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AGENDA

.  Welcome & Purpose
IIl.  Central Ohio Blueways Recap
lll.  Partner Spotlight: RAPID 5
IV.  Current Priority: ODNR State Water Trail Designation
V. Peer Spotlight: Great Miami Riverway
VI. Panel Q&A
VIl.  Future Goals
VIII.  Workshop: Envisioning Blueways
IX. Takeaways & Next Steps

X.  Adjourn
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good Morning and Welcome,

Wanted to convene everyone for an official reintroduction and kickoff to our refocused efforts on Central Ohio Blueways
We want today to be an opportunity for you to learn more about Central Ohio Blueways
Get caught up to speed on how we get here
Learn more about how Blueways fits into RAPID5
Form an understanding of how we would like to build out a Central Ohio Blueways program
Hear about how the Miami Conservancy District is making the most of their waterways
And exercise those creative ideas on what you all think a successful Blueways program could look like
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Some of you may have some more intimate knowledge of the previous Blueways efforts … but for those who weren’t around … don’t remember … tried to forget … or anything along those lines … I’ll breeze through a recap of how we got here to help put everything else in some sort of context … plus … you can’t know where you’re going if you don’t know where you’ve been …

Central Ohio Blueways started in 2015 as a counterpart to COG … through their Water Resources Working Group …
The purpose of a Blueways program then was “To promote Central Ohio’s Water Trails”

The initial objectives TOWARDS that goal was to access all 92 miles (the initial extent of the program) of blueways … AKA proposed water trails … AND to ultimately increase the USE of the waterways in Central Ohio …
These objectives also included putting out any associated information that would be pertinent to potential users … like safe paddling practices, things to look out for, etc.

The plan at inception … outlined 4-tasks … but really sort of 3-tasks since the first two are … for all intents and purposes … one in the same …
One … and Two … was to evaluate and prioritize access points … AND create a blueways mapping application …
Three was develop some sort of logo and branding for the program
Which we know is necessary for getting the word out and making any effort more legitimized in the public eye …
And the fourth was developing educational information on safe practices and stewardship … like the importance of protecting water resources … and the like …
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So in 2018 … the Interactive Blueways Map debuted …

The map illustrated the extents of the waterways covered by the Blueways Program … 
The Big Darby from Scioto Darby Road to Orient
The Scioto River from the O’Shaughnessy Dam to Rickenbacker
The Olentangy River from the Delaware Dam to the confluence with The Scioto River
Alum Creek from the Alum Creek Reservoir to the confluence with Big Walnut Creek
And – of course - Big Walnut Creek from Hoover Dam to the confluence with The Scioto River

Features of the mapping focused on access point and hazard locations, while other features of the website included links to:
Boat Registration
Information on water safety and water levels
And just some general information on protecting water resources

And that’s around where Blueways left off … waiting for the right moment to resurface …


WHAT COULD A BLUEWAYS
PROGRAM LOOK LIKE?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And with the energy and excitement behind RAPID5, that moment is now … so we want you all to use this opportunity to think big about what a Central Ohio Blueways program can be, and what it can mean for Central Ohio


RAPID5 started as a big idea … and has both Greenways AND Blueways at its core …

It’s our turn now to think big … to complement the RAPID5 and Greenways efforts … and Make the Blueways a program that lifts our region … and makes Central Ohio the envy of our peers …

So with that … to get an idea of what RAPID5 is doing – and provide some more context for Blueways and how they’re thinking big … we’ll turn to Melissa Sever – COO of RAPID5 – can fill you in on all the work that they’ve been doing
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Recreation

Inspires play and joy

®

Health & Well-Being

Creates community conditions where all
residents thrive and contribute to their
fullest potential

5

Environmental
Stewardship

Supports sustainable and
ecologically sound practices

Economic Vitality

Drives new business creation and prosperity

@ @] ©

Equitable Access

Expands access and mobility options

5

Our collective work comes alive through culture, arts,
history, education, and human-centered design.
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So as we look back at the program and potential … we have a lot of big ideas for how we can really make the Blueways a TRUE Central Ohio Amenity …

I’ll save the full sales pitch … but a fully developed Central Ohio Blueways Program … if done right … in collaboration with Greenways and coordination with RAPID5 … has the potential to really be a boon to Central Ohio … think economic development (both from a tourism dollar standpoint and also workforce retention and business expansion efforts)… natural resource and public open space protection … the list goes on …

As we dive back into the program though … we realized that a lot of the future steps … which I’ll cover in a bit … would be made MUCH easier … and also MUCH more effective … by first obtaining Water Trail designation through ODNR …

SO … that’s where our current focus is

Now … How does that occur … What’s needed for Water Trail Designation?
Water Trail Designation has TWO elements … Partnership Agreements … and Asset mapping

So far … we’ve assembled an Advisory Panel … and scheduled an initial meeting for them to get the ball rolling …

The advisory panel is made up of higher-level representatives … one’s who won’t be required signatories on the partnership agreements … but DO contain all of the impacted jurisdictions who WILL need to sign the agreements …
We also included representatives from advocacy groups … non-profits and for-profits with interest in a program … and some guidance from ODNR and NPS …

