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grows, there is concern about the ability to maintain a
11 Background high quality of fé in the face of potentially

uncoordinated development activities. Therefore, the
Local governments in Fairfield County have been Purpose of this study is twofold) To coordinate the
actively pursuing various walking and bikings @ad activities of local governments to ensure the creation of
projects in recent yeats.addition, there isignificant an interconnected countywide system of active
interest within the county in preserving and conserving transportabn and open space infrastructure, @hd o
lands that are agricultural, scenic or perform critical Quide private development to ensure integration with
ecosystem functions. Recent activities that havecurrent and future public infrastructure systems across
prompted the development of this plan include: the county.

}  Adoption of the Fairfield County Delopment 1.3 Previous Vérk

Strategy and Land Use Plan
} A Healthy and Smart Development project from There have been several plans and other work efforts

the Fairfield County Health Department related to active traportation and open space in
} Two applications to the Safe Routes to School Fairfield County. Although most relate only to portions
Program of the county, the following list of documents were
}  The City of Lancaster comprehensive bike trail reviewed to determine what work has already been
}  The City of Pickerington trailong Diley Road accomplished and to identify if any existing or new
1 The City of PickeringtoBomprehensive Bikeway recommendationsag be inconsistent with each other.
Plan

List of Planning Documents in Fairfield County

As a resulof this interest and previous work, Fairfield
County Regional Planning Commission (FCRPC)} Fairfield County Development Strategy and Land

contracted with the Mi@hio Regional Planning Use Plan, 2002

Commission (MORPC) to develop thian to examine } Violet Township Land Use and Transportation

two distinct, but interconnectedterests for Fairfield Plan, 2005

County: ative transportation and open spacéhe }  City of Pickerington Bicycle and Pedestrian

active transportation component provides the Facilities Mster Plan, 2000

framework for the development ai safe and }  Pickerington Comprehensive Land Use and
convenient transportation system forbicydes, Development Plan, 2001

pedestriag) and other nomnotorized travel modes } MORPC®S Regional Bicycl e
connecting communitiesjajor destinations, and areas Facilities Plan, 2006

of interest outside the county.The open space | Fairfield County Subdivision Regulations, Revised
component provides for the identification, preservation July 5, 2006

and interconnection of several types ofnoppace,

including parks, conservation areas and greenways.  aqgitional resources consulted during the courtsisof

study are shown in the bibliography.
1.2 Purpose and Need

Fairfield County, Ohio, is on the growing fringe of the
Greater Columbus area. As the coympulation
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1.4 Beyondthe Scope of thePlan In some cases, a range of alternatives will be provided
allowing local communities to pick the best option for
them. h other cases, a specific alternative will be
recommended, but the manner of implementation may
be flexible. In each case, some discretion will need to be

The scope of this plan is broad, covering a range of
issues related to the topics of transportation and open

space. Although the resulting recommendations will . i
. . exercised byotal governments anodther agencies
provide guidance to tleounty and local governments

on how to achieve the goals of the plan, many deta\ilsres'dents and property owners to eniuzeprogams

. . . , . _and regulations ultimately adopted fit the individual
will remain to be worked out by implementing agencies. : .
needs and circumstances of those involved.
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2.1 Overview of 8udy Area and Process Objective 1 Encourage a range of nomwtorized
facilities connecting existing systantsdestinations.

The focus area of this study is Fairfield County, Ohio.

Additional small areas outside the county have been Policy .1 - Support local communities and

considered due to the presence of destinations, faciliies encourage private development of a complete

or transportation routes in nearby areas of surrounding  system of bikeways, pedestrian facilities, bicycle

counties. parking and safe crossings with emphasis on
connecting existing local and regional systems,

This plan was developed over the course of a year in  residences, schools, businesses aiid plazes.
cooperation with the staff of the ald County

Regional Planning Commissiand other technical Policy 1.2Integrate efforts of planning, recreation,
agencies An extensive process of stakeholder public works, public service and other departments
consultation and review led to the development of the of city and county government and other agencies,
plands goals and concept ua buchaas tODNRn Statei WidesTrail Plafg thathaer o u g h
technical analysis followed the ctilacof various data involved in planning, construction or i®nal
necessary to understand the current conditions within elements of the bikeway and pedestrian system.
the county and the possible implications of various

conceptual alternatives. Finally, the conceptual Objective-Encourage a nemotorized system that is
alternatives were vetted through a public and costeffective and minimizes cost without sacrificing
stakeholder process to arriveredcommendations of safety and aesthetics.

active transportation and open space policies and

projects for Fairfield County. A complete list of Policy2.1 - Promote the economic benefits of
outreach activities and meetings can be found in the bikeways and sidewaledandowners to encourage
Appendix. support and participation in granting easements.

2.2 Goals, Objectivesand Policies Policy22 - Fairfield County should schedule

expansions to the bikeway and pedestrian system to
For each component of this plan, a setgoéls, utilize funding opportunities through grants, new
objectives and policies were developed by stakeholders and redevelopment, capital ioy@ments,
within the county. These establish the aspirations of the infrastructure improvements, and utility projects.
county with regard to active transportation and open

space as well asdenti fy chall engeggch23 - tigbrtify BKevda, Opedestrian and
implementation connecting route needs early in design phases of
any public facility project and incorporate
anticipated costs intfuture capitalimprovement
programs.

2.2.1 Active Transpotation

GOAL: Encourage the development of a safe and

context appropriate bikeway and pedestrian system for Policy2.4 - The nonmotorized system should be
all users in Fairfield County including special designed to utilize existing corridors and rigfhts
populations. way to reduce costs of land acquisition.
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Objective -3Encourage a nemotorized system that Policy .8 - Provide assistance and funding where
expands in parallel to county growth and provision of possible to ensure such corridors and setbacks
publc services. reflect native grass, trees, and heritage species that
are best suitkto the continuation and preservation
Policy3.1 - Fairfield County should amend the of such areas.

Fairfield County Subdivision Regulations to require

nonmotorized  facilities  within  proposed Objectivé - Encourage land use and development

subdivisions. patterns which maximize the conservation and provision
of natural areas, cultural resources and open space.

Policy3.2 - Fairfield County should encourage

bicycle parking at public buildings. Policy5.1 - Develop programs, incentives and
regulations for long term protection of critical

Paicy3.3 - Fairfield County should implement the resource areas, cultural resources and lands

policy of 0CasmpddmgrieciplSt r e e designated for protection by the 20Bairfield

for infrastructure. County Development Strategy and Land Use Plan

Policy34 - Fairfield County should develop Policys.2 - Protect woodlots and mature forests

maintenance policies for roadside and separate non  from fragmentatio
motorized systems to ensure safafround access
and operation. Policy5.3 - Protect steep slopes which are
undevelopable.
2.2.2 Open Space
Policys.4 - Protect and conserve ecosystems or
GOAL: Preserve natural, cultural and agricultural habitats of rare, threatened or endangered species.
resources while recognizing private landowner rights.
Policy.5 - Protect and conserve noteworthy land

GOAL: Provide adequate open space and terea features including, but not limited to, eals,

facilities throughout theanty. gorges, caves, highly productive farmland,
floodplains, flood pools, riparian corridors, scenic

Objectivie Protect war quality. vistas, wetland areas that include-meaabe areas,

green space buffers, and valuable historical and

Policy.4 - Develop riparian setbacks that allow for archaeological lands.

floodplains, natural stream channel migration and

prevention of future damages to the waterway and Objectivé - Encourage devapment and further
surrounding areas. enhancement of parks and open space meeting

environmetal and recreational needs oburtty
residents and visitorsPromote open space and park

Policy.2 - Ensure property owners and the public >
connectivity.

are educated on theportance of riparian and

wetland buffers for protecting and enhancing water
quality. Policy6.1 - Buffer adjacent, netompatible land

uses with parks and open gzac

Policy.2 - Ensure adjacency between open spaces

! More information on Complete Streets can be found at:
and parklands.

http://completestreets.org/
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Policg.3- Ensure public access to or public use of Policy.5- Ensure property owners and the public
protected areagxcept where sensitive areas may are educated on the importance and maintenance of
be negatively impacted by such access. parks and open space.

