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 AGENDA 

 
1) Welcome and Introductions: Mike Andrako, COG Board Chair 

 
2) MORPC Updates – MORPC Staff 

a. Legislative 
b. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 

John Heider provided an update on the MTP adopted last week, highlighting $35 billion 
in regional investment.  725 miles of new bike and pedestrian projects are included in 
the plan. 

c. Ohio Public Works Committee (OPWC) 
Staff provided an update on OPWC infrastructure funding, highlighting the eligibility of 
standalone bike and pedestrian infrastructure projects.  The next application workshop 
scheduled for May 21, 2024. 

d. Central Ohio Rural Planning Organization (CORPO) 
Staff gave a brief update on a trail project in Gambier funded through CORPO. 

e. Clean Ohio Conservation Funds 
Staff led a discussion on available funds for conservation and the process for 
application.  Submissions due by August 30, 2024.  Staff also noted that there is a 
vacancy in the Natural Resources Advisory Council for business representatives. 

f. LinkUS 
Staff updated Members on the LinkUS initiative, focusing on transit supportive 
infrastructure and capital improvement plans. 

g. Blueways 
Staff gave an overview of the Blueways Steering Committee's progress and upcoming 
events, including river cleanup efforts. 

h. Events  
River Fest 2024 will be June 8-9, 2024 

 
3) COG Summer Research Project – Katie McMahon 

Katie McMahon presented on the Mental Health Wellness Project, exploring the impact of 
trails and green spaces on social connection and mental health. 



 

 

 
4) COG Working Group and Steering Committee Updates - Melinda Vonstein, MORPC 

a. COG Board Project Updates 
i. COG Wayfinding Strategy  

Staff reported that the strategy to improve navigation and user experience across 
the trail network has been finalized, with a focus on cohesive signage that allows for 
regional identity while enhancing user understanding and safety.  Implementation 
plans are being developed to start integrating these wayfinding improvements in 
phases. 

ii. COG Mapping Natural Assets  
This project is aimed at cataloging and assessing the natural resources accessible 
through the greenways network.  Objectives include enhancing access to these 
assets for recreation and conservation purposes.  The mapping will inform future 
planning and development efforts to ensure sustainable use and integration into the 
COG network. 

iii. COG Detours and Reroutes Guidelines  
Staff reported that guidelines are being developed to help manage temporary 
closures and reroutes due to construction, events, or emergencies.  The aim to 
minimize disruption for users and maintain safety and accessibility.  The guidelines 
will be shared with local municipalities and other stakeholders to ensure consistent 
application across the region. 

b. Trail Development Working Group 
The Working Group is working to maintain the Regional Trail Vision by aligning ongoing 
and future trail projects with the overarching vision of creating an accessible, 
interconnected network of trails.  Efforts to expand the regional trail network to include 
more underserved areas, enhancing access to natural spaces across all demographics.  
The Working Group is also actively supporting the Steering Committee for Detours and 
Closures to develop comprehensive guidelines that ensure minimal disruption during 
infrastructure improvements or events.  Members are also working on collaboration with 
the Wayfinding Strategy Committee to implement new signage that enhances user 
experience and safety on the trails and providing support to the Trail Towns Working 
Group to promote economic development through trail-related tourism and local 
engagements. 

c. Trail Towns Working Group 
The Trail Towns Working Group has been working on the implementation of the Trail 
Town Framework, which aims to boost local economies by increasing trail-related 
tourism and enhancing engagement through promoting "Trail Towns." Progress was 
noted in integrating trail town criteria into local planning to improve trail accessibility and 
amenities, fostering a more trail-friendly environment. Efforts to engage local 
businesses and community leaders were also underway, encouraging the development 
of trail-oriented services and events.  
i. Outdoor Trails Pass 

The Outdoor Trails Pass program is being updated.  Staff highlighted its success in 
increasing trail usage through incentives for pass holders, with a significant rise in 



 

 

community participation. Strategies to enhance the program's visibility and appeal, 
including partnerships with local businesses, were also discussed. 

