridor, and developing a public involvement plan.  Step 2 involved research 

and technical studies and development of the òexisting and future conditions report,ó and defining 

the transportation problems and establishing the need for potential projects.  Step 3 involves the 

review of alternate solutions or concepts. 

 

This particular report is for Step 3.5 of the ODOT project development process and is a summary of 

the findings from Step 3.  Step 3.5 includes documenting the alternatives, analysis and reasoning.  

At a minimum, this documentation should: 

 Identify all alternatives considered 

 Describe the no-build alternative 

 Present very general estimated costs of alternatives considered 

 Explain why any alternatives were eliminated 

 

Motor vehicle travel is a key focus of the study but there were also significant concerns about the 

ability (or inability) to get around the area using other modes (bicycle, walking, and public transit).  

Currently, provisions for non-motorized and transit modes of travel are very limited.  Therefore, this is 

also a significant consideration in the study. 

 

The study is being conducted by the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, the metropolitan 

planning organization (òMPOó) for the area.  Funding for the study is provided by the city of 

Columbus, Franklin County, and ODOT. 

Previous Project Development Process Steps 

Existing and Future Conditions  
The Westerville Road study corridor is part of a continuous and historic route that connects the major 

ò3Có cities of Ohio.  While still an important state route, SR 3 does not have the importance it did in 

the pre-Interstate highway era.  In the Columbus area, the road is mostly used for shorter-distance 

travel, to reach freeways or other major roads, from and to commercial and residential areas.  The 

Westerville Road portion of SR 3, inside the outerbelt, has a high number of access points and traffic 

signals, generally making for slow travel. 

 

The surrounding area is highly-developed, but is generally lower-density types of development such 

as single or double family homes and spread-out, highway sprawl commercial development.  Much of 

the area was annexed into the city of Columbus and developed in the late-1960s and 1970s, but 

significant portions of Westerville Road inside the outerbelt remains outside the city, leaving the road 

itself as a mostly state responsibility.  The adjacent areas, in many cases, were developed in 

accordance with lower county standards, and sometimes without public water and/or sewer. 
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Over the years, some of the area has remained stable, but other parts have declined a moderate or 

significant amount, particularly to the south and west of the study corridor.  The nearby Easton area, 

just east of the study area, has been a major area of new development in the past decade.  Little 

new development has occurred along Westerville Road and little is expected in the future.  Some 

new office use is possible if the area southwest of the I-270/SR 3 interchange were to be 

redeveloped. 

 

No significant environmental issues in the area were identified.  Demographic conditions, with 

regards to minorities, Hispanic, poverty, disabled and elderly population is about average for Franklin 

County.  There is evidence of a large Somali population in the area based on the location of support 

services directed to that population. 

 

In general, traffic flow in the corridor is currently at an acceptable level-of-service (LOS òD,ó or 

better), though overall volumes are heavy for a two or three lane road.  Traffic forecasts are based on 

a year-2030 horizon, and increases in traffic per this forecast are small, though level-of-service does 

worsen some in the future.  The level-of-service analyses assume optimal road operation conditions, 

including traffic signal operation, which is not the case today. 

 

Portions of Westerville Road in the study area have had travel safety issues.  Between 2005 and 

2007, there were nearly 700 crashes along the study portion of Westerville Road.  Over one-half of 

the crashes were rear-end collisions, perhaps strongly related to the many driveway and public street 

intersections.  Four of the twelve intersections along the corridor have higher than state average 

crash rates.  The intersection of Westerville and Morse roads has nearly twice the crash rate of the 

state average for this type of intersection. 

 

Travel in the study area by pedestrians and bicyclists and by public transit is difficult, though there is 

an existing bike trail, mostly to the east of the corridor, along Alum Creek, that will eventually provide 

a complete link into downtown Columbus.  Walking on Westerville Road is difficult because there is 

no continuous sidewalk network, pedestrian signals, or lighting.  Public transit service on Westerville 

Road is limited to a few peak hour, limited-stop, express buses that connect to downtown Coumbus 

and points north.  A significant number of no-car households were identified in the general area, per 

year-2000 U.S. Census data. 

 

Draft purpose and Need Statement 
As noted above, traffic flow in the corridor currently appears to be within an acceptable range, 

though the overall traffic levels on Westerville Road are high for a two (or three) lane road.  ODOT is 

about to start a safety project, which will improve conditions on Westerville Road in the study area 

north of SR 161.  Overall travel conditions should improve when ODOT completes this project, which 

is scheduled to begin construction in early-2011, and be completed in 2013. 