Policy6.4 - Encourage collaboration between
various entities for land acquisition, development
and maintenance of parks and open space.
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Fairfield Countyis amostly rural, agricultural county | |3.2 Demographics
rich with historical significance. Many of the-non

urbanized townships have lush wooded areds a Fajrfield County is the fourth most populous county in
winding streams. This chapter describes conditions incentral Ohio following Franklin, Licking and Delaware
Fairfield County today andtiaipated changes in the  counties The population of the county was 122,759
future as appropriate. The following sections provide according to th€000U.S. Census, which reflected a
information ont he count y dspulator, o g mhexiyN9% growth over the 1990 population of 103,461.
existing facilities faspen spacebicycling and walking,  According to MORPC, the estimated 2008 population
and policies affecting either active transportation or was 141,503, and is forecasted to grow to 204,624 by th
open space. year 2030, an increase of 67% over 30 years.

3.1  Geography About half ofFai r fi el d Caraunrbhagyds resi
suburban livingvithin developed Violet Township and

Fairfield Countywith an area of over 5&quare miles, the municipalities dfancaster, Pickerington, Columbus

lies just southeast of the state capital in central Ohio andand Baltimore. The remainitglf live in thke rural

includes a portion of the growing Columbus townships and small tow&iture population estimates

metropolitan area. Lancaster, the county seat, is centrallghowLancaster will remaingdgh count yds most p

located and the largesty wholly within the county. city.
u. S. Rout e 33 i s t he countyads mo s t promi nent

transportation route, connectirgputheast Ohio to 3.2.1 Youth and Seniors
central Ohioln addition, a small portion a70crosses

the northern edge of the county sendommuter and  According to the 2000 U.S. CenpsbLiancasterand

long-distance tnel needto the east Violet Township together comprise nearly 50 percent of
the total ppulation of Fairfield County children

Fairfield Countysits on thenorthernedge of Ohio's between 5 and 14 years of age. This age group is a

Appalachian regionThe onceylaciated northern prime target group for bicycle and pedestrian facilities as

portion of the county is fairly flathile the southern they are unable to drive to school, major activity centers

portion is the beginning of the Appalachian foothills. and destinations.

The scenic Hocking H4 region lies immediately to the

south, mostly in neighboring Hocking CouRgjrfield Violet Townshigs the hore of over 50 percent of the

County has significant water resourcéarga portion 18614 seniors, age 60 and over, in Fairfield County.

of Buckeye Lake is located northeastern Fairfield | ancaster comes in second with over 7,000 seniors.
County and the Hocking Riveriginatesn the western

part of the countyand flows souththroudh Lancaster

towardthe Ohio River. Population | Population
Jurisdiction 5 to 1l4years | over 60years
Amanda Twp 380 379
Berne Twp 790 785
Bloom Twp 1011 980
Clearcreek Twp 563 465
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Population | Population 3.3 Existing Transportation System
Jurisdiction 5 to 14years | over 60years
[ 1323 - .
Columl.)us City 232 The Fairfield Countyroadway system is made up of
Greenfield Twp 681 1018 approximatel$82miles of bwnship roadg62miles of
Hocking Twp 445 530 county roads, 257 milef municipal roads and 244
Lancaster City 4638 7107 miles of state roads. The county and township asads
Liberty Twp 1096 1182 p;imall(;ily rur’?/ll twdane asph:lt road\r/]\{ays V\gth hnarrolvv
- shoulders. Most county and township roads have lane
238
M_adIS(.)n Twp . 172 widths of eight to nine feet with some of the more
Pickerington City 1901 748 recenlty constucted sections having 10 tefaat lanes.
Pleasant Twp 807 1080 The majority of county roads do not meet current
Richland Twp 301 339 design standards that recommend 11 #fodt2vide
Rushcreek Twp 589 574 Ianej with adgquate shoulderg, for safety ag(;u:apacity.
- Roadways under county jurisdiction have-a y
4982
Violet Twp 9759 widthstypicallyranging from 30 t@2feet. Over half of
Walnut Twp 954 1132 the roads hav60 feet righof-way widths.
FairfieldCounty 18,798 18,614

There are two majactive rail lines within theunty.

The Indiana and Ohio Railroad Inc. (1&0) runs through

the county from northwest to southwest roughly

Ohio has the largest Amish population in thedwaitl paralleling US 33, terminatingngighboringHocking

is estimated that over B0 Amish live in Ohi. County at Logan The Norfolk Southern(NS)

While most live in the Northeastern part of the state, Cor por ati onds West Virginia se¢
Amish communitiesalso can be found ineastern the three northern and two eastern townslhips

Fairfield County, primarily iRRushcreek Township. Fairfield Coanty.

The Amish live simply and reject most modern

3.2.2 Amish Population

conveniaces including electricity and motorized T h e | &0 i s a oOshortline6; a
vehicles generally relying on horsesl ébuggies for  provides services to businesses and communities not
transportation. served by the major carriers. The NS is one of the four

major railroads remaining in the US and has an
extensive network east of the Mississipptypically
carries three to four trains daily. It is anticipated that
The 2000U.S. Census estimétiat 7.5 percent of all  the volumes carried on this line will remain fairly
people in Fairfield Countiyave income below the constant witla relatively low growth rdte.
poverty level. Asvell, the Census showttht over
17,000 residents, over the age of five, have a disability. Some handonedcanals and railroadsmain agdinear
corridors and public rights of w#hat are no longer
used for transportation purposétowever, some of
these former rights of way have been encroagioed
by development or have revertbdck to private

3.2.3 Other Populations

2 8 Township and county roddformation isfrom Fairfield

http://www?2.etown.edu/amishstudies/Population_by State ?OU”W Engineer
2008.asp Fairfield County Development Strategy and Land Use Plan
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ownershipmaking the corridors discontinuous in some, 3.3.2 PedestrianConditions
areas

Pedestrian transportation networks consist of both
roadside and ofbad facilies designed for safe access
and use by people on foot or using mobility aids like
Curently, there arever 19 miles of bikeways in \yheelchairs, walkeetc. Roadside facilities are facilities
Fairfield County. within the public right of way of streets. These include
facilities designed for people to walk safely aleng th
} A 5% mileshareduse path exists along Diley Road direction of the road, typically consisting of sidewalks,
between Cherry Hill Drive and therthern Violet and those for safely crossing the road, typically
Townshipboundary consisting ofmarked crosswalks. Offoad facilities
} A % mile sharedise path along Sycamore Creek include mixed use paths and trails that may be part of a
connecting Pickeringt High School, Junior High ~ greenway or trail system and mayy caany nor-
School and Municipal Building. motorized forms of traffic includingoth pedestrian
} A seven mile bike lane exists along SR 256 betwee@nd bicycke
Norfolk Southern Railroad in Pickeringtord the
Baltimore Municipal Boundary. Very few streets in unincorporated Fairfield County
} A 2 mileshared route exists on Waterloo Eastern currently have roadside pedestrian facilities. While most
Road and Beamum between Hill Road and of these streetwith facilitiesare local streets within
Pickerington Road. residetial subdivisions, some of these are major
} A % mileshared route exisbn WinchesteRoad thoroughfares like Refugee Road, Harmon Road, Milnor
between LithopolgVinchesteRoad and Waterloo Road and Blacklick Eastern Road.
Road.
} A % mile $ared route exists on Walnut Streetin Fai r f i e | fdw o€ ocoadhsharedl sise pathe
Lithopolis and Waterloo Street in Violet Township. mostly in Violet Township Utility corridors and
} 4 miles of paved shouldare presenbn SR 37 abandoned rail corridors exist but are not used as or
between Lancaster and Bremen. consolidated into connected networks of public rights of
}  An existing sharagse path from Forest Rose way. In most instances, they have been taken over for
School in Lancaster to Olivedale Senior Citizens private use.
Center.
} A shared route exists on Fair Avenue betwee 3.4 Existing Open Space Network
Wilson and Columbus Street ancaster.

