




 

 
 

Memo 
To: Members of Dublin City Council 

From: Dana L. McDaniel, City Manager 

Date: October 15, 2019 

  

Re: Resolution 58-19 - A Resolution to Express Support of and to 
incorporate whenever possible the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission’s Smart Streets Policy Concepts 

SUMMARY 

 
The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) has approved a Smart Streets Policy that 
leverages current and emerging technologies and data to provide a digital infrastructure network in 
support of transportation project planning, design, and construction. Digital connectivity and data 
are fundamental to delivering an efficient and complete connection of streets that will improve the 
quality of life of Central Ohio residents. Over the past year, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission’s (MORPC) Smart Region Task Force has studied the concepts of what a smart streets 
policy may entail. MORPC’s Smart Street Policy is to be the first of its kind in the nation. Please find 
attached, MORPC’s Smart Street Policy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Technological advancements are rapidly transforming conventional views of transportation into one 
comprised of a mobility system that employs digital and information technologies expanding services 
and capabilities for moving people and goods more safely and efficiently. New systems include, but 
are not limited to, shared vehicles, employer-provided shuttles, unmanned aerial vehicles/drones, 
and connected/autonomous vehicular platforms. Digital technologies are and will be incorporated 
with new and reconstructed infrastructure, enabling connectivity and the collection and sharing of 
data of all kinds. The Smart Streets Policy recognizes this emergence will occur rapidly and that the 
region, and we as individual jurisdictions, must position ourselves to not only embrace this 
change/evolution, but also be a part of it and pro-actively incorporate it in our plans, designs, and 
construction of road systems. It is important that as we do this we consider connectivity, flexibility, 
interoperability/data, and equity. We are early into this concept as a region, nation, and society. 
Therefore, it is important we, as a region, work together in order to advance ourselves and the 
region as a whole.   
 
The City of Dublin has already made great advancements in this area. The City has significantly 
deployed optical fibers along many of its major roadways. Such digital infrastructure is a key enabler 
of the digital and telecommunications systems in support of smart streets. Additionally, the City of 
Dublin has maintained modern traffic signal systems, further connecting and operating them 
through fiber optic capability and begun to beta test “smart” and connected technology. The City of 
Dublin’s participation in the US33 Corridor Council of Governments is a great example of leaning 
forward to again, enable existing and future infrastructure with the necessary digital and 
telecommunications systems to beta test, incorporate and sustain connected/autonomous vehicle 
platforms and other connected/smart technologies.  
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As a result of the adoption of this new policy, MORPC desires to see Smart Street concepts 
incorporated into planning, programming, scoping, design, implementation, maintenance, and 
performance monitoring of all transportation infrastructure and encourages all infrastructure 
investments within the region to follow their policy. MORPC will apply the policy as part of its 
assessment process to all projects seeking funding through MORPC.  
 
In addition to this policy, MORPC will publish both a Guide Book and Play Book to help local 
jurisdictions with the understanding and implementation of this policy. The Smart Region Task Force 
is currently developing these.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends Council pass Resolution 58-19 in support of the MORPC Smart Streets Policy 
concepts and directing staff to incorporate the guidance contained therein for future City and private 
projects.  
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