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Introduction

The Westerville Road Corridor Studgcuses on Westerville Road (State Route,3yom Morse Road
to I-270, in northeast Frarklin County, Ohio. Thpurpose of the studyis to identify and reviewtravel
problemsin the corridor, per existing and future conditionsand their magnitude;and develop
alternative improvement concepts ana refining of the concepts The study is following Steps 1.1
through 4.5 of the Ohio Department of Transportation D T)Project Development Process

Step 1 of the study involved preliminary work, such as identifying the stakeholders, documenting
existing issues in the corridor, and developing a public invement plan. Step 2 involved research
and technical studies ad development of thedexisting and future conditions repott @and defining
the transportation problems and establishing the need for potential projects. Step 3 involves the
review of alternate solutions or concepts.

This particular report is for Step & of the ODOT project development processid is a summary of
the findings from Step 3. Step 3.5 includedocumenting the alternatives, analysis and reasoning.
At a minimum, this documentation should:

¢ Identify all alternatives considered

e Describe the nebuild alternative

e Present very general estimated costs of alternatives considered

¢ Explain why any alternatives were eliminated

Motor vehicle travel is a key focus of the study bthere were also significant concerns about the
ability (or inability)to get around the area using othe modes (bicycle, walkingand public transit).
Currently, provisions for nomotorized and transit modes of travel argery limited Therefore, this is
also a significant consideration in thestudy.

The study is being condued by the MidOhio Regional Planning Commission, tmeetropolitan
planning organization( 0 M Pf@ ¢h¢ area. Funding for the study is provided by the city of
Columbus, Franklin County, and ODOT.

Previous Project Development Process Steps

Existing and Fture Conditions

TheWesterville Road studygorridor is part of a continuousand historicroute that connects themajor
03 C0O ci t.iwhiestibdnimpdrtanbstate route,SR 3does not have the importance it did in
the pre-Interstate highway era.In the Columbus areathe roadis mostly used for shortr-distance
travel, to reach freeways or other major roads, from and to commercial and residential ared$e
Westerville Roadhortion of SR 3, inside the outerbelthas a high number of access pointand traffic
signals, generally making for slow travel.

The surrounding area is highlgleveloped, but is generally lowetensity types of development such
as single or double familhomes and spreadout, highway sprawl commercial developmentuch of
the area wasannexed into the city of Columbus andeveloped in the late1960s and 1970s, but
significant portions of Westerville Road inside the outerbelt remains outside the city, leavthe road
itself as a mostly state responsibility. The adjacent aregdg manycases,were developed in
accordance withlower county standards, and sometimes without public water and/or sewer.
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Over the years, some of the area has remained stable, lather parts have declined a moderate or
significant amount, particularly to the south and west of the study corridor. The nearby Easton area,
just east of the study area, has been a major area of new development in the past decade. Little
new developnent has occurred along/NVesterville Roadand little is expected in the future. Some

new office use is possible if the area southwest of the2lF0/SR 3 interchange wereto be

redeveloped

No significant environmental issues in the area were identifieddemographic conditions, with
regards to minorities, Hispanic, poverty, disabled and elderly populatisrabout average for Franklin
County There isevidence of a large Somali populatiom the areabased on the locationof support
services directed to hat population.

In general, traffic flow in the corridor iswrrently at an acceptable levebfs er vi ce (LOS oD, 6
better), though overall volumes are heavy for a two or three lane roabraffic forecasts are based on

a year2030 horizon, and increasedn traffic per this forecast are small, though levedf-service does

worsen some in the future. The levaf-service analyses assume optimal road operation conditions,

including traffic signal operation, which is not the case today.

Portions of Westertie Road in the study area have had travel safety issueBetween 2005 and
2007, there were nearly 700 crashes along #astudy portion ofWesterville Road Over onehalf of
the crashes were reafend collisions, perhapsstrongly related tothe many drivevay and public street
intersections. Four of the twelve intersections along the corriddrave higher than state average
crash rates. The intersection ofWesterville and Morseaads has nearly tvice the crash rateof the
state average for this type of intersection.

Travel in the study area by pedestrians and bicyclisaad by public transitis difficult, though there is
an existing bike trail, mostly to the east of the corridor, along Alum Creek, that will evetituprovide
a complete link into dwntown Columbus Walking onWesterville Roads difficult because there is
no continuous sidewalk network, pedestrian signals, or lighting. Public transit serviceVdasterville
Roadis limited to a few peak hour, limad-stop, express buses that connect to downtown Coumbus
and points north. A significant number of roar households were identified in the general area, per
year2000 U.S. Census data.

Draft purpose and Need Statement

As noted abovetraffic flow in thecorridor currently appears to be within an acceptable range,
though the overall traffic levels on Westerville Road are high for a two (or three) lane ro@DOTs
about to starta safety projectwhich will improve conditions oWesterville Roadn the study area
north of SR 161. @erall travel conditions sould improve whenODOT completes this project, which
is scheduled to begin constructiorin early2011, and be completed in 2013

In the longer term, withan expectedmoderate increase in traffic volmes, levelof-servicelevels
deteriorate some. The sheer volume of traffic in the corridor, on two through lanesay result in
significant congestion at peakravel times, and in other related issues.These issues may be able to
be addressed through lowr-cost intersection and general operational improvements within the
overall 3-lane road configuration, though portions of the corridor may warrant &4dane
configuration.