3.3.1 Bicycle Conditions

Open Space is a gendmm describing undeveloped
Map 1 at the end of this chapter shows existing and |and set aside for public or private use or enjoyment

committed bicycle facilities in Fairfield County. and/or conservation. Parks are open spaces used for
recreation and pleasure activities. The categorization and
There are nap-to-datesigrs or wayfinding systenher typology of parks and open spaces in this document are

cyclistsin Fairfield County. The only existing bikeway based orthe Fairfield County Development Strategy and Land
map is the map of the Fairfield Heritage Trail and mapsUse Plan(Fairfield Land Use Plan) and industry
associated with the Lancaster Trail. standards.

The Fairfield Land Use Plan and national standards
categorize open space based on size, type and service
area.lt is important to note that parks may not be
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categorized based on their names but rather based oftach open space category can also be described

their service area and the nature of their Hee qualitatively. Mini  open spacedypically cater to

example, Fairfield County residents described thehouseholds without yard space. They sometimes include

Columbus Metro Parks as community pafst smalscale playground equipment or facilities for other

metropolian parkspecause of their perception of the smallscale activities such as chess boddsall

use and service area of the parks. swimmingpook and facilities found in mipiarks are
characteristic  of neighborhood open spaces

In this report, open spaceis organized intothe Neighborhoodopen spaceare oftenassociated with

followingcategories elementary school playing fiel@mmunity open

spacesusually contain larger pool facilities ahtetic

fields, many of which are associated with junior high
and high schools. Natural features such as ponds and
wetlands, and environmentally sensitive areas needing
permanent protection and conservation are commonly
found in communityopen spacedletropolitan open
spacesan accommodate the widest range of facilities,

} Mini- and reighborhood;
} Community; or
} Metropolitan

The Fairfield Land Use Plan includes a standardefor t
number of acres per person for all of the categoeds us including everything from smsdale playground

in this plan except for mini open spaeesvever, it is equipment to boating and campgrounds. Metropolitan

important to acknowledge mapen spacesince their parks are also ideal for greserving and conserving

small,si_ze indicates_, _t_hat_en\yirgnﬁ]é(ntalﬁlgehs}‘fi\fearag.e need for o0poc
parkso i n aateg/ads are lackingdini pr i v

open spacesvill be identified as a stdategory of

neighborhood open spaces, dnely will beanalyze Open
based on the same standards as the neighborho )%pace neighborhood community| metropolitan
categoryThe standardbave been modified based on Category
professionaljudgment ad stakeholder input on the Sub —
specific qualities of and needs within Fairfield County. Category mini®
. . Size
Some adjustmentsere also made the size range for Range 01- 25 25-100 100 +
open space in each categdwo sources forational '
standards (DeChiara, 1982, and National Parks am(acres)

Recreation Amciation, 1990ps well as the Fairfield
Land Use Plan,were referenced initially and Open paces are also organized by purpose into one of
professional discretion was useddevelop standards  four types:

consideringall of the sourcedMini open spaceare

describedis one acre in size or less, and neighborhood}  Active;

openspacess 150-25 acres. To compensate for the }  Passive

lack of categorization open spaceisetween one acre 1 Greenways; and

and 15 acres in size, the maximum size foropém }  Conservation

spaceswas increasedhile the minimum size fothe
neighborhood categoryas loweredin addition, The
Fairfield Land Use Plan notes that school playing fields
may fall into the neighborhoapen spaceategory.

For this reason, all playing fields associated with schools
have been placédo the neighborhood category unless
they are 25 acres or larger.

Active open spacese defined as being designed for a
particular purpose such as golf courses and pools.

5 . . .
Mini open spaceasnge in size from .01 acres to 5 acres.
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Active parks include infrastructure for reational construction are not included this amount ste
activities such as team sports, playgrounds, and exercis@ppendix for information on open spaces that are
They are identified aSpecial Activity Aréasthe proposed or under constructjon

Fairfield Land Use Plan.

Thesel8,300acres are made up obifdividual open
Passiv@pen spaceare relatively undeveloped but may spaces sée Table 8 and Map 37 Open Spaces by
include walking paths, benches and otmémor Categoryn theAppendix fordetaily. Community parks
facilties. Passive parks may also include shelter housese c count f or nearly half of
While they are not specifically described in the Fairfieldmost of the open space acrea@pen spaces in
Land Use Plan, it is inferred that they include any openFairfield County are most commonly located in cities
space that does not fit into the active typology. and towns, imirbanzedunincorporated areas, and along

major roadways.

Conservation open spaces are areas dedicated to the
protection of a particularaturalfeature such as steep Approximately § percent of the total open space
slopes, wetlandsecological functioror endangered acreage is active. The passive open spaces are mostly
species. Greenways are a specific type of conservatiooomprised of conservation aeahich accounfor

open space which is a linear space alavafercourse. nearly85 percent of passive open spaeeTable3).
Greenways are most easily described as a type of
conservation open space because they are usually
permanently dedicated to protect the waterway with

which they are associated, but they atsayncludeor Category Quantity Acreage
connectwith parks and trail§reeways are addressed mini 22 51.88
separately within this plan due to the unique aspects of | neighborhood 46 503.90
this park typeConservation open spaces and greenways community 34 10,970.27
can be active or passive open spaces. metropolitan 3 6.742.74

In this plan, some open spaces categorized as
conservation areas and greenways mapentegally Type Quantity Acreage
dedicated as protected land, but their intent is to protect

. . active 81 14,2126

a particular feature or population.
0 0

This analysis of open space in Fairfield County by type } greenway

will not be as Hilepth ashe analysis based on category, 1 22238

but it is important to be fanat with the typology .

. : }  conservation

because  observationswill be made and

recommendations based on theoth. passive A 4,079.31
2 35.43

3.4.1 GeneralOpen SpaceConditions
} greenway

There are approximately,300acres of open space 4 3463.9
serving Fairfield County This includes open space }  conservation
acreagehat has a serviceeawithin Fairfield County
even if the open spadeself is located outside the
county Proposed open spaces or those under

Mini open spaceén Fairfield County are predominantly
located in incorporated areas, with the highest

t
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concentrations in the larger cities of Lancaster andThe community park category includes many open
Pickerington. Rockmill Park and Clearport Road Park to spaces whose sizes alone would place them in a different
the northof Hanaway Covered Bridge Park are the only park category. The Fairfield Land Use Plan defines all
mini-parks located in relatively sparsely populated Columbus Metro Parks open spaces as community
unincorporated areas. Harmon Road Park and Nelsonparks, regardless of their sizeliciv range from
Park are both in unincorporated Violet Township, but approximately 482 acres (Chestnut Ridge) to 5,038 acres
they are located near Pickerington in residential (Clear Cregk The three Buckeye Lake parks
subdivisions. Lakeshore Drive, Ldblsland Road, and South Bank
Road park® have also been categoriasdcommunity
The highest concentration of neighborhood parks  Parks even though they are alt han 25 acres in size.
also located in iocporated areas throughout the These open spaces serve a special function, allowing
county, specifically in Baltimore, Lancaster and access to the lake for water sports and other activities

Pickerington. Two residential subdivision green spacesassociated with bodies of water. The Pickerington Swim
Fairfield and Violet elementary school fields, and Club and the Retreat at Turnberry are also included in
Harmon Middle School fields, are located in the commuity parks category despite their sizes of

unincorporated Violet Township, but they are near approximately four and 20 acres, respectively. They are
Pickerington. both unique facilities to the area, serving special

interests.

