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AGENDA

. Welcome

The Regional Trail Vision was initially adopted in 2018, including over 500 miles of
proposed trails. The Central Ohio Greenways Board has expanded the vision to 15
counties, prompting outreach to additional counties. The annual update process allows
the Trail Development Working Group to recommend new Trails of Regional
Significance

Regional Trail Vision Updates Recommendations

Southeast Area Updates

* Hocking Adena Trail (20 miles proposed)

* Buckeye Lake & Lancaster (OU-L) Connection (6 miles proposed, 4 miles existing)
* Buckeye Lake Loop to Pickerington (30 miles proposed, 5 miles existing)

» Scioto Trail Realignment to Commercial Point (3.5 miles proposed)

The Working Group agreed to recommend all these projects for inclusion in the vision.

Northeast Area Updates

» Johnstown-Sunbury-Centerburg Triangle (Silicon Heartland Trails) (21 miles
proposed)

» Delaware Run and Berlin Connector (24 miles proposed)
Discussed feasibility, including necessary bridge improvements.

* Further input from local townships was recommended.

*  Alum Creek Trail Realignment

* Delaware State Park Connections (17 miles proposed)

*  Owl Creek Trail Extension (13 miles proposed, 2.25 miles existing)

* Newark & Heath to Buckeye Lake (2 miles proposed, 5.5 miles existing)

All projects were recommended for inclusion, with further review on some details.

William Murdock, AICP Chris Amorose Groomes Michelle Crandall Ben Kessler
Executive Director Chair Vice Chair Secretary




Southwest Area Updates

» Scioto Trail Extension to Chillicothe (15 miles proposed)

« Paint Creek Recreational Trail (30 miles existing)

» Darby Creek Realignment
Discussion on feasibility concerns due to environmental restrictions. Section 1,
Section 2, and the Darby Creek Connector were approved for recommendation, with
further study needed on the middle section.

The Working Group approved the Scioto Trail Extension, Paint Creek Trail, and a portion

of the Darby Creek Realignment for inclusion.

Northwest Area Updates
* Innovation Route (20 miles proposed)
* Indian Lake to Marysville (25 miles proposed)

Further discussion needed to ensure alignment with local plans.
* Indian Lake Loop (17 miles proposed, 3 miles existing)

Discussion with Logan County stakeholders required before inclusion.
* Sugar Run Trail (4.5 miles proposed, 0.5 miles existing)

Additional coordination with stakeholders needed before inclusion.
* Simon Kenton Trail Extension (8 miles proposed)
* Cardinal Trail (18 miles proposed)

Discussion indicated it was misclassified and should not be included.
The Working Group approved the Innovation Route, while other northwest area trails will
undergo further discussions before being added.

Marion County Updates

» Tall Grass Trail Extension (2.5 miles proposed)

* Marion Trails (3.5 miles proposed, 0.5 miles existing)

Both Marion County projects were recommended for inclusion.

3. Other Business
Updates to the public GIS map will be made available after COG Board adoption.

4. Adjourn

Please notify Lynn Kaufman at 614-233-4189 or LKaufman@morpc.org to confirm your
attendance for this meeting or if you require special assistance.

The next Central Ohio Greenways Trail Development Working Group Meeting will be
January 23, 2025, 9:30 am.
This Meeting will be held remotely; details to follow.
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CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAY-
REGIONAL TRAIL VISION

“I_I:__fﬁ VISION
|—M\F C A world-class network of trails

easlily accessible to every
Central Ohioan

MISSION
Increase Greenways trails
mileage and usage
for recreation and
transportation needs

MORPC




REGIONAL TRAIL VISION UPDATES MORPC

 The Regional Trail Vision Map is a network of 700+ existing and proposed Trails of Regional Significance that
spans 7 counties in Central Ohio. The Regional Trail Vision Map was originally adopted in 2018 by the COG Board
and MORPC’s commission.
o The Regional Trail Vision Map may be updated annually. Candidate Trails of Regional Significance
must be recommended to the board by the COG Trail Development Working Group during a COG
Board Meeting. The COG Board may choose to adopt an updated Regional Trail Vision Map if the

adopted update adheres to the definitions as described in this document.




CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS
TRAIL OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

MARION
LR

« A Trail of Regional Significance is a primary trail,
predominantly off-street, multi-jurisdictional, and
connects people to major destination points.

