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CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAY–
Advancing access, connectivity, health, and more

VISION
A world-class network of trails 

easily accessible to every Central Ohioan

 
MISSION

Increase Greenways trails mileage and 
usage

for recreation and transportation needs 



CENTRAL OHIO BLUEWAYS:
opening access to the region’s waterways



CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS:
opening access to the Communities



GREAT AMERICAN RAIL TRAIL



TRAIL TOWN FRAMEWORK

A Trail Town is a community through which a trail 
passes that supports trail users with services, 
promotes the trail to its residents, and embraces 
the trail as a resource to be protected and 
celebrated.

--North Country Trail Coalition (adapted)



Centerburg 

Sunbury

Westerville 

Easton

Bexley 

Columbus Neighborhoods

London

Mt Vernon

“To be a Trail Town is to make the decision to pay 
attention to trails” – and invest in them. 



THE CENTRAL OHIO 
TRAIL TOWN FRAMEWORK 

Develop a Central Ohio Trail Town 
Framework and regional initiative 
that will: 

• Support local quality of life by 
addressing active transportation 
options for residents 

• Make communities more walkable 
and bikeable to maximize trail 
user visits and trail user 
spending.



COMMUNITY ELIGIBILITY



SHORT TERM COMMUNITY IMPLEMENTATION
• Bike Racks & Bike Parking 
• Parklets 

• Pilot Bike Share 
• Bike and pop-up pedestrian lanes 
• Wayfinding



TRAIL TOWN TOURS – BEXLEY



TRAIL TOWN TOURS – 
WESTERVILLE



TRAIL TOWN TOURS – EASTON



TRAIL TOWN TOURS – DRIVING 
PARK AND HANFORD VILLAGE



5. Participating 
Community 
Geographies May 
be Harder to 
Define

The boundaries of urban 
communities may be less 
defined in dense areas

4. Urban and 
Suburban 
Communities 
Present Unique 
Opportunities and 
Challenges
Central Ohio’s urbanized 
communities present both 
unique opportunities and 
challenges concerning Trail 
Town implementation and 
the trail user experience

2. Diverse 
Community Types 
Need a Flexible 
Program

Expanding a Trail Town 
initiative to include a wider 
spectrum of community 
types will result in a program 
that would need to operate 
differently than existing 
efforts to successfully serve 
participating communities 
and trail users.

3. A Large Regional & 
Metropolitan Trail 
Town Program is a 
New Frontier

The City of Columbus is 
significantly larger than most 
recognized trail communities, 
putting the Central Ohio Trail 
Communities Program in the 
position to demonstrate how 
a Trail Town initiative can be 
effective in a large, urbanized 
area

Addressing the 
Whole Community

A Trail Town initiative that is 
managed by MORPC, a 
regional planning 
organization, is uniquely 
positioned to approach trails 
and communities in a holistic 
manner. 

COG TRAIL COMMUNITIES: KEY FINDINGS

1.Addressing the 
Whole Community

A Trail Town initiative that is 
managed by MORPC, a 
regional planning 
organization, is uniquely 
positioned to approach trails 
and communities in a holistic 
manner. 



IMPLEMENTATION CONSIDERATIONS

• Urban Character & Experiential Shifts
• Diversity & Inclusion on Trails
• Housing 

This is not the Trail Town 
program of yesteryear! 



Current Projects Include
• Trail Towns Framework
• Wayfinding Strategy: Beyond Signage
• Outdoor Trails Pass – Experience Columbus
• Central Ohio Blueways
• Mapping Natural Assets

NATURE BASED PLANNING:
collaborative work on local & regional trails



>>>> TRAIL TOWN WORKING GROUP

>>>> TRAIL TOWN PLANS 

>>>> FEDERAL FUNDING and STATE FUNDING 

NEXT STEPS: 
Collaboration



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



DATA COLLECTION



TRAILHEAD TYPOLOGIES 



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



SIGNAGE RECOMMENATIONS 



CROSSINGS AND ON ROAD 
SEGMENTS



DETOURS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



DATA COLLECTION



TRAILHEAD TYPOLOGIES 
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COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



SIGNAGE RECOMMENATIONS 



DETOURS



COG WAYFINDING STRATEGY GUIDE ELEMENTS



Trail Town Website 
Development



Trail Town Website Development 

GOALS 

1) Develop a captivating Trail Town Website experience.

2) Prioritize intuitive design for seamless user navigation.

3) Showcase essential amenities and must-visit destinations prominently.

4) Enhance online marketing visuals to amplify the COG Brand.

Anything else should we prioritize in the Trail Town website? 



Examples of Successful Trail Town Websites

Florida Trail Town 

Florida Trail Towns Website

Great Allegany Passage

GAP Trail Website

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/c3b028e2601648139194b1649ba75351
https://gaptrail.org/map/


Florida Trail Town Website

1) A collection of Story Maps for 

each Trail Town using 

ArcGIS Story Map Platform.

2) Once clicked, you're 

redirected to a page for that 

town with relevant 

information and destinations. 



Florida Trail Town Website cont.

1) Has a tab at the top so you 

can switch between different 

Trail Town Story Map pages.

2) An interactive map in the 

middle with destinations 

marked.

3) Each destination is clickable, 

bringing up a tab with more 

information.  



Great Allegheny Passage Trail Town Website

1) The Gap website has a 

wealth of resources with 

itineraries, trip planning 

guides, and trail reports. 

2) We’ll be focusing on their 

interactive map as an 

example.

3) Their interactive map uses 

the Mapbox platform.



Great Allegheny Passage Trail Town Website pt.2 

1) Shows amenities and 

destinations along the trail 

with simple iconography.

2) Provides a variety of filters 

and shows any closures.

3) Can add destinations into a 

trip which allows for easy 

planning.



1) The Gap website has a wealth of resources with itineraries, trip planning guides, and trail reports. 

So, We’ve Been Experimenting With How We Could Do This

1) Similar landing page to 

the Florida Trail Towns 

Website

2) With each Story Map 

being a COG Trail 



An Example for the Olentangy Trail

1) The Olentangy Trail, 

Adjacent Communities, 

and Points of Interests 

are shown. 

2) With tabs on the side 

to filter by destination 

type, like the GAP. 

3) Again, this was just to 

test functionality! 



Open Discussion

Next Steps for the COG TRAIL TOWN WORKING GROUP: DRAFT IDEAS
1) Improve the COG Trail User Map

1) Placemaking
2) Community Engagement
3) Experience Columbus Outdoor Trails Pass

2) COG Interns and other community interns to implement the COG Wayfinding Strategy
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