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WELCOME!

Parag Agrawal
Chief Mobility and Infrastructure Officer 
& Senior Director of Programming



AGENDA

• Welcome and Introductions 

• Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
2024-2050 Updates 

• MORPC-Attributable Funding Update 

• MORPC Complete Streets Policy Update

• ODOT Design Manual Overview

• Columbus Bike Plus Plan 

• Member Roundtable 

• Other Business 



2024 - 2050 DRAFT 
METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN
Active Transportation Committee Meeting
February 28, 2024



MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

• Regional Council for Columbus, Ohio Region
o 2.4 million and growing

• Services for 85 Local Governments
• Rural * Urban * Suburban

• Focus Areas:
• Transportation & Infrastructure 
• Development Support (EDD)
• Planning & Sustainability
• Data, Research & Mapping
• Residential Services
• Policy & Grant Development
• Engagement

• Key Partner to Businesses & Non-Profits
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WHAT IS THE METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN (MTP)?
• Identifies regional transportation strategies and 

projects 
• Long-range (20+ years)
• Fiscally constrained
• Formal document submitted to ODOT and 

USDOT every 4 years



WHY IS THE MTP 
IMPORTANT?

• Central Ohio is growing
• Demogra phics a re  cha nging
• Development is  cha nging
• Dema nds on the  tra nsporta tion system a re  

cha nging

• Transportation projects must be on MTP to be 
eligible for federal funding

• Formula  & Discre tiona ry (BIL)
• Guides the  work of MORPC a nd regiona l a nd loca l 

pla nning pa rtners



Reduce per capita energy 
consumption and promote alternative 
fuel resources to increase 
affordability and resilience of regional 
energy supplies.

Create sustainable neighborhoods 
to improve all residents' quality of 
life.

Position Central Ohio to attract 
and retain economic opportunity to 
prosper as a region and compete 
globally.

Provide transportation and mobility 
options to benefit the health, 
safety, and welfare of all people.

Increase regional collaboration 
and employ innovative 
transportation solutions to 
maximize the return on public 
expenditures.

Protect natural resources and 
mitigate infrastructure 
vulnerabilities to maintain a 
healthy ecosystem and 
community. 

By guiding investment in transportation and mobility infrastructure and 
services in Central Ohio, the MTP identifies strategies to advance the 

following six goals:



Goals, Objectives & 
Targets

Local & State Plans

Data

Pop/Emp Forecasting

Travel Demand Modeling

Project Evaluation

Fiscal Analysis

Impact Analyses

Regional Strategies

Priority Projects

Documentation

Public Participation



Month

info

Month

info
Month

info

Month

info

Month

info

Event/
information

Event/
information

Event/
information

Event/
information

Event/
information

Create sustainable neighborhoods 
to improve all residents' quality of 
life.

DRAFT STRATEGIES
• System Management

• Preserva tion & Ma intena nce
• Technology & Inte lligent 

Tra nsporta tion Systems
• Dema nd Ma na gement
• Sa fety & Security

• System Development
• Infra structure  Projects

• Bike/Ped
• Transit
• Freight
• Roadways
• Multimodal Connections & Hubs

Full list of strategies available at: www.morpc.org/mtp2050
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Create sustainable neighborhoods 
to improve all residents' quality of 
life.

DRAFT PROJECTS

Webmap available at: www.morpc.org/mtp2050

Total: $35 billion

(costs in millions)



Create sustainable neighborhoods 
to improve all residents' quality of 
life.

DRAFT TRANSIT 
PROJECTS

Planned BRT Corridors

 Premium Transit Improvements

 Future Rapid Transit Corridors

 Corridors to Study



2022

• Review, update, adopt 
Goals, Objectives, 
Performance Measures

• Develop and adopt 2050 
population and employment 
growth projections 

2023

• Compile candidate 
strategies and projects

• Project Evaluation Criteria

• Interactive webmap

• Strategy and project 
evaluation 

• Fiscal Analysis

• Draft strategies and projects

2024

• Impact Analyses

• Full draft document

• Public comment period

• May: MTP Adoption

Public Participation



+ +
FASTER, MORE 

RELIABLE PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION 

SAFER AND EXPANDED BIKE 
AND PEDESTRIAN PATHS

 

WALKABLE 
COMMUNITIES MORE 
AFFORDABLE ACCESS 
TO WORK, HOME, AND 

ENTERTAINMENT 



WHAT’S NEXT?
• Community Presentations – January - March 

• 54  Presenta tions Scheduled

• Public comment period open through March

• MORPC MTP Open House: March 19th 3:30-6:30PM

• Feedback incorporated into final document

• MTP Adoption May 2024



Maria Schaper, AICP
Associate Director, Transportation Planning
T: 614.233.4153 
mschaper@morpc.org