The standard size range for neighborhood parks is

between five and 25 acr&sme school playing fields A community park outligs the Thomas Ewing Junior
that are smaller than five adrage been placéuto the High School Fields. As mentioned prevjousiout
neighborhood parks categorgchuse they meet the neighborhood parks, junior and senior high school
qualitative  definition for neighborhood parks. Playing fields are typically considered to be community
Alternately, several middle and high school playing fieldgparks.The Thomas Ewing Junior High School Fields
were placedinto this category because tlaegmuch categorizeds a community park because the property is
smaller than 25 acres in $izBe minimum size for the ~ nearly 25 acres in size.

community park caery in which they are generally

placed. The Flight of the Hawk Park is home to Threeout of the @ community parks are conservation
Quadrulacylindricaylindricean endangeredpecies of open space®ach home to several endangered species
mollusk and Johnston Covered Bridge Park is home to Five endangered animals, five plants and one fungus are
an endangered vascular pl@ystopteris tennesseemsis located in Clear Creek Metro PandeaHerodiag\nas
Apperdix 8 for acomprehensivdist of endangered creccandCistothorus platérsi® birds and a vertebrate

species in Fairfield Coumtlyd their common names animald are located in Pickerington Poridethyomyzon
fosspa fish, can be found on the property of the Retreat
Community and metropolitan parkisicluding the at Turnberry.

largest open spaces, are more predominant in

unincorporated areas than in cities and villages. When iThe metropolitan parks encompass a wide variety of

close poximity to an incorporated area, open spaces in activities. Out of the3lmetropolitan parks, seven are

these two categories are usually located on the fringe ofjolf courses and 3 are conservation open spaces. The

these urbanized areas, although there are excéptions conservation open spaces in this categetyased on

the cities of Columbus, Lancaster, Pickerington andtheir sizes of greater than 100 acres, but golf courses

Reynoldsburg are each home to one or more were identified as being metropolitan parks in the

community parks. FairfieldLand Use Plan, despite their sizes. Similarly, the
Fairfield County Fairgroundsnd camp groundare
considered to be metropolitan parks according to the
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Fairfield Land Use Plan. They are also very uniquespaces that cater to people with special interests. Th

facilities which draw visitors from the entireoregi Rockmill Historic Grist MillJohnston Covered Bridge
Existing camp grounds have not been included in thisPark and Hanaway Covered Bridge Parks are examples
plan, however. of open spaces that contain culturally significstorili

landmarks. The Smeck Historical Farm isfatssed
Two of the conservation metropolitan parks are home On the history of theoeinty with its unique amenitiés
to endangered species. The Charles RinGtsture a recreated town of historic buildings and artifacts. The
Preserve is home to threrdangered types of forests ~Work of local artist, Ric Leichlitels permanently
Mixed mesophytic, Appatdan oak, and Floodplain. displayed at The Flightthle Hawk Parin the form of

Ramalina pettidaxilus unifoliand Ardea herodime metal sculptures of native wildlifiotentially drawing
also found there. Fo@ndangered plant specfaster art and wildlife enthusiasts to the open space
oblongifoliuiRhododendron maxirdugians cingraad Conservation open spaces may @isactvisitorswho
Maxalis unif(waone fungusc(anoparme”a te)(m areinterestedn wildlife and endangered SpECiES.

one invertebrate animaCdrdulegaster ejrarzen be

found in the Wahkeena Nature Preserve. Other specialnterests include wateased activities.

Natural water bodies and constructed water features and

Twenty percent of the open spaces in Fairfield County@menities exist throughout tfeunoty. Cenci Lake Park

are connected to each other or to other destinations byfeatures open spa@walking path surroundi@enci
bikewayssee Appendifor Table 10 Existing Open Lake, and a connection to the Lancaster Tradnsyst
Spaces and Connections to Bikewayscordig to Buckeye Lakeand the three parks around its shore
adopted plans across thmumty, thregtimes as many offer water access and active and passive recreational

open space$ 56 percentd are proposed to be opportunitts at the waterds edge.
connected to a bikey. only lake in the county which allows unlimited outboard

horse power for boats. Colfax, kiveorpe, Rockmill,

and Rushcreekakes offer public fishing People
interested in swimming in a pool for exercise and leisure
may visit the Pickerington Swim Club or any smaller
pool facilities throughout theunty.

Twelve of the open spaces in Fairfield County are
located on a stream or rivaffering potential
connection to a greenway system:

} Walnut CreekSmeck Historical Park and Zeller
Soccer Park

} Hocking River Alley Park, Cenci Lake Park,
Hocking Park, Maher Park, Miller Park, Rockmill
Lake Park, General Sherman Junior High School
playing fields While this is not an exhaustive description of open

1 Clear CreekClear Creek Metro Park, Johnston spaces associated with points of special interest

Covered Bridge Parldanaway Covered Bridge throughout Fairfield County, it is clear that many
Park opportunities @st throughout thecounty to create

connections betweenopen space and active
transportation.

Destinations serving other variougrests include ¢h
Fairfield County Fairgrounds, ahd dog park in Violet
Township.

Open spaces as deations of special interese also
important to the @unty and regional open space,
greenways and bikeways network. Unique points Cf

interest attract visitors and increase the demand for

easier access to them. Such destinations in Fairfield? recent years the use of the term greenways has
County includ culturally significant places, and open €xpanded greatly, espégiai North America. In this
pl an, 0 g r ete greeaways ag aelihearr open

3.4.2 GreenwayOpen SpaceConditions
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spacen a riparian area (i.e., along a waterway). Becausdescribed with available information regardiater
of their relationship with waterways, the riparian qualityand watershed organizations
greenways in this plan must be examined from the
perspective of the watersheds within which they are3-4.2.1 ExistingActivities andRegulations
situated as desbed below.
Fairfield County admingss federal floodplain
In Fairfield County there are a total of 1,118 miles of regulations which specify the type, location, and

inland rivers and streams. Abauthird of Fairfield elevation of structures in delineated flood hazard areas.
County dains into the Scioto River watersheith the These regulations pertain to most new construction.
remaining arem the Hocking Rivewatershed Both Fairfield County and most of the incorporated areas
rivers flow into the @Gio River and ultimately into the have adopted andferce floodplain regulations as the
Gulf of Mexico. criteria for participation in the National Flood Insurance

Program. In exchange for enforcing flood hazard

Walnut CreekBai r f i el d tabotaryofithe & s '¢94dlgtiens, Fairfield County is eligible for federally
Scioto River coveringthe northern on¢hird of the backed flood insurance which is available for persons
county The Hocking River originates in west central living in flood hazard areas.