These trails have a well maintained, improved surface and
should prioritize comfort and safety for trail users. In
locations where Trails of Regional Significance intersect or
conflict with vehicular traffic, the trail should be emphasized
as highly as practicable. Landscaping and buffering should
be incorporated into the design of these trails. Access to
amenities, such as restrooms, drinking fountains, and
parking should be provided periodically. Wayfinding, snow
& ice removal, maintenance, and 24/7 access of Trails of
Regional Significance are critical to ensure that reliable and
equitable access is provided to all users

s —<




REGIONAL TRAIL VISION

PROGRESS >>>>

‘ﬂ‘MORPC

LINKUS advances COG

* 189 miles of proposed COG » -
trails in the COTA Service Area re===mts | ]
(CSA) ‘

« 175 of these are eligible for TSI i
funding (i.e., within 3-miles of a [
fixed-route transit stop) - -

« 37 miles (20%) are in the 2025-
2030 TSI CIP
« 27 (15%) of these are

Central Ohio Greenways

e EXisting

slated for construction by
2030

* 10 (5%) of these (mostly
Heritage Trail) have project ———
development funding 0 5 10 Future COTA BRT

. ___________________1§ 1 Northwest Corridor

=== Under Construction
= e=e= Proposed/Future

TSI 2025-2030 CIP

Construc tion

Project Development




REGIONAL TRAIL VISION

PROGRESS >>>>

MORPC Attributable Funds
advances COG

* 15 miles (8%) have received
2020 or 2022 Attributable

Funding awards
« 5 of these are also in the TSI
CIP
» 5.3 miles are in outstanding 2024
applications (3.7-mi. overlap w/TSI)
« TSI and past AF awards have
funded 50 miles, or 26%, of the
COG vision in the CSA for
construction or project
development by 2030.
40 miles, or 21%, are
specifically slated for
construction by 2030

————

@MORPC
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Central Ohio Greenways
e Existing
e=e=e= Under Construction

=== Proposed/Future

TSI 2025-2030 CIP
cccccccccccc

Project Development

oooooooooooooooo

MORPC Attributable Funding
- Past Awards

2024 A pplications




CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS
GATEWAY OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

Trailheads are the backbone of any trail wayfinding system.
As Gateways to both trails and the places they run through,
trailheads have extraordinary capacity to influence trail
users’ wayfinding experience — and thereby their overall
experience of the trails.

A Gateway of Regional Significance is a premier
trailhead located along a Trail of Regional Significance
that provides and/or connects trail users to amenities,
services, and information necessary to navigate the
trail system.

MARION
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PREMIER TRAILHEADS | COMMUNITY GATEWAY MORPC

FEATURE ACCESS TRAILHEAD LEVELS
Trailheads are the backbone of any

trail wayfinding system. As gateways
to both trails and the places they run Access to Streets & Roadways o

through, trailheads have extraordinary Information Kiosk/Map

REQUIREMENTS POINTS

ENHANCED PREMIER

capacity to influence trail users’

Bike Parking
wayfinding experience — and thereby )
their overall experience of trails. This Seating
chapter reviews the current state Transit Access®
of wayfinding support offered via Sidewalk Access
trailheads along the Ohio to Erie Restrooms

Trail in Central Ohio and provides Water Access

recommendations for optimizing Placemaking Elements
1

: o . e Shelter(s)
with the information and amenities

they need. Facilities Staff

Unique Design

*Where applicable; rural areas may not have transit.




PREMIER TRAILHEADS | COMMUNITY GATEWAY

B €

Westerville Howard | London
Hanby Pargl\_/|VesterviIIe, Rotary Park, Howard OH Prairie Grass Trailhead

Dublin

Riverside Crossing Park

DISCUSSION: Should the COG Board adopt COG Gateways (existing &

proposed) on the COG Regional Trail Vision Map?

>

MORPC



Regional Tralil
Vision Update

Recommendations

COG Trail Development Working Group
December 13, 2023
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Southeast
Area Updates

Fairfield, Hocking, Perry, & Pickaway
Counties




Hocking Adena
Trail

« Extend vision for southeast

93]

connection parallel to US RT 33.

Lan
g®
“
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» Potential to connect to Hocking Hills

State Park and Athens. ho

4
. . . 4
« No specific ROW identified. ea, "ot
Lake Logan '..

State Park ua’-ﬁﬁhwﬁ

e
o b,

« Approximately 20 miles of proposed 180 3
! 4
trail. >,

LanEl' Run Hocking *

« Recommended by: ODOT /Toole .