Jonathan Heider, AICP
Senior Planner
T: 614.233.4154 
jheider@morpc.org

Nick Gill
Transportation Director
T: 614.233.4151 
ngill@morpc.org

Lauren Cardoni
Active Transportation and Safety Program Manager 
T: 614.233.4128 
lcardoni@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 

mailto:mschaper@morpc.org
mailto:jheider@morpc.org
mailto:ngill@morpc.org
mailto:lcardoni@morpc.org


Policies for 
Managing 
MORPC-
Attributable 
Funds
ATC
February 28, 2024



Policies for Managing MORPC-Attributable Funds

1) Introduction
2) Attributable Funds Committee
3) Process Milestones & Timeline
4) Eligibility & Requirements
5) Activity Categories
6) Application Process for New Funding
7) Evaluation & Selection Process
8) Project Development Requirements
9) Maintaining Funding Commitments
10) Other Policies for Program Management



• Section 5.3 – Funding Target Ranges
• Reduced minimum % for Roadway Capacity/Operation Changes

Section 5 – Activity Categories



• Section 5.3 – Funding Target Ranges (cont.)

Section 5 – Activity Categories

                     Preliminary Draft - Attributable Funds Available in SFYs 2025-2031

Projected Allocation: $329,900,000

Amount to Commit: $304,300,000

Category Min. % Max. %
Min. Allocation
(Alloc. × Min. %)

Max. Allocation
(Alloc. × Max. %)

Current 
Commitments for 
SFYs 2025-31*

Current 
Commitments 

for SFYs 2032+
Range Available 
for New Projects

Roadway Capacity & 
Operational Changes 30% 60% $84,300,000 $168,700,000 $91,246,165 $0 $0M to $72.4M

Preservation 10% 15% $28,100,000 $42,200,000 $34,960,085 $0 $0M to $7M

Bike & Ped 15% 25% $42,200,000 $70,300,000 $61,860,731 $0 $0M to $8M

Transit 5% 15% $14,100,000 $42,200,000 $20,620,000 $0 $0M to $22M

Interchange/Freeway 0% N/A $0 N/A $9,664,016 $6,497,059 N/A

Other 0% N/A $0 N/A $0 $0 N/A

Programs 0% 5% $0 $16,500,000 $13,550,000 $0 N/A

Total: $231,900,996 $6,497,059

Available for New Commitments: $72,400,000



• Section 5.3 – Funding Target Ranges (cont.)
• Removed the language below:

• In addition to the above target ranges, for the Roadway Capacity/Operational Changes 
category, funding requests greater than $5 million will not be funded until at least 40 percent 
of the maximum funding available for the category goes to requests that are $5 million or less 
(in 2022 dollars). 

Section 5 – Activity Categories



• Congestion Relief
• Included existing congestion in analysis
• Reduced priority in Roadway category

• Travel Delay Reduction
• Removed this criteria.

• Other Economic Considerations
• Increased priority in Roadway and System 

Preservation categories

Section 7 – Evaluation and Selection Process



• Percent and Amount of MORPC 
Funding Requested

• Separated this into two criteria
• Set fixed thresholds for scoring amount of 

funding requested
• Applicant Priority Ranking

• Limited scoring to only the top priority in all 
categories

Section 7 – Evaluation and Selection Process



• Crash Reduction
• Split crash reduction into two criteria
• Increased priority to A for all three safety 

focused criteria across all categories

Section 7 – Evaluation and Selection Process



• Various references to FHWA and FTA documents were updated.
• MORPC’s Complete Streets Review process was further defined in the 

document.

Other Changes



Tom Graham
Principal Planner
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4193 | M: 330.907.0875 
tgraham@morpc.org
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 

mailto:tgraham@morpc.org


MORPC 
Complete 
Streets Policy 
Update



Policy Sections
1. Complete Streets Defined
2. Background and Vision
3. Purpose
4. Applicability and Review Process
5. Policy

1. Requirements
2. Recommendations 

6. Appeal Process
7. Design
8. Implementation and Evaluation 



Section 1. Complete Streets Defined

Complete Streets are roadways, highways, bridges, and other transportation facilities 
that are designed, implemented, operated, and maintained in an equitable and 
context-sensitive manner so that people of all ages, incomes, and abilities can use 
them safely. These streets consider the needs of all people, including, but not limited 
to, people walking, bicycling, using shared mobility devices and assistive devices, 
using transit and riding school buses, driving, and operating commercial and 
emergency vehicles. 