Fairfield County and continues southeast of the

countyto its mouth at the Ohio River. Rush Creek and Prior to constructionfloodplain development permits

Clear Creek athetwo major tributariesf the Hocking are required within a flood hazard area identified by
Riverlocated in the countySeeMap 2: Water Bodies Federal Emergency Management Agency. Fairfield
and Topography County reviews the permits to determine compliance

with the Special Purpose Flood Damage Protection

Surface waters are affected by soil type, geology, th&eégulations

topography of adjacent land, and laeds The soil

and terrain also influence the amount of runoff becauseln the Fairfield County Subdivision Regulations it is
of infiltration, percolation, and water holding required that an erosion and sediment control plan be
characteristic With some soils, raimfial more likely to submitted and approved before any land disturbance or
run off, whie other soils allow water to infiltrate more development over one acre or more can take place.

readily. Final Plats that are a portion of a larger prelimiplan
should submit an erosion and sediment control plan
There arel 26 different soil typed Fairfield Count§. regardless of the number of acres.

These soil typasry in drainage quality frei percent

well drained t@0 percenpoorly drained. The poorly  Violet Township also has a program that is administered

drained soils limit agricultural, residential and industrialby the Fairfield County Soil and Water District that is

land uses. called Violet Township Drainage, Erosion,denentSe
Control (DESC) Regulatidhe regulation is in place to

In this documentgreenway corridorare examined promote the public health and safety of its citizens

alongt he ¢ dournmajordwaterwaysd Walnut under the Violet Township, Limited Home Rule Law,
Creek, Hocking River, Rush Creek, and Clear 6reek under the Ohio Revised Code and other State and
andriparian areas throughout the counBdlowinga Federal Law. The purpose of this lawtoi protect

review ofgeneral informatigreach major waterway is People and property, avoid damage to the environment,
and encourage public safety by guiding, regulating, and

® Fairfield County GIS 7 Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission
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controlling the design, construction, use, and Water quality monitorg by the Ohio EPAindicates
maintenance of any development or other activity whichthat all or parts of the following Fairfield County
disturbs the topsoil or resuitsthe movement of earth  streans are affected by NPS pollution. NPS pollution
on land located in Violet Township. affects: Licking River (including Buckeye Lake)
Hocking River, Clear Creek, Rush Creek, Amanda
The Clean Water Acof 1972 was developed in  Creek, Blacklick Creeknda Pawpaw Cek. Point
response to polluted waterways throughout the United source affected streams arBaldwin Run, Georges
States. The goal is to restore and maintain the chemicafzreek, Sycamore Creakd Walnut CreekMonitoring
physical, and biological integrify ot he nat i o ha showy that alljorsparts of the following streams have
Greenways can be preserved or restothrough good water qualitylLittle Walnut Creek, MugidPrairie
required mitigation ro water quality trading in  Run, Turkey Ru(Rushmeek Township), Muddy Prairie
association with the Clean Water Act permits and Creek, and Hunters ReriSeeMap 3: Water Quality
programs. The National Pollution Discharge Attainment)
El'i minati on System rimaryt he Cl ean Water Actds p
point source control program. This program applies to Water quality and availability are important public
factories, sewage treatment plants, urban storm sewersoncerns. War problems can be costly and
and construction sites. The Total Maximum Daily Load inconvenient. While Fairfield County water quality and
(TMDL) program focuses on identifying and restoring availability is good, water is a precious resource that
polluted rivers, streams, lakesl other surface waters. must be conserved and protected. The communities
A TMDL is a written, quantitative assessment of water must work together to maintain a sufficient supply of
quality problems in a body of water and contributing good quaty water.
sources of pollution. The TMDL provides the basis for
taking action needed to restore a body of water. A3-4.2.3 Walnut Creek
Section 401 cdiitation from Ohio EPA and a Section
404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is Walnut Creek and some of its tributaries are tested every
needed for anyone who wishes to discharge dredge ofour years by the Ohio Environmental Protection
fill material into the waters in the United States Agency (OEPA)After the testing of the watercourses
is complete a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)
report is completed.The TMDL report provides
information on the waterways and from the data that is
Human ativitiesand natural processa$ect the quality collected the quality of the water is establidbeldw is
of our water suppliesoPoint source pollution is the the information for Walnut Creek and some of the
introduction of impurities into water from an tributaries from the 2006 TMDL repor
identifiable, known location. Nonpoint sou(iséS)

3.4.2.2 Water QualityGenerallnformation

pollution also involves the introduction of impurities Of the 55 sites evaluated ime two

into asurfacewater body or an aquifer, except the route hydrologic units comprising the Walnut Creek
is usually nodirect and the sources are diffuse in catchment, 44 sites had biological
nature® NPS can enter the waters throsgdiment, communities fully meeting their designated
nutrients, acids and salts, heavy metals, toxic chemicals, aquatic life use, 10 sites had impaired
and pathogens biological communities, and 1 site requires

further evaluation. All the sites samleng
the Walnut Creek mainsim supported

8 OSU Fact Sheet 9 Ohio EPA
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biological communities fully  meeting
expectations fowarm watehabitat (WWH)
streams. Also, biological communities in the
Walnut mainstam generally improved
compared to those measured in the 1996
survey, owig to improved municipal
wastewater treatmerithe overall quality of
headwater tributaries feeding the naamst
remained similar between the 1996 and 2005
surveys, most notably among sites draining
the rapidly suburbanizing Violetwnship

The Walnut Qeek Action Group (WAG)is the
watershed action group for Walnut Cre@ke group
meets quarterhto discuss Walnut Creek and its
tributaries. WAG has a watershed coordinator and a
watershed #on plan that was developed enipears
ago. WAG consists ofarious townships, villages, and
cities that are within the Walnut Creek watershed. The
watershed includes portions of Fairfield, Franklin, and
Pickaway Counties.

3.4.2.4 Hocking River

The TMDL report will be complete for the Hocking
River and its tributariesmsmer 2009 by the OEPA.
When testing the streams OEPA is looking for bacteria,
aquatic life, and benthic macroinvertebrd@elow is

the information provided by the OEPA for the Hocking
River and two of its tributaries, Rush Creek and Clear
Creek, fromhe TMDL report that will be available in
full later on in 2009.

Of the 395 aggregate linear stream miles of
the Hocking River watershed assessed in
2004, 294.9 miles (74.6%) were found to fully
support existing and recommended aquatic
life uses. Partiattainment was indicated for
62.3 miles (15.8%) and rattainment for the
remaining 37.8 miles (9.6%). Multiple and
diverse causes and sources were identified
with impaired areas. The leading cause of
aquatic life use impairment (partial and non

was

clayey silts and excessive sand bedload.
Associated sources of sedimentation were
wide ranging and included agriculture, riparian
encroachment, channelization or channel
incision, and natural condition® Takem
together, sediment impacts and associated
causes and sources accounted for 27.3% of
impaired of miles. Nutrient and organic
enrichment accounted for 15.4% and 13.1%,
respectively, of impaired miles. The sources
of theseimpact types were, again, diverse but
were principally associated with major and
minor Publicly Owned Treatment Works
(POTWs), and various agricultural activities
and related land uses. The rain{s&)
sourcé? of significant impairment was derived
from mine drainage. This source accounted
for 11.5% of the impacted miles. Areas
affected by mine drainage were concentrated
in the upper RusiCreek watershed (HUC
020) Taken together these account for 80%
of all impaired miles identified in the 2004
Hocking River study area. The remaining,
primary, secondary, tertiary or coequal causes
and sources of use impairment accounted for
20% of the impacted miles

There is no watershed action group for the Hocking
River at this time; if a group is developed thepgrou
could be responsible for the Hocking River and its
tributariesncludingRush Creek and Clear Creek.