The advisory panel will be responsible for putting together the draft partnership agreements … and liaising with local jurisdictions on the Blueways programs behalf … and once designation is obtained … the Advisory Panel will help determine a mor permanent place and structure for the program as well …

We’ve also started assembling contacts for the impacted jurisdictions … read as required signatories on the partnership agreements …

These are organized into 5 different groups … one for each blueway … … … at this point … we have the list of jurisdictions and needed members … and are putting together the list specific list of contacts …

And all through this … we’ve been getting a nice draft agreement together for the Advisory Panel to start with …


CURRENT PRIORITY

What’s being included in the Partnership Agreements?
Participating Entities
Purpose
Geographic Scope
Signage and Branding

1

2

3

4

5. Accessibility
6. Responsibilities of Central Ohio Blueways
7. Responsibilities of Participating Entities

8. Terms of Agreement

9. Termination

1

0. Authorizing Signatures and Dates

*Appendices will include exhibit mapping and points of interest tables,
definitions, signage and branding information, and aggregations of
individual maintenance plans.

MORPC




CURRENT PRIORITY

What’s currently included in mapping?
1. Extent of Blueways

Access Points

Hazards (dam, other)

Live Stream Gauges (NOAA)

Extremely Hazardous Areas

o &>~ W N

What’s needed in mapping for Water Trail Designation?

1. Access Point Updates
1. New amenity fields

2. Hazards Updates
1. Add more typologies/categories

3. General updates

1. Blueway extents (portage routes)
2. More accurate water level links

MORPC




PLACEHOLDER

SARAH HIPPENSTEEL / GREAT MIAMI
RIVERWAY SLIDES
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Replace with Sarah’s slides.


Melissa Sever; RAPIDS
COO

Sarah Hippensteel Hall, PhD; Miami Conservancy District
Manager, Watershed Partnerships

Melinda Vonstein; MORPC

Central Ohio Greenways Program Manager
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Melinda: (How do you see Blueways tying into the work of Central Ohio Greenways)
Melissa: (How do you see an integrated Blueways and Greenways system advancing the mission of RAPID5)
Sarah: (In your experience, what do you think were the biggest benefits for your region when it came to investing in a robust blueways and greenways system)



POTENTIAL FUTURE GOALS

Blueways Improvement Plan and Prioritization
Why do Blueways need improvements?

1. Access Points are significantly under-developed
1. Difficult to find and use

2. Lack of knowledge contributes to lack of use

3. Uncertainty is a deterrent

Key Components
1. Best practices in access point design
2. Perioritization plans

3. Funding mechanisms

MORPC




POTENTIAL FUTURE GOALS

Blueways Signage and Wayfinding Plans
Why do Blueways need improvements to signage?
1. Access Points are poorly identified

2. Navigation and ‘sense of place’ is difficult
1.  No consistency

Benefit surrounding points of interest

Lack of safety and paddleboard tips

Key Components

1. Kiosk signage at access points
1. Safety and boating tips

2. On & Off water signage

3. ‘Sense of place’ mechanisms

. MORPC




POTENTIAL FUTURE GOALS

Blueways Trip Planner
Why create a trip planner?

1. Eliminate hurdles that stop people from using the water
1. Can’tfind access points
2. Don’t know distances or time commitments
3. Can’tidentify stopping places/rest areas
4. Can'’t navigate shuttling watercraft

2. Promote surrounding points of interest
1. Encourage rest areas near places of interest

3. Promote diverse community characters

Key Components
1. Ability to calculate distances and paddling times
2. Show rest areas with possible food and beverage options

3. Educate and promote proper usage and stewardship

. MORPC




WORKSHOP:
ENVISIONING
BLUEWAYS

@ MORPC

DIRECTIONS:

1. Walk around to each of the tables that highlight each
of the Blueways.

R |

Provide any comments directly on the map relating to
1.

Favorite Locations

Best Paddling Routes/Spots

Places To Highlight for Natural Resource Protection
Good Locations for New Access Points

Best Places to Include New Amenities

Anything Else?

Have Fun!
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Melinda: (How do you see Blueways tying into the work of Central Ohio Greenways)
Melissa: (How do you see an integrated Blueways and Greenways system advancing the mission of RAPID5)
Sarah: (In your experience, what do you think were the biggest benefits for your region when it came to investing in a robust blueways and greenways system)



PARTING THOUGHTS
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THANK YOU

JONATHAN MILLER, MPA, AICP, GISP

Senior Planner
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4219
imiller@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215
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PLANNING COMMISSION



mailto:wmurdock@morpc.org

	01 27 23 Blueways Advisory Slide Deck.pdf
	Central Ohio�Blueways
	CENTRAL OHIO BLUEWAYS RECAP
	CENTRAL OHIO BLUEWAYS RECAP
	WHAT COULD A BLUEWAYS PROGRAM LOOK LIKE?
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	CURRENT PRIORITY
	CURRENT PRIORITY
	CURRENT PRIORITY
	PLACEHOLDER
	PANEL�Q&A
	POTENTIAL FUTURE GOALS
	POTENTIAL FUTURE GOALS
	POTENTIAL FUTURE GOALS
	WORKSHOP:�ENVISIONING BLUEWAYS
	PARTING THOUGHTS
	Slide Number 23