Section 2. Background and Vision

This Complete Streets Policy aims to enhance the quality of life in Central Ohio through 
improvements to transportation safety, equity, mobility, accessibility, connectivity, 
sustainability, and resiliency as well as public health and economic vitality. This vision will 
be implemented through street design that is context sensitive and incorporates principles 
and practices that focus the function of a street around the safe movement of people, 
balancing mobility for everyone with safe and appropriate travel speeds. balance mobility 
for everyone, and minimize negative impacts on the environment.



Section 3. Purpose

Section 3. Purpose
The Complete Streets policy outlines the requirements and recommendations for project development 
to ensure implementation of the vision set forth in Section 2, Background and Vision, as well as 
established regional goals and objectives.
The following principles guide this policy and serve as the basis for the recommendations and 
requirements established in Section 5, Policy.
Complete Streets:

1. Serve people of all ages and abilities using all modes of transportation, as well as the 
movement of goods, without loss of life or serious injury;

2. Are key to creating a Safe System, and specifically incorporate the six principles of the Safe 
System Approach;

3. Consider not only the presence of a transportation facility for vulnerable road users, but also 
the level of comfort and safety provided by that facility; and

4. Provide safe and comfortable accommodation for vulnerable road users both along and across 
the right-of-way where necessary and appropriate; and

5. Require connected travel networks, best-practice design criteria, and context-sensitive 
approaches; 



Section 4. Applicability and Review Process

Complete Streets Review Process
The following steps are part of the general review process of MORPC-funded projects.

1. Step 1: As described in MORPC’s attributable funding application process the Policies for 
Managing MORPC-Attributable Funds, MORPC staff will host an applicant workshop following the 
announcement of the solicitation of applications. The workshop will include an overview of the 
Complete Streets Policy and provide an opportunity for project sponsors to discuss the policy 
requirements with MORPC staff.

2. Step 2: MORPC staff perform an initial screening of new funding requests through the attributable 
funding application process, which will include review of the proposed project’s compliance with the 
Complete Streets Policy. Staff will be available throughout the funding application process to provide 
technical assistance related to compliance with the Complete Streets Policy requirements. Compliance 
with this Policy is a factor in requirement for project eligibility and a factor in selection for funding. 
MORPC staff will provide relevant feedback to applicants regarding their project’s compliance with the 
Policy, and any potential revisions needed for their final application.



Section 4. Applicability and Review Process

Complete Streets Review Process (cont.)

3. Step 3: Project sponsors applying for MORPC-attributable federal funding will be are asked to 
acknowledge that they have read the Complete Streets Policy, and they must describe how their 
project will adhere to the Complete Streets Policy address the policy requirements. This currently 
includes listing the pedestrian, bicycle, and transit components that will be included in the proposed 
project. and explain how their project will safely and comfortably accommodate vulnerable road 
users.  This should include a description of the pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities that will be 
included in the project. If the project does not provide any of these facilities, the project sponsor 
must explain why if and what alternatives were considered and why they cannot be provided. 
MORPC staff will provide a summary of this information to the Attributable Funds Committee (AFC), 
who will ultimately determine the final funding commitments.



Section 4. Applicability and Review Process

Complete Streets Review Process (cont.)

4. Step 4: After MORPC has committed funding to a project, MORPC staff will review the project 
throughout the project development process to provide assistance where needed and ensure that 
the requirements of the Complete Streets Policy are met. Due to the flexibility of the policy and the 
variety of approaches that may be taken to design a Complete Street that a sponsor may take to 
complete a street, MORPC staff will work with the project sponsor throughout the project 
development process to find an acceptable design solution for both parties. Should a project design 
change significantly from the original scope (and funding application) to no longer be in compliance 
with the Complete Streets Policy, the project sponsor may be required to submit a new application 
to the Attributable Funds Committee. The AFC will determine if and when a new application is 
required.



Section 5. Policy

Requirements

1. Each project shall use the most appropriate design standards and procedures. For projects using 
MORPC-attributable federal funding, it will be necessary to meet or exceed standards and 
procedures acceptable to the Ohio and U.S. Departments of Transportation, as well as comply with 
State and Federal laws and regulations. such as the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Project 
Development Process and Location & Design Manual, as well as the Ohio Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices. Additional Related information and resources can be found in Section 7, 
Design, regarding best practice design criteria, design guidelines, and additional best practice 
design standards. procedures.