3.4.2.5 Rush Creek

Rush Creek is 28 milesg within Fairfield Coungnd
found to support fish and benthic
macroinvertebrate communities consistent \tita
applicable biocriteria. Rush Creek is in full attainment
of state water quality standad#sjite active channel
maintenancg.

attainmat) was sedimentation. This category
includes both impacts derived from fine

YShoul d
110hio EPA

read oOoremaining

sourcebod
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Rush Creek does not currently have a watershed action
group; if one is formed it could be a part of the Hocking
River watefged action group.

3.4.2.6 Clear Creek

Clear Creek is 24 milesg within Fairfield County
and was found to contain fish and benthic
macroinvertebrate  communities consistent  with
applicable biocriteria. Based on studies from the Ohio
EPA Clear Creek is in fultt@inmentof state water
quality standards

Friends of Clear Creela volunteer groupis not
currently active. This group needs to reform and
develop a watershed action plan for Clear Creek.

120hio EPA
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neededto connect destinationsiithin the county
Many sources can be used to idehtifyi r f i el d Redestrattripsdtend to be of shorter distances, typically
needs for active transpatibn and open space facilities. not over a mile, but the success of pedestrian
The three primary sources of information for this study infrastructure depends on the development of networks
are: previously identified needs in existing plans, needshich providedirect travel routes and connections to
identified by stakeholders during the development of desiredlestinations.
this planand analysis of data. Each of these sources is

described in this chapter for the different topics of the The county subdivision rdations make mention of

plan. sidewalks. However, these regulations affect the
development of pedestrian facilities only within
4.1 Previously Identified Needs subdivisions and not between them or to outside

destinations.

This section describes needs that were identified in
previously completed plans and studies. Some areViolet Township is the only township in Fairfield
recommendatian from those documents, others are County tohave formally identified pedestrian needs.

policy statements or data results. The Violet Township Land Use and Transportation
Plan adopted in March 2005 identifies in its vision

4.1.1 Active Transportation statement

Any trip, regardless of the mode of transportation, Violet Township will have transportation

begins and ends with a pedestrian trip. Walking as a  Systems that support appropriate uses and
means of transportation gains importance since a large  Sidewalks and trails that ceon residential
proportion of the population who cannot drive or neighborhoods with other neighborhoods and
afford vehicular transportation including children, the community activity centers. Violet Township
disabled, senior citizens and low income populations  Will promote efficient public transportation

depend on alternative modes of transportation. In

addition, walking has other benefits like promoting The plan identifies minor arterials, collectors and local
active lifestyles and helping to improve public health, streets with pedestrian infrastructure needdy wit
improving environmental quality by reduced tailpipe emphasis placed on the collectors and local streets
emissions and alleviating traffic  congestion. requiring sidewalks to promote pedestrian connections
Development patterns that are designed with the and safety. The plan recommends the preparation of a
pedestrian in mind tend to be more focused on peoplesidewalk and trail master plan that outlines the
than on automobiles, resulting in better public places forconnectivity of subdivision sidewalk netwooksther

the community, thereby improving the overall quality of destinations.

life. Children walking to school, people walking from

their residence or work place to local retail outlets to runThe |and use plan and development standards

errands or for leisure afgpical of the kind of  developed by Violet Township and Canal Winchester

pedestrian activity that occurs in healthy built for the Violet Pointe Cooperative Economic
environments.

To facilitate safe pedestrian access and use, adequate
pedestrian facilities (both roadside aneroaffl) are
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Development Area CEDA)'? identify pedestrian SR 37 at CR 79 (Rainbow)

circulation standards for the small area in southe US22atTR 89 (Beckds Knob)
Violet Township addressed by the document. This area SR 256 at SR 37

is bounded by US 33 on the south, Busey Road on the CR 16 (Amandblorthern) at CR 39
north, the Franklin County line on the west and the (Lithopolis)

limits of Canal Winchester School District on the east. SR 188 (Lancast€hornville) at SR 256
According to these standards: (BaltimoreSomerset)

CR 13 (BasWestern) at CR 20 (Pickerington)

}  Developmets will be required to contribute to the
exising or planned bikeway network. }

}  Sidewalks adjacent to or paralleling major streets
shall be located within the right of way of each
parcel. As an alternative, sidewalks may be located
in the Open Space Corridor

}  Pathways in all areas shall be aligned to conform
with and continue for a reasonable distance the
alignment of walks on adjacent properties or
parcels.

}  Bike paths and pedestrian walkways should be
shown on the site development plan. The final
location ofbike paths and pedestrian walkways may

Highest Norintersection accident locations

SR 188 in Pleasant Towipsh

SR 37 in Pleasant Township

US 22 in Pleasant Township

CR 23 (Winchester Road) in Bloom Township
CR 50 Sugar Grove Road in Berne Township
SR 674 in Bloom Township

CR 34 (Carrolbouthern Road) in Greenfield
Township

CR 21 (Carrolastern Road) in Greésifl

be negotiated as paftthe final development plan. Township
CR 13 (BasllWestern Road) in Violet
The Fairfield County Development Strategy and Land Use Plan Township ) ]
recommendsghat roadways in locations where traffic _CIER 4?]_ (Havensport Road) in Greenfield
ownship

growth is not desirable (i.etitical resource eas and
agriculture preservation areas) should not be considered
for capacity improvements except as dictated in someAs previously mentioned, Fairfield County contains a
cases for safety consideraticfise £n highest accident  significant Amish population. This group makes regular
locations and highest nontersection accident locations ~ Use of horse drawn vehicles which prasgigtie issues

from 19971999 were identified for possible for local transportation plannifithe Ohio Department
improvements, which should include pedestrian and©f Transportation has analyzed the potential safety
bicycle facilities: issues that occur when horse drawn vehicles moving at
approximately-B mph, share the roadways with motor
vehicles traveling at spgedup t o 55 mph. C

} Highest accident locations - ] 5
Ami sh Buggy Safety on Ohi o0o0s

and Action Pldound that six percent of the crashes
between 1990 and 1998 occurred in District 5.
Rushcreek Township is |located

US33 at CR 18 (Hill)
SR 37 at CR 31 (Coonpath)
SR 188 @ CR 31 (Coonpath)

SR204 @ SR 158 A review of the dta found that a combination of speed

di fferenti al and motor vehicl
paths and turning movements of the horse drawn
buggies seem to be the primary cause of crashes. The

13  ,: . . . . .
Violet Point€EDA Area Land Use Plan & Developmentmotor vehicle drivers inaccurately estimate the speed of
Standards
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the torse drawn buggies and how long it takes to }
overtake or come up behind the buggy resulting in rear
end collisions.

The Amish Buggy Safety Report found the following:

} The majority of the crashes, 56 percent, occurred
during daylight hours.

}  The most fregent time for travel was between 7
a.m. and noon.

} The second most frequent time for travel was from }
3 p.m. to dusk.

} A greater chance of a buggy crash occurs after
dusk. }

}

The report recommended: i

} Widen shoulders to 6 to 8 feet on state roadways}
heavily traveled by horse drawn vehicles. }

} Use heavy duty asphalt mix }

} Plow shoulders during snow removal }

} Cut vegetation to improsght distance

}  Consider changing speed limits ;

}  Reevaluate vertical and fmmtal geometries on i

state roadways heavily traveled by horse drawn
vehicles.