Haydenwilje
L 4

Design Hocking Adena Trail Adel| hi - B

Qine Melsonville
Extension... G G, .
@ Hocking Hills

S State'Park
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Buckeye Lake & Lancaster (OU-L)

» North-south connection along SR 37.

« Ends at OU-Lancaster, which currently has an SUP

connecting to the rest of Lancaster.

* This SUP is not on the COG Vision.

o
« Approximately 6 miles of proposed trail and 4 miles of il e

existing trail.

« Recommended by: Fairfield
County & Bike Buckeye
Lake

Beacof

» Informed by: Fairfield
County Active

Transportation Plan

Lancaster Newark Rd

Buckeye wnz
stane Park

256

12



MORPC

Buckeye Lake Loop to Pickerington
( Terry’s Dream)

This trail would connect Buckeye Blacks Rd sy &
=
| oe
Lake to Pickerington and the |6 = 28
z 137}
Columbus area. 3
e
. | | (a0}
+ It would also create a loop around = apn-StrReynol=u i
E “ | W | ¢
= L 4
Buckeye Lake. L _ Wind = “u,
C 20 E [T = Q‘
a T ‘:.'tal:EF"aq&ll, A
* Some segments of the Loop are Kensingtan 3\ bt g )
Glen llllllll..llll.... o i
already complete. "-----.......______" ‘_,“
T LE TR
] . E
* Approximately 30 miles of proposed Pickerindton -
m
trail and 5 miles of existing trail. Winchester i
Highlands T
. l
+ Recommended by : Bike Buckeye 3
paltimore . i
b |256)

Lake, Fairfield County -




Scioto Trail Realignment
to Commercial Point

» The Village of Commercial Point has some

ROW/easement on the west side of the
Scioto.

» A portion of the trail will be built as part of a

1044
new industrial development in a flood.

« ODOT projects along SR 762 could facilitate
trail.

Shepherd Ry

Tay,
2

» Approximately 3.5 miles of proposed trail.

« Recommended by: Commercial Point

Duvall o
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Northeast
Area Updates

Delaware, Knox, Licking, & Morrow Counties




Johnstown-Sunbury-

Centerburg Triangle
(Silicon Heartland
Trails)

« Potential rail-trail between
Centerburg and Johnstown —
connect through Hartford.

» Centerburg-Johnstown
* Approximately 10 miles of proposed
trail.
* Sunbury-Johnstown
» Approximately 11 miles of proposed

trail.

 Recommended by: “Trails in the
Intel Region™ meeting, Trail Town
Working Group, Delaware County
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Delaware Run and/or
Berlin Connector

Could extend beyond Scioto Trail and O2E
into neighboring counties/communities

ODNR trail project in Alum Creek State
Park
Delaware Run
» Approximately 12 miles of proposed
trail
Berlin Connector
* Approximately 12 miles of proposed
trail
Alum Creek legs
« Approximately 7 miles of proposed
trail

Recommended by: MORPC TA Program
services with Berlin Township and City of
Delaware.

Is one connection preferred?

Kingston
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E' LUE A Hickory W
: _
Alum Creek Realignment
» Trail along Bale Kenyon has seen completion —T"
.Ej?ﬁ Alum Crifek J{,}ﬁ-U——\@\_
of the first phase, which goes under 71. S E:;’} i
979t
» Approximately 1.5 miles of trail #™ g wal
S
« Recommended by: Orange Township and : ,5 I
DCEO ) 2l
» Does this need any realignments? — ‘ : Lakes Golfand_—_
q “ Country Clu
» Maybe a more feasible but less pretty “‘
alternative to current gap in Alum Creek (z20 Ky
. Polaris Nnrth/l E F':"""’—’-"-?{J, “
Trail. g !
Gamini Pl | -

Palaris

Palaris Sauth

Warthington
Barl




Delaware State Park Connections

"ﬁ MORPC

e

. r 8 e
« East-west connection. g = Windsor 7 T
o Corners
« Could extend the Olentangy Tralil 5 ’,ﬁshfey
a .
north to Delaware State Park — ‘o’
*
ODNR involvement. Trojtds R Oxfard
L 4
School connection. o
Radnor ‘0
. Scioto Trail-Ashley (23] R
*
« Approximately 15 miles of ’0’
) Delaware o*
proposed trail. o e ",‘ 1 Loke ',0
. . pnt®
« Olentangy Trail Extension aaL L LT T X “___.--“ Leonardsburg
LA N n
«  Approximately 2 miles of o -
: [ ]
proposed trail. , A L]
|
 Recommended by: Delaware g =
‘_.t. [ ]
County Planning Commission @ Kiloqggme




Owl Creek Trail Extension

* Potential new connection to
OTET.