 
5) Other Business – Board Members 

 
6) Closing – Mike Andrako, Board Chair 
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Central Ohio Greenways Board 
Attendance 

 
 

May 15, 2024, 10:00 am 
 
Members Present   
Chair Mike Andrako, Franklin County   Tamisha Matus, Union County Health Dept 
 Engineer’s Office  Alex Nouanesengsy, LCATS 
Laura Ball, City of Westerville  Eric Oberg, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
Kacey Brankamp, Capital Crossroads &   Andrew Overbeck, AICP, MKSK 
 Discovery SID’s  J.M Rayburn, AICP, City of Dublin 
Sarah DeMeo   Letty Schamp, City of Hilliard 
Jody Dzuranin, Ohio to Erie Trail  Kelly Scocco , City of Columbus 
Adrienne Joly, City of New Albany  Julie Walcoff, Toole Design 
Kari Kauffman, Experience Columbus  Brad Westall, City of Columbus  
   
Public Present   
Lauren Guidoth, COTA   
     
 
MORPC Staff Present 
Tunazzina Alam Katie McMahon Jordan Petrov Melinda Vonstein 
John Heider Jonathan Miller Kyle Probert  
Lynn Kaufman Karina Peggau Edwina Teye  
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May 15, 2024



Central Ohio
Legislative Update 



2024 - 2050
METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN
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INCLUDED PROJECTS

Webmap available at: www.morpc.org/mtp2050
Total: $35 billion

(costs in millions)
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Create sustainable neighborhoods 
to improve all residents' quality of 
life.

BIKE & PEDESTRIAN 
PROJECTS

• Adds 725 miles of stand-alone bike 
and/or pedestrian facilities

• Assumes full implementation of COG 
Vision by 2050

• Adds pedestrian facilities on every 
arterial and collector in urban area 
without existing facilities



OPWC Infrastructure Funding for SFY 2026
• MORPC administers OPWC District 3 (Franklin County)
• Applications for SFY 2026 Infrastructure Funding are open now through August 30th, 2024.
• Eligible Project Types

• Roads
• Bridges
• Water
• Wastewater
• Stormawater
• (New for this Round) Stand-alone bike and pedestrian infrastructure projects along a roadway to enhance 

safety
• MORPC will be holding a virtual applicant workshop on Tuesday, May 21st at 3:30 p.m.
• Workshop login information and application materials/instructions are available on MORPC’s website at the 

link below:
https://www.morpc.org/tool-resource/local-infrastructure-funding-from-ohio-public-works/

• Contact Tom Graham (tgraham@morpc.org) with any questions.

https://www.morpc.org/tool-resource/local-infrastructure-funding-from-ohio-public-works/
mailto:tgraham@morpc.org


CORPO 
UPDATES 



Ohio Public 
Works 
Commission 
Program Update 
– Clean Ohio 
Conservation 
Program



CLEAN OHIO CONSERVATION FUND

District 3/Franklin County Preliminary Screener Application: 
Due June 3, 2024

Submit to: Edwina Teye, 614-233-4233, eteye@morpc.org

Final Application: August 30, 2024

Purpose: Acquire open space, protect and enhance riparian 
corridors or wetlands

Eligible Applicants: Local governments, non-profits, Soil & 
Water Districts, other political subdivisions (park districts, etc.) 

More information: https://publicworks.ohio.gov/districts
for info on surrounding districts/counties

https://publicworks.ohio.gov/districts


NATURAL RESOURCES ASSISTANCE COUNCIL
• Policies & selection criteria
• Recommends projects for funding
• 1 appointed to represent the District Integrating Committee
• 1 appointed by the local Soil & Water Conservation District
• 9 members selected from five groups:

• Group 1   Local Governments
• Group 2   Environmental Groups
• Group 3   Park System 
• Group 4   Agriculture & Forestry
• Group 5   Business, Realtors & Planning

• 3-year terms
*Vacant Seat – Group 5



CONSERVATION FUNDS AVAILABLE – DISTRICT 3
• *Annual Allocation $3.5million

Round Available

Applications

Received Funded
14 $3.9 million 7 7

15 $5.4 million 9 6

16 $3.1 million 5 4

17 $4.2 million 3 3

18 $3.8 million 3 3

19 $5.8 million -- --



CONSERVATION SCHEDULE – ROUND 19/FY 25

June 3 Preliminary Screenings Due
June 24 Applicant Presentations
August 30 Final Applications Due
September 12 Site Visits
October 7 Application Scoring Session
November 4 Final Action – Award Funds

• Preliminary screener
• Confirm eligibility
• NRAC members ask questions and offer suggestions
• Strongly encouraged but not required

• Final application
• Scored by NRAC members



EDWINA TEYE, Ph.D.
Water & Natural Resources Prog. Mgr.
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4233
eteye@morpc.org 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 

mailto:eteye@morpc.org


SAVE THE DATE RIVERFEST 2024

Join us at the Columbus Arts Festival for 
Riverfest! Enjoy free kayaking, paddle 
boarding and canoeing for the entire family on 
a first come, first served basis. Safety vests 
will be provided.