Lancaster Trail The Lancaster City Bike Traihis
linear park that will eventually conr®ke trails in
Franklin, Fairfield rml Hocking coumés The
proposed City Trail will encircle the City with a 9.6
mile loop available to pedestrians and bicycles,
interconnecting  parks, schools, retail, and
waerways within Lancaster. There aeveral
miles of existingikeways. Over $1.2 million have
been identifiedrom varioussources to fund the
completion of this trail.

LancasteBtoutsville Trail- Plansare underway
within the Village foAmanda to covertrail to a
raittrail.

LancasteBremen Trail

Upper Hocking Trail

LancasteBuckeye Lake Trail

ThurstonBremen Trall

Clear Creek Greenway

Lancaster Lateral Trail

Smeck Farm Canal Trail

Route 256 Bike Routdxisting bike larsbetween
Pickenngton and Baltimore

Fair Avenue Bike Route

Fox Tralil

WaterloePickerington Trail

Pickerington

While state roads located in Rushcreek Township are
not in the top buggy crash locations, safety has been
identified as an issue. In Rushcreek Township, a group
of residents peibned local officials asking for help in
getting the Amish to better light their buggies.

Pickerington has an exigtisharedise path along
Diley Road between theilroad trackand Dove

Parkway. There are also existing shared use paths
locatedn the central businedistrict.

Three state roadways were identified in the Amish ¢anal Winchester
Buggy Safety Report for possible improvements in
Fairfield County: SR 37, SR 312, and SR 664. }

The Fairfield Heriige Trail Associatide a group of
Fairfield County citizens committed to developing a
network of public trails linking Fairfield County. The LithopoligBloom Township
Fairfield Heritage Trail is a network of the following
trails:

There is an existing shared use path located along
WaterloeEastern Road between Wateifiastern
Court and Pickerington Road.
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}  There is a signed shared route along WatRodad
between LithopolsvinchesterRoad and Slough
Road.

Reynoldsburg

}  There is an existing shared use path in Blacklick

Metro Park.

TheFairfield County Development Strategy and Land Use Plan

recommenslthe following:

The Raildo-Trails conversion of an
abandoned railroad corridor to the Fairfield
Heritage Trail is supported. Local
communities should be encouraged to consider
connections to this trail in their own planning
efforts.

The concept of bike lanes like those seen on
SR 256 east of Pickegion be expanded.
Connections to the ODOT bike plan should
be explored. The current ODOT bike plan
shows a crosstate bike route from Cincinnati
to Marietta that passes through north central
Fairfield County.

4.1.2 Open Space

Several local plans addressds associatedth open
space. There are several common themes among t
plans regarding open space needs as summarized belo

Preservation of environmental resources

} Preservation of cultural and historic resources

}  Recreational opportunities within wajkdistance
of all residential areas

}  Buffering of incompatible land uses

} A balancé distributionof parks throughout the
county

}  Collaboration between school and park land
acquisition

} Connection of open space

}  Recreational activities that reflect the people

use them

A couple of specific needs regarding the first item,
preservation of environmental resources, are important
to note. First, e Violet Pointplan requires na
environmental analysignder certain circumstances
before any use or developmemvolving new
construction, reconstruction or expansion of structures
can begin. The criteria used to determine if an
environmental analysis is required are as follows:

Any portion of the parcel is in the 9€ar
floodplain.

The parcel contains one or mevetlands.

15 percent or more of the soil is hydric or
contains hydric soil inclusions.

A stream or other natural feature crosses any
portion of the parcel.

The parcel contains an agricultural drainage
ditch.

25 percent or more of the total area of the
pacel has slopes over 20 percent.

25 percent or more of the site is woodlands, as
defined in the Village of Canal Winchester
Zoning Ordinance.

Also,the Fairfield County Development Strategy and Land Use
Planidentifies a need for protection of ripariard lan

along with the following recommendation O Encour age
the preservation of open space along major creeks and

rivers as well as numerous other waterways and

hreservoirs. Minimunpreservation should include all

Vﬁoodways adetermined by theoantyengineer o 200

feet from centerlines whichever is gréai@r

4.2 Needs identified by stakeholders

In addition to the eeds identifiedy previous plan
documents, stakeholders identified needs as part of this
planning process. This information was gathered during
advisory committee meetings and-@mene meetings

with individuals in many parts of the county.
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4.2.1 Active Transportation The Stakeholders want to maximize the conservation
and provision of natural areas, cultural resources and

The major input received regarding pedestrian facilitiesOPE" spacdhere is a need to protectunal vegetation

was the need to modify the subdivision regulations to along the greenway corr|-dors; als_o there is a need to
. ) oo protect endangered species that live in our ecosystem.
accommodate pedestriangiler also contributing to

. . . : . The Stakeholders want to use the greenways system as a
built environments that discourage vehicular speeding, . .
. . . means for connecting communities together throughout
especially on residential streets.

Fairfield County.

The following needs were identified at vafi@ecsnical

4.3 Data Analysis
and Stakeholder advisory growgetings el

In some cases, MORPC collected or obtained data to
analyze the countyds needs
oming from state and local sources, as well as

ORP C 0 s -hausennfoimation.

}  Focus on greenway/recreational travalral mreas
and work/errand travel in developed areas.

} Make sure new facilities are placed where deman
exists/is likely and that connect to destinations.

} Identify and pursue easy wins with state highwe
improvements to add pedestrian/bicycle facilities.

} Recognize Amish population and travel needs.

} Address interest from businesses in
recreational/quality of life aspects of county (esp.
site selection, relocating businesses).

}  Identify populations with special travel neéds
seniors, children.

}  Identify canal dnds as potential parts of

bike/pedestrian network. ) )
1 Concens from townshipsand the county engineer Typically, pedestrian needs analyses also tend to look at
pedestrian crash statistics to identify existing issues with

regarding maintenance of facilities along roadways : o oo .
5 possible preference for greenway trails. pedestrian safety. This information is taken in context of

1 Connect Metro Parks in and arotinel @unty. the developmenF pattern, Iapd uge,lﬁpetestmatlons,
. ) street configuration, etc. to identify safety concerns that
} A circular elenme of the bikeway network be

. . ) may be addressed through education, engineering or
added in Baltimore connecting each of the four . .
. L enforcement. However, in a rural context like most of
parks in that jurisdiction.

Fairfield County, crash statisticy not prove as
useful.

(4.3.1 Active Transportation

Based on existing demographicseamted in Sectidh2
Demographics there is a significant population of
individuals with disabilities and those with low incomes.
With limied public transit in Fairfield County, tmest

cost effective transportation mode fioany will be by
walking andbicycle

4.2.2 Open Space

Stakehold dentified t i q di As seen inMap 4: Pedestrian and Bicycle Crashes
akeholders identified two Specific needs regar Ingpedestrian crashes are clustered in the more developed,

Open space. incorporated areas, but this does not mean that the
other parts of theaunty are safe for pedestrians. On

} Connect exting parks the contrary, the lack of pedestrian facilities, the high

}  Protect natural, cultural, and agricultural areas speed and high volume traffic smme roadsnd the
widely dispersed destinations typical eof rural