As for safety, ODOTO6s mai ntmanyd theegistimgadnaemsintper oj ect

northern part of the study corridor. Following the completion of that project, updated evaluation of
conditions will be necesary. Safetyssues in the southern part of the corridor will remain.
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Conditions for pelestrians and bicyclists on Westerville Roaare poor. As this onceural corridor
developed, the road wasieverr e bui |t t o 0 ,withbsidawalks streed lightimgyr d s
crosswalks,pedestrian signals, and related features ODOT6s mai nteetmplammede / saf et
for 2011, will convert some of the road to an urbastyle curb axd gutter section,and will add space
for bicyclistin each direction, and a followp projectwill add sidewalks. Possibly, these
improvements will help make transit service upgdes apossible consideration for the future.

Though some improvements may be made the nearfuture, in the northern half of the study area,
that will improve motor vehicle travel and safety, angossiblynon-motorized travel, conditions still

may not beat the level desired. The southern part of the study corrigavith no planned upgrades,
will continue to need improvement

The concepts develope@dnd described in the next sectionywere intended to address the purpose
and need of the project. The neetbr the project includes existingand future traffic congestion and
safety/access management issues and the lack of pedestrian and bicycle accommodatipasd
transit service The purpose of the project includes the following:

¢ Increase mobility and safty for all users
o Better facilitate the movement of people and goods
o Efficiently serve existing and future development

e Provide improved transportation in the corridor for all modes including pedestrians, bicycles
and transit

e Improve access to the Columbueeway system via Westerville Road

¢ Reduce cutthrough traffic on neighborhood streets

¢ Provide an aestheticallypleasing, modern urban street

e Improve the economic development and redevelopment appeal of the corridor

Conceptual Alternatives Development

Eight conceptual alternatives were developetbr the Westerville Road study corridpincluding the
o builddconcept. The concepts inclde different levels of accommodations for motor vehicles,
pedestrians, bicycles, and public trasit. The concepts alsdliffer by the location of the
improvementsd whether on Westerville Road itself, the abandoned rail lingest of Westerville
Road or in both locations. Most features of the concepts are only in the study corridor, but some
continue beyond thisd south to downtownand/or north to the Westerville area.

The conceptual alternativesvere initially developed by MORPC staff based on the project purpose
and need. They were then reviewed by the study stakeholder committee, and later in a public input
open house meeting.Public comments regarding the concepts are provided in the appexdif this
report. The concepts continued to get refined and adjusted during this processhe final list of
concepts is summarized in the following chart.
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Conceptor Improvements in the Westerville RoaddGbatiel¢sccommodations
On Westerville Road
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The concepts are numbered 1 through 8, with Conce
all include improvements loated directly on Westerville Road and generally build upon each other,

adding additional elements up to Concept 5. Concepts 6 through 8 all make use of the abandoned

Mt. Vernon rail rightsof-way and also include improvements to Westerville Road.

Possibk use of the abandoned Mt. Vernon rail corridor for transportation purposes was suggested in

meetings with the public. An organized group (Westerville to Arena District Bikeway\oA¥) is

encouraging development of a bikeway or mufturpose trail in the rail corridor, which would connect

with the Arena District in downtown Columbus.

To differing degrees, all the concepts, except fo
need. All the improvement concepts, at a minimum, include thrémffic lanes, sidewalks and bike

provisions and all except Concept 2 include improveguiblic transit service.

Description of the Conceptal Alternatives

Each concept is described individually below.
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Concept 1: No Build

Concept ull dgNMorBpresents existing (2010)
expected to take place. oh€re camstruttibnefuhding isr oj ect s
programmed in theMORPCTransportation Improvement Program. The only committed project to

i mprove Westerville Road that was assumed i

safety/maintenance project (FRAR 324.48, PID 76279).

This project has been under development for many years and is currently schedutedtart

construction in2011. The project is primarily intended to address safety issues Mesterville Road

from SR 161 to north of £70, as documented in the ODOT FA8-24.29 Traffic Safety Study

(preparedfor ODOTy the consulting firm, Gannett Fleming, in February 2003).

MidOhio Regional Planning Commission

7L:"':’i"’fi,::i;—',,, WESTERVILLE Westerville Road
== Corridor Study

T Concept 1: No Build
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from SR 161 to north of I-270
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As shown in the below depictionhe FRA3-24.29 project includes widening or restripingVesterville
Roadto three full lanes from SR 161 to-270, except in the vicinity of the AlunCreek bridge. The
projectalso includes adding a throughane in each direction at Dempsey Road, some realignment of
SR 3, other modifications to improve public and private acee points, and signal improvements.