Where: Scioto Mile Downtown Riverfront

When: June 8-9, 2024.   11am – 4 p.m.



Clean Ohio 
Conservation 
Funds 



LinkUS 
Update



Blueways 

MEETING DATES
• January 8: 10:00 – 11:00 

• March 11: 10:00 – 11:00 

• May 13: 10:00 – 11:00

• July 15: 10:00 – 11:00

• September 9: 10:00 – 11:00

• November 18: 10:00 – 11:00

To participate in the steering committee contact: 
Jonathan Miller, jmiller@morpc.org



Rapid 5 
Update
Luke Messinger – new CEO 



Mental Health Wellness 
Project and Central 
Ohio Greenways
Board Overview
05/15/2024



Introduction

Katie McMahon
Intern with MORPC – Master of Public Health, Ohio 
University



The purpose of the Mental Health 
Wellness Project is to explore ways in 
which the behaviors that contribute to 
poor mental health, in particular poor 
social connection, can be influenced 
and improved by leveraging trails and 
features of Central Ohio Greenways. 

Purpose



What is Social Connection and why 
does it matter?

How is Social Connection measured? 

What can happen when there is a 
lack of Social Connection?

Social Connection



Increased likelihood for poor health outcomes:
 Increased risk for premature death by up to 29%
 Increased risk of heart disease by 29%
 Increased risk of stroke by 32%
 Increased risk for anxiety, depression, and dementia

Increased economic cost and impact: 
 Estimated 6.7 billion in excess Medicare spending
 Lower academic achievement and worse performance at work – estimated $154 billion 

annually for absenteeism
 Poorer community well-being, resiliency, safety, prosperity, and representative government

Source: https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/connection/index.html

The Impact



 What are the behaviors associated with a lack of social connectiveness?
 What population(s) in Central Ohio are affected by lack of social connectiveness?
 Where is there data and information to support the impact of the health issue?
 How might access and use of trails, natural areas, parks and green space affect social connectiveness?
 Where do we have opportunity in the Central Ohio Region and with Central Ohio Greenways to make program 

recommendations or plans to positively impact Social Connection?
 How might we measure the impact of these changes and make a long-term difference for the region?

This Project Will Explore



Identify need Develop solution Create Product Market product

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 Phase 5
Information and Data Collection Systems Thinking and Logic Model Health Promotion Program 

Recommendations
Informational Material 
Development

Feedback and Next Steps

List of activ ities List of activ ities List of activ ities List of activ ities List of activ ities

Brainstorm session Systems mindmapping Program development Material preparation Feedback

Data, informational research Logic model development Integration opportunities for COG Material production Production of actions or next steps

Input and Feedback Assessment of bias, inequities Presentation Assessment of Grant Opportunities

April 29 - May 17 May 20 - June 7 (OOO May 27-31) June 10 - June 28 July 1 - July 12 July 15 - July 26

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 Phase 4
Understand the Problem Identify Relationships Offer a Solution Create Material for Consumption Evaluate and Revise

Identify the population Identify inputs, outputs, outcomes Program goals, objectives Create presentation Obtain feedback

Understand the barriers to change Create relationships and drivers - 
behavior, policy, environment

Evaluation process Compile reports Development next steps

Identify SDOH Flyers, Brochures Establish grant opportunities

Detail the health benefit
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Work Plan Outline

Information and 
Data Collection

Systems Thinking 
and Logic Model

Developing Health 
Promotion Program

Informational 
Material 

Development
Feedback and Next 

Steps

Project Phases and Recommended Deliverables



• Based on what I presented, do you have recommendations on helpful source data, 
trends, feedback forums or the like?

• Are there groups or populations that you are engaged with that could benefit or offer 
input to this project?

• Are there areas you would recommend I focus more on or dive more deeply into?
• What would you be interested in hearing at the next update and presentation?

The Ask



THANK YOU!