The Farfield County takeholderslsoexpressed need development pattern create unfriendly conditions to

to set standards fonaximizing surfaceater quality.
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pedestria;and contribute to very little pedestrian traffic Average
except near the incorporated areas. Percentage of Number of
Trail Activity Households | Household
Approximately 101 bicycle/pedestrian crashes werg Participating Oé:f:t;\g?gns
identifiedin Fairfield Countypy the Ohio Department trails
of Transportation from January 2005 through Backpacking 70 33
December 2007. The majority of these crashes OCcurre%vernight
in the more urban areas of twunty Additional data ATViding 6.4 297
shows the following information on the crashes: Off-highway vehicl{ 5.9 14.9
riding
} 55 percent are pedestrians Crosscountry skiing| 5.0 4.6
} 45 percent are bicyclists Off-road motorcycld 3.4 333
} Most frequent days of the week: Friday & Monday | riding
} Most frequent howsiof the day: 2 p.nand 6p.m. Snowmobile riding | 2.7 10.1
} Over 50 percent of the crashes occurred at

intersections The data reveal that the most popular trail activities in

terms of the percentage of households that participate
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources conducted were walking for pleasure, nature appreciatizytling
a survey of a random sampleOhioans during the  on hard surfaces, day hiking, and jogging/exercise
summer of 2001 as a component of a statewide trailsunning. The most popular activities by frequency were
planning process. The survey was administered to dogging/exercise running, walking, nature appreciation
sample of 2,000 Ohio households to assess participatiomnd bicycling on hard surfaces. The slaggesthat
rates and attitudes dealing specifically with trail activitiegecreation providers should develop trail opportunities
and relad topics. The survey yielded a response rate ofthat serve the traditional trail activities.
26 percent and, as a result, caution should be ekercise

in aggregating these data to a statewide level. The mogjost pedestrian trips are less than 1 mile in distance, but
significant finding of this survey revealed the following. he success/usefulness of pedestrian infrastructure

depends on connectivity with a larger network of
sidewalks that provide access to a variety of destinations.

Average With local pedestrian systems thiategrate with
Percentage of Number of . X .
Trail Activity Households | Household bikeway and greenway .systems, reglo.nall pgdestrlan
Participating Activity networks can be established. The distribution of
Occasions potential destinations in the county, however, shows
Walking for pleasurg 73.4 68.4 that if adequate facilities are developed, there are
Nature appreciation| 44.3 459 destinationdo which people couldialk (SeeMap 5:
Bicycling on harq 44.1 35.3 Points of Interesy
surface
Day hiking 42.9 19.3 4.3.2  Open Space
Jogging/exercise 24.8 81.7
running A major focus of this plan is connecting people through
Canoeing/kayaking | 18.4 4.5 active modes of transportation,fgonctionastanceas
Bicycling on naturg 18.9 20.5 added as a variable defining an open space category.
surface This means that a category of open space is meant to be
Horseback riding ol 8.9 16.5 located either within walking and biking distance or




Fairfield County Active Transportation & Open Space Plan

within driving distance of the population it serves. to the minimum standard of open space for each open
Public input resulted in defining walkiriging distance space categadfy
as one mile within urbanized areas and two miles within

non-urbanized areas, whishdifferent tharthe service After testing some dif‘fererﬁtandards dakeholders
areas as described in the Fairfield Land Use Plan and ifeached consensus use a 1-mile walking/biking

national standards. distanceservice areas for urbanized areas amie2
walking/bikingdistanceservice areas for nambanized

It was also necessary to make adjustments gerthee areas. Urbanized areas defineds a combination of

standards for the minimum acreage required per persorurbanized areafom the 2000 U.S. Censysus

because the standards varied in each of the reference ncor por ated areas not includ

sourcesPlease sethe Appendix forTable11: Open definition of ubanized areas. Other approaches to

Space Service Standaadsble comparirtgpth sources establishing open space need are described in the

of national standards and those from the Fairfield Land appendix.

Use Plan to the standardis/eloped fouse in this plan.

Table 6 shows each open space category and theysing ArcGIS computer mapping software the

standards associated with them. locations and poptian served and not served by open
space based on service area bouadarieeach open
space category were identifi€caffic Analysis Zone
(TAZ) dataof the acreage of parcels in each residential

Open Space Categor] neighborhod | community[ metropolitan| density both within and outside of the service
SubCategory mini area bqurmfieswas calculateénd then the
Functional Distance | walk/bike walk/bike | drive population served. gnd not - servauas

i i calculatedby multiplying the acreage of
Maximum Service residential parcels in each TAZ by their
Areain Urbanized | 1 1 10 associated density to determine the number of
Areas (miles) households Se Appendix Table 12
Maximum Service Residential Land Use Densijtiedor
Area in Non 5 5 10 multipliers Then the number of households
Urbanized Areas was multipliedby average household size (2.61
(miles) persons for existing land use, and 2.43 persons
Acreage Required pe| 3 10 10 for futureland use), resulting in the population
1000 Residents within and outside of each service area.
4.3.2.1 Analysis Methodology Next, the additional acreage needed to serve

Fairfield Countywas calculatedt is important to

The goal othe needs analysis prociess® determine
how many acres of open spacenee@dto serve the
population in Fairfield County and whehe open
space should be locat@@ do thisjt is necessarp 1)

. . e 14 Open spaces within Fairfield County are used by people
determine the pojation not located within the open pen sp . _ y y beop
who live in other counties, reducing the acres of open space

space service boundaries each category of open per Fairfield County resident. Only the populatidraofield

space and 2) determine the population not having accesgounty is considered in this pldoe to complexities in
determining the quantity and origin of users outside of the
County.
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recognize that the open spaces within Fairfield Countyand biking distance of mirand neighborhood parks
are likely being usedy tpeople who live in other  and community parks, respectively
counties, reducing the acres of open space per Fairfield
County resident. Only the population of Fairfield On average, the minimum agresperson standardifo
County is considered in this plan, however, due to each prk category is met across thenty. There are
complexities in determining the quantity and origin of 3.7 acres of minand neighborhood park&8.5acres of
users outside ttiecounty community parks, antb.2acres of metropolitan parks
per 1000 residents (based on Censiia and MORPC
The process for calculating the additional acreageestimatesiHoweverat a more defed scalef analysis
neededbegan bydetermining how much acreage is the requirements are not metrizainygeographiareas.
needed to serve the populatinnsidef the service area
boundarie$ population not servedin each TAZ by~ Approximately530 acres of opn space are needed
multiplying the population noersed by the service  across the aunty The need for metropolitanopen
standard 3 acres perl000 people for miniand space accounts fapproximately43 percent of the
neighborhood parks, as an example. overall acreage needd@the greatest need among the
other two categories of open spaces exists for
The additional acreage needed to serve the populationcommunity open spaces serving urbanized @r2as

within the service areass also calculateflirst, any percent. Alternatelyhe least need exists Gmmmunity
areas where the population had acced® tminimum open spaceserving the non urban populatidap 7,
acceptable acreage per pensereeliminated. Then, Map 9 andMap 10 showareas in neeand generalized

the additional acreage needed to serve the populatioradditional acreage required by TéZportions of a
within the service areas was calculated. The resultingAZ. Estimatedacreage requirementy TAZ are
data is not organized by TAZ because of the provided intheAppendix inTablel3

complexities of the calculatiaesjuired to generate it.

Unlike the data for the areas outside the service area

boundaries, this data is organizegdmeralized areas.

4.3.2.2 Analysis Result®) Current

Based on the current estimated Fairfield County
population (2008)Jlaesidents of Fairfd County live
within the metropolitan park service area, meaning that
a metropolitan park is less than anil® drive from
their places of residence. However, additional acreage of
mini- and neighborhood and comntyniparks are
needed across theunty b serve both the urbanized
and norurbanized population. Sevefite percenof

the urban population lives within 1 mile of mamd
neighborhood parks and 66 percent within 1 mile of
community parks. Half of the nonban population
lives within 2 milesf mini and neighborhood parks,
while 61 percent lives within 2 miles of community
parksMap 6 andError! Reference source not found.

how the areas where residents do not live within walking
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