(moved from #7)



Section 5. Policy

Requirements

5. Consideration shall be given to street design that encourages safer travel speeds. Speed 
management and traffic calming elements including, but not limited to, road diets, street trees, 
and narrowing of lane widths, curb bump-outs at intersections, etc. should be considered where 
safe and appropriate.

6. Locations for safe enhanced street crossings should shall be considered identified throughout 
the length of a project. The design of those crossings should include best practices proven safety 
countermeasures that ensure high visibility and safety for people vulnerable road users crossing 
the street in those locations.

(moved from Recommendations)

https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures


Section 5. Policy

Requirements

8. Every project shall identify future planned facilities or services and likely future demand for all 
modes and of transportation within the project limits. Where feasible, projects should make the 
necessary modifications to existing infrastructure to accommodate these future planned facilities 
and services, and the project design shall not preclude the provision of future improvements.



Section 7. Design

Section 7. Design
Project sponsors will be are required to work with MORPC and ODOT Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) staff to determine the most appropriate design for a project and to ensure 
that the design does not conflict with federally required standards State or Federal laws and 
regulations. All project designs must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act as well as the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). National best practice design guidance, 
standards, and recommendations should be referenced in the design and implementation of 
Complete Streets but may require the use of design exceptions or requests for experimentation in 
some cases. Current guidelines and resources supported by the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) include, but are not limited to:



Section 7. Design

Design Criteria

ODOT has developed manuals for use on transportation projects in the state of Ohio that 
comply with Federal laws and regulations and compile the relevant criteria established in 
various national manuals, guides, and related resources. These ODOT manuals are 
intended to minimize the need for referencing multiple documents, and tailor design criteria 
to the needs of communities and transportation facilities in Ohio. 
The following ODOT manuals should be used for designing projects that receive MORPC-
Attributable Funding:
• Location and Design Manual, Volume 1 – Roadway Design
• Multimodal Design Guide



Section 7. Design

Design Criteria  (cont.)

When receiving MORPC-Attributable Funding for a project that is on the National Highway 
System (NHS), a local agency must seek approval from ODOT to use a locally preferred 
roadway design guide that differs from the ODOT manuals. If the project is not on the NHS, 
a local agency does not have to obtain approval from ODOT to use a locally preferred 
roadway design guide, so long as it is adopted by the local agency and it is recognized by 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).



Section 7. Design

Design Guides

The following publications are recognized by FHWA as “alternate roadway design guides” 
and may be used in project design to develop Complete Streets:
• Global Designing Cities Initiative (GDCI) Global Street Design Guide, 2016 and 

the Designing Streets for Kids supplement, 2020
• Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A 

Context Sensitive Approach, 2010 and the supplemental Implementing Context Sensitive 
Design Handbook, 2017

• NACTO Urban Street Design Guide, 2013

Pedestrian Facilities
• AASHTO Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities, 2021

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://globaldesigningcities.org/publication/global-street-design-guide/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://globaldesigningcities.org/wp-content/uploads/guides/designing-streets-for-kids.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://ecommerce.ite.org/IMIS/ItemDetail?iProductCode=RP-036A-E
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://ecommerce.ite.org/IMIS/ItemDetail?iProductCode=RP-036A-E
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://ecommerce.ite.org/IMIS/ItemDetail?iProductCode=IR-145-E
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://ecommerce.ite.org/IMIS/ItemDetail?iProductCode=IR-145-E
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://store.transportation.org/Item/CollectionDetail?ID=224


Section 7. Design

Design Guides (cont.)

Bicycle Facilities
• AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, 2012
• NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide, 2014
• NACTO Don't Give Up at the Intersection, 2019
• NACTO Designing for All Ages & Abilities, 2014

Transit Facilities
• AASHTO Guide for Geometric Design of Transit Facilities on Highways and Streets, 2014
• NACTO Transit Street Design Guide, 2016

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://store.transportation.org/Item/CollectionDetail?ID=116
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://nacto.org/publication/dont-give-up-at-the-intersection/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/designing-ages-abilities-new/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://store.transportation.org/Item/CollectionDetail?ID=133
https://nacto.org/publication/transit-street-design-guide/


Section 7. Design

Additional FHWA Resources

Other FHWA publications that support the development of complete streets are also 
available for reference. These include, but are not limited to:
• Achieving Multimodal Networks: Applying Design Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts
• Bikeway Selection Guide
• Crosswalk Marking Selection Guide
• Global Benchmarking Report: Improving Pedestrian Safety on Urban Arterials
• Primer on Safe System Approach for Pedestrians and Bicyclists
• Separated Bike Lanes Planning and Design Guide