COG Board 
Project Updates



CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS 
COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY
APRIL 19, 2024



CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAY–
Advancing access, connectivity, health, and more

VISION
A world-class network of trails 

easily accessible to every Central Ohioan

 
MISSION

Increase Greenways trails mileage and 
usage

for recreation and transportation needs 



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



DATA COLLECTION



TRAILHEAD TYPOLOGIES 



TRAILHEADS



TRAILHEADS



COG SIGNAGE



SIGNAGE



WAYFINDING 
CHALLENGES



BRANDING 



COG TRAIL TERMS



SIGNAGE UPDATES



SIGNAGE RECOMMENATIONS 



CROSSINGS AND ON ROAD 
SEGMENTS



DETOURS



TECHNOLOGY UPDATES



CREATIVE ELEMENTS



CREATIVE ELEMENTS



TRAIL COUNTER PLACEMENTS



IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY – EASTON TOWN CENTER

























THANK YOU!



DETOURS & CLOSURES STEERING COMMITTEE

April

• Steering 
Committee 
Meeting 1

May 

• MORPC Draft 
Construction 
Detour / 
Closure 
Guidance

June

• Steering 
Committee 
Meeting 2

July

• MORPC 
Analysis

August

• Steering 
Committee 
Meeting 3

September

• Finalize 
Project 

Steering Committee Role: Develop guidelines to support Central Ohio communities’ planning and 
communication of detours and closures occurring roadways because of construction, events, or 
weather related conditions. 
Goal: The guidelines will support safe travel of pedestrians and cyclists without limiting 
development and maintenance of the region’s transportation system. 

Goals:
 1) Affirm Steering Committee 

Purpose and Goals

2) Provide input on 
Construction Detour and 

Closure Designs

Goals:
 1) Review Detour and Closure 

Design Guidance

2) Provide input on Detour and 
Closure Communications 

Guidelines

Goals:
 1) Provide final feedback

 



PURPOSE: 
Summarize and collect watershed data to support informed development decisions that 
encourage access to Franklin County's natural resources for active transportation & recreation 
while also protecting the biodiversity of our region's river corridors. 

MAPPING FRANKLIN COUNTY’S NATURAL 
ASSETS (MNA)



Trail Prioritization 



MNA STEERING COMMITTEE ROLE

April

• Project 
Kick-off 
Steering 
Committee 
Meeting 1

Summer 2024

• Technical 
Working 
Group  
Meetings 1- 
4

August 2024

• Project 
Steering 
Committee 
Meeting 2

Fall 2024 

• MORPC 
Analysis

October 2024

• Project 
Steering 
Committee 
Meeting 3

October 2024

• Finalize 
Project 

Winter 2024

• Reveal 
Project at 
COG Forum

Goal: define project 
purpose, goals, and 
use-cases

Goal: Scoring 
Consensus and guide 
MORPC analysis

Goal: Final Project 
Comments 

Steering Committee Role: Guide Project Goals | Identify Use Cases | Score Consensus  
Technical Working Group Role: Workshop data analysis, data selection, and scoring



Trail 
Development 
Working Group



TRAIL DEVELOPMENT WORKING GROUP 2024

MEETING DATES
• Feb 15: 9:30 – 10:30 

• April 18: 9:30 - 10:30 

• June 20: 9:30 - 10:30

• August 15: 9:30 – 10:30

• October 17: 9:30 – 10:30 

• December 19: 9:30 – 10:30 

GOALS 

1) Maintain the Regional Trail Vision 
• Trails in the “Intel Region”
• Regional Trails and Active Transportation 

Collaboration Meetings
• Expand Vision to MORPC’s 15 County 

Region
2) Support the Trails Detours and Closures Steering 

Committee
3) Advance the “COG Wayfinding Strategy”
4) Support Funding and Project Development

PROPOSAL: Subdivide the working group into a 
urban focused group and a rural focused group. 



Trail Towns 
Working Group



TRAIL TOWNS WORKING GROUP

MEETING DATES
• January 8: 10:00 – 11:00 

• March 11: 10:00 – 11:00 

• May 13: 10:00 – 11:00

• July 15: 10:00 – 11:00

• September 9: 10:00 – 11:00

• November 18: 10:00 – 11:00

GOALS 

1) Implement the “COG Trail Town 
Framework” 

2) Advance the “COG Wayfinding Strategy”
3) Support the Outdoor Trails Pass Program
4) Support a COG Forum

NEXT MEETING: Review the Wayfinding 
Strategy, the Trail Town Framework, and 
the Website Best Practices



COG Celebrate Trails Day
Genoa Park 

April 27, 2024 | 11:00 – 5:00 



OUTDOOR 
TRAILS 
PASS

Over 1000 
sign-ups in 
April! 



