
NOTICE OF A MEETING 
SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

REMOTE MEETING 

December 15, 2021, 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm 

2:30 – 2:35 pm 

2:35 – 2:45 pm 

2:45 – 2:55 pm 

2:55 – 3:10 pm 

AGENDA 

Welcome – Jim Schimmer, Chair and Ben Kessler, Vice Chair 

Member Recognition – William Murdock, MORPC 

Policy Update  – Joe Garrity, MORPC  

Regional Sustainability Agenda – Remaining Indicators and Targets 
– Ethan Hug, MORPC

• Objective 1.5 Reduce regional greenhouse gas emissions

• Objective 2.5 Reduce the conversion rate of farmland

3:10 – 3:35 2021 Highlights and Accomplishments – Kerstin Carr and the MORPC 
Planning & Sustainability Team 

3:35 – 3:50 pm Working Group/Board Updates 

• Central Ohio Greenways Board: Letty Schamp

• Sustaining Scioto Board: Kristen Atha

• Sustainable2050: Ben Kessler

• Energy & Air Quality Working Group: Matt Stephens-Rich

3:50 – 4:00 pm Other Business 

• 2022 meeting schedule

• Member updates

4:00 pm Adjourn 

Please notify Lynn Kaufman at 614-233-4189 or LKaufman@morpc.org to confirm your 
attendance for this meeting or if you require special assistance. 

The next Sustainability Advisory Committee Meeting 
will be on Wednesday, February 16, 2022 at 2:30 pm 

https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EYzauR1S7d9PgubTA_sSaG8BWOChvRKuqPjW5eXceL8_Sw?e=fXTK7k
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EdMXXc2PrHdAkfNvPO6hv4IBt_jl597LJUhzNcg6pJv8ZA?e=1LJ57j


Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
 

Remote Meeting 
 

Sustainability Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes 

 
 

December 15, 2021, 2:30 pm 
 
Members Present   
Kristen Atha, AECOM  Joshua Simon, Metro Parks 
Kate Bartter, OSU Sustainability Institute  Megha Sinha, NBBJ 
Andrew Biesterveld, COTA  Dan Sowry, Ohio EPA 
Vice-Chair Mayor Ben Kessler, City of Bexley  Matt Stephens-Rich, The Electrification 
Justin Milam, City of Upper Arlington   Coalition 
Megan O'Callaghan, City of Dublin  Eric Walli, Honda North America, Inc. 
Kyle O’Keefe, SWACO  Mayor Christie Ward, Village of Lockbourne 
Letty Schamp, City of Hilliard   
Chair Jim Schimmer, Franklin County   
 Economic Development & Planning   
     
MORPC Staff Present    
Kerstin Carr Lynn Kaufman Anna Oestreich Liz Whelan-Jackson 
Brian Filiatraut William Murdock Edwina Teye Brandi Whetstone 
Joe Garrity Jennifer Noll Melinda Vonstein Brooke White 
Ethan Hug    
 
Called to Order at 2:32 pm. 
 
Member Recognition – William Murdock, MORPC 
William Murdock recognized outgoing members Kristen Atha, Kate Bartter, Justin Milam, Megan 
O’Callaghan, Letty Schamp, Jim Schimmer, and Alana Shockey. 
 
Mayor Ben Kessler will serve as the as new Chair. 
 
Policy Update – Joe Garrity, MORPC  
 
Regional Sustainability Agenda – Remaining Indicators and Targets – Ethan Hug, MORPC 
Objective 1.5 Reduce Regional Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
This metric has been revised to measure the overall regional number of CO2 gas metric tons emitted 
for the region.  The most recent nine years of data are available from the EPA. The goal for 2025 is 
a 31% reduction in total CO2 from 2010, putting the region on the path for a 50% reduction in 2030.  
 
Objective 2.5 Reduce the Conversion Rate of Farmland 
The original intent of this objective was to promote balanced approach to land use and to encourage 
infill development rather than green field / open space development that could result in loss of 
farmland.  We explored this measure initially from the need to preserve prime farmland. Doing this, 
we found that the region is mostly made up of prime farmland based on soil type. The metric has 
been revised to be a three-year status indicator of average acres planted. With these considerations, 
it is suggested that we monitor this measure, and suggest that the 3-year averages not decrease 
greater than -0.85%, and that concern be raised when trends are consistently trending above the -
1.1% loss of ag lands.  
 
 
Please see Regional Sustainability Agenda 2021 Finalized Baseline & Targets for more clarification. 

https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EYzauR1S7d9PgubTA_sSaG8BWOChvRKuqPjW5eXceL8_Sw?e=fXTK7k
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EdMXXc2PrHdAkfNvPO6hv4IBt_jl597LJUhzNcg6pJv8ZA?e=1LJ57j
https://www.morpc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RSA-2021-Finalized-Baseline-and-Targets.pdf
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Member Sinha moved to adopt the Targets for the Regional Sustainability Agenda Objectives 1.6 
and 2.5, seconded by Member Milam, motion carried. 
 