 

In the longer term, with an expected moderate increase in traffic volumes, level-of-service levels 

deteriorate some.  The sheer volume of traffic in the corridor, on two through lanes, may result in 

significant congestion at peak travel times, and in other related issues.  These issues may be able to 

be addressed through lower-cost intersection and general operational improvements within the 

overall 3-lane road configuration, though portions of the corridor may warrant a 4-5 lane 

configuration. 

 

As for safety, ODOTõs maintenance/safety project will address many of the existing concerns in the 

northern part of the study corridor.  Following the completion of that project, updated evaluation of 

conditions will be necessary.  Safety issues in the southern part of the corridor will remain. 
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Conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists on Westerville Road are poor.  As this once-rural corridor 

developed, the road was never rebuilt to òurbanó standards, with sidewalks, street lighting, 

crosswalks, pedestrian signals, and related features.  ODOTõs maintenance/safety project, planned 

for 2011, will convert some of the road to an urban-style curb and gutter section, and will add space 

for bicyclist in each direction, and a follow-up project will add sidewalks.  Possibly, these 

improvements will help make transit service upgrades a possible consideration for the future. 

 

Though some improvements may be made in the near-future, in the northern half of the study area, 

that will improve motor vehicle travel and safety, and possibly non-motorized travel, conditions still 

may not be at the level desired.  The southern part of the study corridor, with no planned upgrades, 

will continue to need improvement. 

 

The concepts developed and described in the next section, were intended to address the purpose 

and need of the project.  The need for the project includes existing and future traffic congestion and 

safety/access management issues and the lack of pedestrian and bicycle accommodations, and 

transit service.  The purpose of the project includes the following: 

 

 Increase mobility and safety for all users 

 Better facilitate the movement of people and goods 

 Efficiently serve existing and future development 

 Provide improved transportation in the corridor for all modes including pedestrians, bicycles 

and transit 

 Improve access to the Columbus freeway system via Westerville Road 

 Reduce cut-through traffic on neighborhood streets 

 Provide an aesthetically-pleasing, modern urban street 

 Improve the economic development and redevelopment appeal of the corridor 

Conceptual Alternatives Development 
 

Eight conceptual alternatives were developed for the Westerville Road study corridor, including the 

ôno buildõ concept.  The concepts include different levels of accommodations for motor vehicles, 

pedestrians, bicycles, and public transit.  The concepts also differ by the location of the 

improvements ð whether on Westerville Road itself, the abandoned rail line west of Westerville 

Road, or in both locations.  Most features of the concepts are only in the study corridor, but some 

continue beyond this ð south to downtown and/or north to the Westerville area. 

 

The conceptual alternatives were initially developed by MORPC staff based on the project purpose 

and need.  They were then reviewed by the study stakeholder committee, and later in a public input 

open house meeting.  Public comments regarding the concepts are provided in the appendix of this 

report.  The concepts continued to get refined and adjusted during this process.  The final list of 

concepts is summarized in the following chart. 
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Concepts for Improvements in the Westerville Road Corridor ð Mode Accommodations 
 

      On Westerville Road     On Former Rail Corridor ROW 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Concept 1 

No Build  
(Includes ODOT Safety Project) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Concept 2 

Minimal Improvement  
(3 lanes, sidewalks, signed bike route) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Concept 3 

Transit Expansion 
(Concept 2 plus new òlocaló bus route) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Concept 4 

Separate Bikeway on SR 3 
(Concept 3 plus dedicated bike lanes or path)  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Concept 5 

Major Widening 
(Concept 4 plus 5-lanes on SR 3) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Concept 6 

New Multi-Use Path (into downtown) 
(On abandoned rail ROW) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Concept 7 

New Transit Way (into downtown) 
(Rail ROW shared for MUP & transit) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Concept 8 

New General-Use 

Roadway (in rail corridor) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
             = Motorized Vehicles                    = Number of Paved Lanes                    = Pedestrian Accommodations                     = New Bus Service                = New Rapid Transit                              
   
           = Signed Bike Route (lane shared with general traffic)               = Dedicated Bike Lanes or Path                 = Multi-Use Path (MUP)      ROW = Right-of-Way

-------- North of Cooper Road Only -------

---- 

------ From Morse Road to Cooper Road -------- 
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The concepts are numbered 1 through 8, with Concept 1 being the ôno build.õ  Concepts 2 through 5 

all include improvements located directly on Westerville Road and generally build upon each other, 

adding additional elements up to Concept 5.  Concepts 6 through 8 all make use of the abandoned 

Mt. Vernon rail rights-of-way and also include improvements to Westerville Road. 