Ghost Hill

» Approximately 11 miles of

proposed trail and 2.25 miles of

existing trail. 1320t

« Recommended by: Mt Vernon

and Knox County.




Newark & Heath to Buckeye Lake

 New north-south connection from

Newark/Heath to Buckeye Lake.

» Existing MUPs along much of

route.

» Approximately 2 miles of proposed

trail and 5.5 miles of existing trail

Burning Tree
Gelf Course

(Buckeye Scenic Trail).
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Southwest
Area Updates

Fayette, Madison, & Ross Counties




Williamsport

Scioto Trail Extension s
to Chillicothe

* Chillicothe has new UNESCO World

Circle Hill

Lia]
|
Heritage site. 3
sburg o .’Eﬁ o ;
« TOSRYV bike tour follows this route. B - G
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L
° i i N
Approximately 15 miles of proposed : Sinm
. |
trail. .
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Bloom§eld

Paint Creek \
Recreational Trail

Jeffersonville
~ _."/

.‘p'\

i [38] 26
» ~30-mile existing MUP Wy = %
2t A
connecting Chillicothe and _Milledgeville
. ok, WilliaTspnrt
Washington Courthouse. . _
® . Washingtén New Holland
« Access to numerous cultural %, U e '
amenities, including % TSN
Sabina o
UNESCO World Heritage . i
Sites. [41]
[72]
» Approximately 30 miles of
existing trail.
Graegfietd
« Recommended by: Ross 4 Mgstite I ioliow
] . State Fores
County Parks District
Hopewell
Paint Creek CulfireiNational
State Pari Historical Park
\.Scioto Trall
Hillsboro |State Forest
I

Rocky-Fork gy, o
Slale Park




Darby Creek
Realignment

* Proposed north-south alignment connecting OTET

with NW Columbus area.
 Likely more feasible than current parallel vision

given environmental and ROW concerns.

» Approximately 30 miles of proposed trail.

» Should this alignment be modified?
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Northwest
Area Updates

Logan, Marion, & Union Counties
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Innovation ..
Route

+ Following alignment REE e N
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Ostrander

of Industrial Allen Center '....'..

o
Parkway and
Northwest Parkway, - i

i
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connecting
Marysville and ; E3 .,

watking Rd

Honda. .
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1047 4
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« Approximately 20
miles of proposed R : .
trail.

Bridgeport
« Recommended by: —

Union County Trails
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Unionville
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Plan
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Indian Lake

. Indlan Lake L1174 o
State Park
to Marysville
Connection from

Indian Lake LOOp Russells Roint

g Rushsylvania

1170 ft
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.
through Bellefontaine. Tang,
* \Would connect with <

other proposed trail 47

At R"-'!JIF' 47

along Northwest .
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Indian Lake Loop " L 4
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Sugar Run Trail

Parallel to SR 161.

MORPC
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» Approximately 4.5 miles

of proposed trail and 0.5

miles of existing trail.

| Darree Fields

Recommended by: Plain City,
City of Dublin.
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Simon Kenton Trail

o

» Existing path soon to be paved /

JERUSALEM

Bellafonlaine

(possibly through ODOT Active el

State Route 47

Transportation Special Solicitation).

« Connects to Cincinnati. :E
« Approximately 8 miles of trail !
l us-Highway-33
|
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Cardinal Trail

* Proposed north-south alignment
along SR 4.

» Approximately 18 miles of proposed

trail.

« Recommended by: Union County

Trails Master Plan.

739

Marysville
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Tall Grass Trail
Extension
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Fairfield County North-South Connectivity MORPC

« Enhance north-south connectivity between Columbus (and

suburbs), Pickerington, and Lancaster.
* Mostly Existing SUP. Is this a Trail?

« There are existing MUPs along much of Diley Road and
Baltimore

Some of Refugee Road that are not currently in the COG

Vision.
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Thank You!

Melinda Vonstein, AICP

She/Her

Central Ohio Greenways Program Manager
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
T.614.233.4222

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 | Columbus, OH 43215
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