Also assumed in the no build is the optimization of operational conditions (signal operation, new
traffic control signs, etc.). Operational improvements can be done to address specific problems

under relatively shortime frames as funding becomes available, often by-rouse forces.
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Concept 2: Minimal Improvement

Concept2 O Mi ni mall Is the firso(lovee st) keveltof, indprovement. It includes the
complete wideningand/or restriping of Wederville Roadto (at least)three lanes particularly in the
area around the Alum Creek bridge, which was not included in the No Build. It also includes
sidewalks on both sides of the streetand pedestrian signals and cross walksjrom Morse Road to
south of I-270, and signed bike routes in both directions oklVesterville Roadlanes shared with
motor traffic).

It assumes that street trees would be planted along/esterville Roadlighting would be improved,
crosswalks and pedestrian signals installed, and new connectorsrearbytrails built.
Improvements to access management conditions, particularly in the area south of SR 161 not
improved in the FRAR 324.48 project, also ae included. Theopportunityof providing new
connections, to link neighborhoods west of the old rail line Westerville Roads included

WO Regcn!PaningCommision
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Concept 3: Transit Expansion
Concept 3, oOTransit
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the northern part of the study corridor.

Expansion, 0

CORPORATE EXCHANGE O

NEWTOWN 25

F8d

S WINIGISS
ARSS.

R
oee®
Ime

SEREN®P,

BELLA VIA AVE

PATRICK Av £ £
z "\ % &
e
G
s 3
A 3
e
HLOSSOM AV Z
%
EpL
YOUNGS DR
= PINECON
Nescrovepr |3 @us!
& 2 3
o B £
& 2 S
7 ¢ g
&5 T TENABO AVE £ "
3 g AN
3 oL &
z TocK!
PARKING Loy g
3 <
RAINIERAVE &,
)
ADIRONDACK AVE %
%
COLUMBES
5 «yer
E DuB(y, &
Ohan
g s
ERVICE Ry |
Nor, .
T
77)
VB B
24 by
LD DUBLIN GRANVILLERD
WERRWOOD
|___JORDAN RD 2200
% SORE R
WiLOWOOD RD = 2 MINERVA PARK /i =
| a %
oR /D
o RO oS $4E — . /|
oot T minert® = oY Appy e
F DRIVEWAY SEED C
E /
[ /
)
Qe Gijgnio0n OF
S92 ALDER VISTA DR
%
f BLENDON BN
MAPLEWOOD DR ONATHAN NOBLE way |~
WALLCREST BLvp -
5 0TLOOSE pR JETSTREA,,
> Yo, WHISPER CREEK DR
2 IRONSTONE D o
3 ONE DR OSPERITY LN WESTBAY
MINERVA AVE LITE_sy VESTEAY DR
Y Nt
MORAUTY ] A;\‘ e -
s i s S
{ITBOURNE AV g i ?
Y CT 7S
<
&
[SBURN D N ﬂ
BLAREFIELD DR RAFLIN O
% TEINER
o STEINER T
£ 9
BRETTON Woops I3 %,
% S % S{LLE WO0DS pF
% a3 %, &5
kmHwo g\ = % W .
RTHWOLD RD % it MAUTING DR
ON § PRUN
Jdon ro VALLEY PARK AVE
lko 13 TRAIL LANE ¢7/2
|ABiNGToN 7D e & s
0 vy & =
B0
L PARKLANE 2
JiguRY b S LANE ave <Ak Rig
L BERTHSTONE ©
NEgy,
Bus Service South a8
to Downtown /// &
MORSE Rp
J MORSE RD

DRAFTWesterville Road Conceptual Alternativ@olutions Evaluation

Report

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

Westerville Road
Corridor Study

Concept 3:
Transit Expansion

Concept Includes:

- 3 Paved Lanes
- Sidewalks
- Signed Bike Route

New - SR 3 Bus Route

=—— Paved Lane
Sidewalk

~==eexLeft Turn Lane

Signed Bike Route
(lane shared with
general traffic)

3

New Local
Bus Service

E]

SR 3 roadway features
are schematic only (not to scale)

0 980 1,960

Page9 of 35

i nc lcludbeimprotved e
-schedid peakamdwnorpdedk dandk o a d .
service would serve all of Westerville Road in the study area and connect to downtown Columbus on

the south and Westerville on the north. Cumdly, thereisonlypealper i od oexpresso

i mpr
The

bus



Concept 4: Separate Bikeway owesterville Road
Concept 4, 0Se pMesteavillecRodBIiok d macyl uadres t he | mpnmdovement s
also includes additional pavement for aseparate bikeonlyfacility for north and south travebn
Westerville Road.This bike facility could take various forms: a lane separated from motorized traffic
by a painted line (generally assumed as the default optior)]lane with a physical barrier, such as a
curb or concrete 0Jer ssepah pmading fordath;pedastrisnend dicyald e
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Concept 5: Major Widening
Concept 5, oMaj or Wiarstructiongfthé Wasterdille Rahaights-ai-waf, u | | r
including 51anes on Westerville Road. Hlso includes other improvements included in Concept 4

(sidewalks, bikefacility, and new transit service) Additionally, this concepincludes greater efforts
to improve access maagement conditions.
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