2021 Highlights and Accomplishments – Kerstin Carr and the MORPC Planning & Sustainability 
Team 
Kerstin Carr and staff gave a brief review of the Planning & Sustainability Team’s 2021 work.  
Highlights include RAPID 5, Central Ohio Greenways work, LinkUS, SolSmart, Energy Aggregation, 
Neighborhood-level Air Quality Monitoring, the Logan, Morrow, & Champaign 208 Water Quality 
Management Plans, the 2021 Summit on Sustainability, and the Regional Sustainability Agenda. 
 
Working Group/Board Updates   
Central Ohio Greenways Board – Letty Schamp  
The Board met on November 9 to review 2022 COG Board accomplishments, to discuss federal 
legislative updates, MORPC’s technical assistance program, and 2022 goals, and to review Working 
Group activities.  The Board will meet again on January 19, 2022. 
 

Trail Development Working Group 
Two trail counters were installed for evaluation thru Summer 2022.  A formal equipment 
recommendation to partners is expected after the evaluation period. The Working Group 
reviewed Regional Trail Vision changes and will present them to the Board in January. 
 
Marketing & Communications Working Group 
The Working Group has partnered with Experience Columbus to develop a passport program to 
encourage use of trails. The Working Group will also advise MORPC’s Trail Town Planning 
effort; the Trail Town Project is scheduled to begin on December 13. 

 
Operations & Access Working Group 
The Working Group reviewed wayfinding strategies for a new trail segment and plans to identify 
funding for a Wayfinding Planning Study. 

 
Partnership Working Group 
The Working Group recently finalized an Impact of Trails Report, which estimates a return on 
investment for the Regional Trail Vision. In 2022, the Working Group plans to focus on 
environmental partnerships. 

 
Sustaining Scioto Board – Kristen Atha 
The Board met October 27 with an update from the Agricultural & Rural Communities Outreach 
Team on administering a survey and interview with the Upper Scioto River Watershed Soil and 
Water Conservation District supervisors. The Board also discussed the need to renew member 
terms and identify a new Chair for 2022.  The Board will meet again on February 23, 2022. 
 

Agricultural and Rural Communities Outreach Team 
The Team met on November 18, with a presentation from the OSU Capstone Design Class on 
the Social Science Farmer Survey.  The Team will meet again on January 20, 2022.  

 
Sustainable2050 – Ben Kessler 
The Q4 Membership Meeting took place on December 10. The featured meeting topic was Energy, 
with staff presenting on SolSmart and Energy Aggregation. Tristan Rader of Solar United Neighbors 
also gave a presentation about solar co-ops. 
 

https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EVtmOkSF9C9HkcvGWJGa0cEBWQFwIhC9tkcb7lYHAeCOhQ?e=2j4Jut
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A new element has been incorporated into the Sustainable2050 certification process, where 
members can also earn recognition as a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Champion by achieving at 
least ten of the strategies that have been labeled as DE&I (there are 37 total). 
 
The next Membership Meeting will be March 18, 2022. 
 
Energy & Air Quality Working Group – Matt Stephens-Rich 
The Energy & Air Quality Working Group met on November 23 with a presentation on the LinkUs 
initiative from MORPC’s John Gardocki. The Working Group was also introduced to MORPC’s new 
Energy & Sustainability Program Coordinator, Brian Filiatraut.  The Working Group will meet again 
on January 25, 2022. 
 
Other Business  
2022 Meeting Schedule 

• Wednesday, February 16 
• Wednesday, April 20 
• Wednesday, June 8 
• Wednesday, September 28 
• Wednesday, December 14 

 
All meetings will begin at 2:30 pm. 
 
Adjourned at 4:05 pm. 



SUSTAINABILITY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING
December 15, 2021



MEMBER RECOGNITION

Thank you!

• Kristen Atha
• Kate Bartter
• Justin Milam
• Megan O’Callaghan
• Letty Schamp
• Jim Schimmer
• Alana Shockey

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Turn it over to Lynn for the award video after this. 



REGIONAL 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENDA INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS
Ethan Hug, MORPC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you recall from our last meeting, the Data team reviewed the proposed targets for the RSA and this committee adopted all but two.We took the advice from this group and revisited our regional CO2 target to align more closely with other entities like City of Columbus and OSU. We also had to go back to the drawing board to identify data we could use for the ag land target. We are back today to present our recommendations and adopt the remaining two targets. 



1.5 Reduce regional greenhouse gas emissions

<33 million Metric
Tons CO2 by 2025

DATA SOURCE:
EIA & Census
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ANNUAL CO2 EMISSIONS FROM ENERGY AND FUEL CONSUMPTION (metric tons)
15-COUNTY REGION

