
Capitalizing on Growth
a prosperous Ohio region for all

Jennifer Keesmaat, CEO, Creative Housing
Former Chief Planner, City of Toronto

Thursday April 19, 2018

tweet @jen_keesmaat



Toronto





A capital city.



Provincial Influences



BRAGGING RIGHTS



We’re 
popular. 
People 
like us.

When did Toronto get so cool?

- BBC, April 30, 2014  

Toronto named seventh-
best city to visit by the

New York Times- The Toronto Star, January 28, 2016

Welcome to the new Toronto
- BBC, May 28, 2013            

Toronto’s Ethnic Buffet
- NY Times, February 28, 2014

Vogue names Toronto’s Queen Street West world’s second-hippest district
- The Globe and Mail, September 9, 2014  
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Downtowns are in 
vogue again across 
North America… but 
none have grown like 
Toronto’s.

Population Decline
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Downtown skyline in 2005



*Includes approved towers that are as yet unbuilt.

Downtown skyline in 2015







NOT SO FAST















Start here, Ohio

City Building Basics



better transit + 
mobility1



21% walk more frequently
36% bike more trips
50% transit more passenger km

16-34 year-olds
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changing consumer preferences

BOOMER ECHO RETENTION



86 % 
Choose 
Walking!
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new design goals for streets
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Union Pearson Express Yonge Subway Extension

Union Station Revitalization Eglinton Connects



Transit oriented 
development

Extended tree 
canopy

Active uses at 
grade level

Active public 
realm

Wider Sidewalks

Enhanced 
Crosswalks

cycle
walk

transitdrive + 
park



Critical mass of people and 
activities

Consistent building podium 
(street-wall)

Distinct streetscaping

Buildings face the street 
with active uses at grade 
level

Pedestrian crossings at 
regular intervals

Integrated transit system







51.5% commute for <30 mins

7.2% commute for >1 hr

17.4% commute for       
<30 mins

30.2% commute for 
>1 hr





urbanizing our Avenues
adding density + main streets









Better parks + 
public spaces2

















Rethinking the 

water’s edge.





new 
approaches 
to housing3



urbanizing classic suburbs
gentle density + new housing types









embracing the mid-rise city    
completing our urban fabric:

enhancing liveability 



Mid-Rise Guidelines
& Performance Standards







detailed precinct planning
ensuring the promise materializes



Sidewalk

Labs







Planning the city of 

the future: where will 

growth go? How will 

we create critical 

mass?



Housing Image

public private 

partnerships 

informed by strong 

government policy



Housing Image

designed for families: 

growing up vertical, 

without the long 

commute 



affordable housing as 

a critical part of the 

overall mix



More 
inclusive 
governance4













Big city living? It’s all 

about 

neighbourhood life.
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