Section 8. Implementation and Evaluation

Section 8. Implementation and Evaluation
The Complete Streets Policy is part of MORPC’s planning process and project selection for MORPC-
attributable funding. The vision and goals of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), Active 
Transportation Plan (ATP), and other key regional plans informed the development of this policy and 
will also guide MORPC staff in review of project compliance with the policy.
MORPC shall, at a minimum, evaluate this policy every two years in alignment with the updates to 
the Policies for Managing MORPC-Attributable Funds. The review will be completed in advance of or 
in tandem with updates to the Policies for Managing MORPC-Attributable Funds so that any changes 
to the Complete Streets Policy may be incorporated into that update. This evaluation may include 
recommendations for amendments to the Complete Streets Policy and subsequently be considered 
for adoption by the Transportation Policy Committee.
In order to evaluate the progress resulting from the policy, as well as potential needs for updating the 
policy, MORPC staff will document information related to project compliance with the policy. This may 
will include regular reports to the MORPC Community Advisory Committee, Transportation Advisory 
Committee, and Active Transportation Committee on project progress through the Complete Streets 
Review Process, as well as summaries of the challenges encountered, and resolutions made 
throughout the review process.



Appendix. Key Term Definitions

Road User 
The term “road user” means a motorist, passenger, public transportation operator or user, 
truck driver, bicyclist, motorcyclist, or pedestrian, including a person with disabilities. 
(23 U.S.C. 148(a)(8)).



Next Steps 
• Public Comment Period:

• Monday, Jan 22 thru Friday, Feb 23

• MORPC Committees for Info: 
• Jan 29, Jan 31, Feb 8

• Active Transportation Committee: 
• Wednesday, Feb 28

• (Tentative AFC meeting)
• Wednesday, March 6

• Additional Working Group meeting?

• MORPC Committees for Approval:
• April 29, May 1, May 9



LAUREN CARDONI
Active Transportation and Safety Program Manager
T: 614.233.4128 
lcardoni@morpc.org

SHELBY OLDROYD
Associate Planner
T: 614.233.4130
soldroyd@morpc.org 

THANK YOU!

mailto:lcardoni@morpc.org
mailto:soldroyd@morpc.org


ODOT Design 
Manual Overview
Jen Alford, ODOT



Columbus 
Bike Plus Plan
Brian Ashworth
Letitia Cetina



MEMBER 
ROUNDTABLE



OTHER 
BUSINESS



ODOT AT Planning Assistance

• Active Transportation Planning Awards 
(Jan 2024 Announcement)

• ATPs
• Grove City

• STPs
• Obetz
• Franklin County

• Statewide VRU Assessment still 
awaiting formal approval

• ODOT working on new program 
focused on roadway design that 
emphasizes target-speed

• Will focus on corridors with 25-35 mph 
posted speeds

• Target design changes to encourage 
slower travel speeds



Federal Discretionary Grants
• RAISE – February 2024

• City of Columbus – Linden Green Line
• Franklin County Engineer’s Office – Alum Creek Dr
• MORPC – 15 County AT & Trails Plan
• City of Heath – Thornwood Dr

• ATIIP
• Coming Soon?

SS4A FY24 NOFO Now Open
• 2024 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for Safe 

Streets and Roads for All grants 

• The FY 2024 NOFO has multiple deadlines:

• April 4, 2024, 5 p.m. (EDT): Deadline #1 for 
Planning and Demonstration Grants.

• May 16, 2024, 5 p.m. (EDT): Sole deadline for 
Implementation Grants. Deadline #2 for Planning 
and Demonstration Grants.

• August 29, 2024, 5 p.m. (EDT): Deadline #3 for 
Planning and Demonstration Grants. 

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/ss4a/fy24-nofo


MORPC RAISE Planning 
Grant Application

Trail Towns in the Nation’s Heartland

• 15-County Regional Trail and Active 
Transportation Network

• Local Trail Town Plans
• City of Mt Vernon

• Buckeye Lake Area

• Village of Shawnee

• Economic Impact Analysis

• Community-Based Engagement



2024 APBP Webinars

• Wednesday, March 20
• Quickly and Comprehensively Implementing 

a Major Shift in Transportation Design to 
Improve Safety and Encourage Active 
Transportation

• Wednesday, April 17
• Best Practices: Emergency Vehicle Access 

for Bicycle/Pedestrian Friendly Streets

• Wednesday, May 15
• Working/Planning to Advance Transportation 

and Health Equity (ODH)

Email Jordan Petrov to participate in 
virtual viewing party for APBP webinars:

jpetrov@morpc.org 

mailto:jpetrov@morpc.org


THANK YOU!
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:

Wednesday, May 22

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 
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