 

Possible use of the abandoned Mt. Vernon rail corridor for transportation purposes was suggested in 

meetings with the public.  An organized group (Westerville to Arena District Bikeway or òWADó) is 

encouraging development of a bikeway or multi-purpose trail in the rail corridor, which would connect 

with the Arena District in downtown Columbus.   

 

To differing degrees, all the concepts, except for the ôno build,õ address the project purpose and 

need.  All the improvement concepts, at a minimum, include three traffic lanes, sidewalks and bike 

provisions and all except Concept 2 include improved public transit service. 

Description of the Conceptual Alternatives 
 

Each concept is described individually below. 
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Concept 1:  No Build 

Concept 1, òNo Build,ó represents existing (2010) conditions unless there are òcommittedó projects 

expected to take place.  òCommittedó projects are projects where construction funding is 

programmed in the MORPC Transportation Improvement Program.  The only committed project to 

improve Westerville Road that was assumed in the òNo Buildó Concept was the ODOT 

safety/maintenance project (FRA-SR 3-24.48, PID 76279).   

 

This project has been under development for many years and is currently scheduled to start 

construction in 2011.  The project is primarily intended to address safety issues on Westerville Road 

from SR 161 to north of I-270, as documented in the ODOT FRA-3-24.29 Traffic Safety Study 

(prepared for ODOT by the consulting firm, Gannett Fleming, in February 2003). 
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As shown in the below depiction, the FRA-3-24.29 project includes widening or restriping Westerville 

Road to three full lanes from SR 161 to I-270, except in the vicinity of the Alum Creek bridge.  The 

project also includes adding a through-lane in each direction at Dempsey Road, some realignment of 

SR 3, other modifications to improve public and private access points, and signal improvements.  

 

Also assumed in the no build is the optimization of operational conditions (signal operation, new 

traffic control signs, etc.).   Operational improvements can be done to address specific problems 

under relatively short time frames as funding becomes available, often by in-house forces. 
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New Lane 

Major Intersection 
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Improved Access 
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Control 
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Control 
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Concept 2:  Minimal Improvement  

Concept 2, òMinimal Improvement,ó is the first (lowest) level of improvement.  It includes the 

complete widening and/or restriping of Westerville Road to (at least) three lanes, particularly in the 

area around the Alum Creek bridge, which was not included in the No Build.  It also includes 

sidewalks on both sides of the street (and pedestrian signals and cross walks), from Morse Road to 

south of I-270, and signed bike routes in both directions on Westerville Road (lanes shared with 

motor traffic).   

 

It assumes that street trees would be planted along Westerville Road, lighting would be improved, 

crosswalks and pedestrian signals installed, and new connectors to nearby trails built.  

Improvements to access management conditions, particularly in the area south of SR 161 not 

improved in the FRA-SR 3-24.48 project, also are included.  The opportunity of providing new 

connections, to link neighborhoods west of the old rail line to Westerville Road is included. 
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Concept 3:  Transit Expansion 

Concept 3, òTransit Expansion,ó includes the improvements in Concept 2 and also includes improved 

òlocaló transit service on Westerville Road.  The regularly-scheduled peak and non-peak transit 

service would serve all of Westerville Road in the study area and connect to downtown Columbus on 

the south and Westerville on the north.  Currently, there is only peak-period òexpressó bus service in 

the northern part of the study corridor. 
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Concept 4:  Separate Bikeway on Westerville Road 

Concept 4, òSeparate Bikeway on Westerville Road,ó includes the improvements in Concept 3 and 

also includes additional pavement for a separate bike-only facility for north and south travel on 

Westerville Road.  This bike facility could take various forms: a lane separated from motorized traffic 

by a painted line (generally assumed as the default option); a lane with a physical barrier, such as a 

curb or concrete òJerseyó barrier; a separate multi-use path providing for both pedestrian and bicycle 

travel. 
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Concept 5:  Major Widening  

Concept 5, òMajor Widening,ó includes a full reconstruction of the Westerville Road rights-of-way, 

including 5-lanes on Westerville Road.  It also includes other improvements included in Concept 4 

(sidewalks, bike-facility, and new transit service).  Additionally, this concept includes greater efforts 

to improve access management conditions.   
 

  


















