MELINDA VONSTEIN, AICP
Central Ohio Greenways Program Manager
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4222 
mvonstein@morpc.org 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 

Mike Andrako, P.E. 
COG Board Chair
Mobility Engineer
Franklin County Engineers Office

mailto:mvonstein@morpc.org

	Agenda
	Attendance
	METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN
	OPWC
	CLEAN OHIO CONSERVATION FUND
	Blueways
	SAVE THE DATE RIVERFEST 2024
	Mental Health Wellness Project and Central Ohio Greenways
	COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY
	MAPPING FRANKLIN COUNTY’S NATURAL ASSETS
	DETOURS & CLOSURES STEERING COMMITTEE
	TRAIL DEVELOPMENT WORKING GROUP
	TRAIL TOWNS WORKING GROUP
	OUTDOOR TRAILS PASS
	05.15.2024-COG-Board-Attendance.pdf
	05.14.2024 COG Board Meeting  -.pdf
	Slide 1: CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS  Board Meeting  May 15, 2024 
	Slide 2: Central Ohio Legislative Update 
	Slide 3: 2024 - 2050 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN
	Slide 4: INCLUDED PROJECTS
	Slide 5: BIKE & PEDESTRIAN PROJECTS
	Slide 6: OPWC Infrastructure Funding for SFY 2026
	Slide 7: CORPO UPDATES 
	Slide 8: Ohio Public Works Commission  Program Update – Clean Ohio Conservation Program
	Slide 9: CLEAN OHIO CONSERVATION FUND
	Slide 10: NATURAL RESOURCES ASSISTANCE COUNCIL
	Slide 11: CONSERVATION FUNDS AVAILABLE – DISTRICT 3
	Slide 12: CONSERVATION SCHEDULE – ROUND 19/FY 25
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: SAVE THE DATE RIVERFEST 2024
	Slide 15: Clean Ohio Conservation Funds 
	Slide 16: LinkUS Update
	Slide 17: Blueways  
	Slide 18: Rapid 5  Update Luke Messinger – new CEO 
	Slide 19: Mental Health Wellness Project and Central Ohio Greenways
	Slide 20: Introduction  
	Slide 21: Purpose
	Slide 22: Social Connection
	Slide 23: The Impact
	Slide 24: This Project Will Explore
	Slide 25: Project Phases and Recommended Deliverables
	Slide 26: The Ask
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: COG Board Project Updates
	Slide 29: CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS  COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY APRIL 19, 2024 
	Slide 30: CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAY– Advancing access, connectivity, health, and more
	Slide 31: COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS
	Slide 32: COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS
	Slide 33: COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS
	Slide 34: DATA COLLECTION
	Slide 35: TRAILHEAD TYPOLOGIES 
	Slide 36: TRAILHEADS
	Slide 37: TRAILHEADS
	Slide 38: COG SIGNAGE
	Slide 39: SIGNAGE
	Slide 40: WAYFINDING  CHALLENGES
	Slide 41: BRANDING 
	Slide 42: COG TRAIL TERMS
	Slide 43: SIGNAGE UPDATES
	Slide 44: SIGNAGE RECOMMENATIONS 
	Slide 45: CROSSINGS AND ON ROAD SEGMENTS
	Slide 46: DETOURS
	Slide 47: TECHNOLOGY UPDATES
	Slide 48: CREATIVE ELEMENTS
	Slide 49: CREATIVE ELEMENTS
	Slide 50: TRAIL COUNTER PLACEMENTS
	Slide 51: IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY – EASTON TOWN CENTER
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64: DETOURS & CLOSURES STEERING COMMITTEE
	Slide 65: MAPPING FRANKLIN COUNTY’S NATURAL ASSETS (MNA)
	Slide 66: Trail Prioritization 
	Slide 67: MNA STEERING COMMITTEE ROLE
	Slide 68: Trail Development Working Group
	Slide 69: TRAIL DEVELOPMENT WORKING GROUP 2024
	Slide 70: Trail Towns Working Group
	Slide 71: TRAIL TOWNS WORKING GROUP
	Slide 72: COG Celebrate Trails Day Genoa Park  April 27, 2024 | 11:00 – 5:00 
	Slide 73: OUTDOOR TRAILS PASS  Over 1000 sign-ups in April! 
	Slide 74