GOAL 1
IMPROVE AIR QUALITY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sources: EIAAll CO2 emissions were provided at the state level by sector and overall total attributed from EIA.gov and pertains to all energy and fuel related CO2 emissions – not including CO2 from waste, farming, and non-fuel/energy usesResidential was downscaled by the % of households in a county out of the entirety of the stateCommercial & Industrial were downscaled by the % of employees in a county out of the entirety of the stateTransportation was downscaled by the % of Vehicle Miles traveled in a county out of the entirety of the stateAll other/ Line Loss is down scaled by the interaction of the previous three down scaling combined and attributed to the single line for all other adjusted emissions.Transportation is the single largest CO2 producer of all major GHG emitting sectors. With an increase in cars being electric or hybrid, the CO2 emissions should decrease. With Federal, State, and Local governments also encouraging and funding programming for increased energy efficiencies at home and in businesses, the energy consumption, through energy production, produces CO2. and an increase in the adoption of small scale and utility scale Clean-Renewable energy production increases, there should be a decrease in the CO2 emissions. The Biden administrations pledge as part of the Paris Agreement is to reduce GHG emissions by 50 to 52 % by 2030 from the 2005 levels. 2005 is considered to be the peak year for GHG emissions in the United States. In Ohio, in 2005, there was a total of about 272 million metric tons of CO2 emitted from the state, this equals a regional level of about 51 million metric tons in 2005 for the MORPC 15 counties.The City of Columbus is using a base year of 2013 (44.5 mMT), and OSU is using a 2015 base year*  (41.45 mMT). MORPC is looking to use a 2010 base year with a total of about 48 million metric tons of CO2 emissions.The goal would then mean that by 2030 there should be 24 million metric tons of CO2 emissions for the central Ohio area. The goal should then be set for at or below 33 metric tons by 2025 and reaching 24 or fewer by 2030 with an end goal in 2050 to be net zero. This would equal in 2025 a 31% reduction in CO2 from 2010 and in 2030 just over 50% reduction in CO2.



2.5 Reduce the conversion rate of nationally significant farmland
Agriculture land use – 3-Year average
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GOAL 2

PROTECT NATURAL RESOURCES

DATA SOURCE: 
USDA: National Agricultural 

Statistics Service, Quick Stats

Maintain or reduce the 

1.1% average 
reduction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 1992, the 3-year average, annual mean reduction in farmland is about 0.85% (-0.86%) with an annual average of -1.17% since 2001 & -1.10% since 2010. Since 1992, the highest loss of agricultural land was in 2019 (3-year average) with a decrease of ~6.7% of ag land not being planted from the year prior. In 2014, the largest growth in planted ag land occurred with a growth of ~4.2% from the year prior.Largest factors for contributing to a farmer not planting a field: Weather conditions make it not economical or feasible to plant especially the desired crop if it were corn which has an earlier planting cycle than soybeans. We account for this with using the 3-year average to smooth any year-to-year weather patterns that might limit a farmer’s ability to plant a crop in specific fields. Second is federal programming to prevent planting such as CRP and other similar programming where a farmer is paid to implement other practices on the acres that would otherwise be planted and be paid to do so at a comparable or improved rate to what could be expected from the return on the harvest. Last is development of the land for other uses, when this happens a farmer will likely use and plant the acres for development until ground is broke to ensure that they plant as many acres as possible for the highest potential return. With these considerations, it is suggested that we monitor this measure, and suggest that the 3-year averages not decrease greater than -0.85%, and that concern be raised when trends are consistently trending above the -1.1% loss of ag lands. 



Questions?

Ethan Hug
Data Analyst
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
ehug@morpc.org



Approve proposed targets for objectives 1.5 and 2.5 of the 
2021-2024 Regional Sustainability Agenda. 

ACTION ITEM



2021 Accomplishments
Planning & Sustainability Department
MORPC 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KERSTINThis will give you a quick highlight of key accomplishments this year.In early 2022 we will go over some of the initiatives planned for 2022 with the new SAC members. Good afternoon everyone and welcome our new members! We’re so excited that you are willing to join us and lend your expertise and guidance to our work. But despite this virtual world, you have been just as engaged in our work as before. So thank you! Thank you for all your support and advice to me and my team as we worked with many of you and your staff on important projects and initiatives and started new ones. Even with the pandemic, there hasn’t been any down time for MORPC – in the contrary, it all seemed busier than usual. But the pandemic and racial inequities it has highlighted has also made us even more passionate about keeping our focus on equity. Making sure we work towards lifting those up who have been traditionally underserved and prioritizing projects, programs, and initiatives that help create inclusive policies and build trust and support in all our communities. These next 20 minutes or so are really supposed to be a small celebration and recognition of all the hard work of our team members and our working groups. We will be highlighting some of our larger initiatives from the year in relation to our Regional Sustainability Agenda goals and we’ll make sure that our lead staff has the opportunity to share some the projects they worked on themselves. With that, I’ll turn it over to Brandi Whetstone, our Sustainability Officer, to facilitate this presentation. As you know, we’re very lucky to have Brandi here at MORPC, leading our sustainability work. She’s so passionate about her work, highly collaborative, and really good about connecting dots – both internally and externally. And I just wanted to recognize her leadership in this area.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
KERSTIN-



CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS

Melinda Vonstein, Central Ohio Greenways Coordinator
mvonstein@morpc.org

2021 
• Trail Prioritization
• Impacts of Trail Study
• Trail Monitoring Pilot Project
• Outdoor Trails Passport

2022
• Trail Town Framework 
• Implementation/Funding Strategies 
• Partnership Development

$2 million of 
total economic 
impact per mile

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KERSTIN- I think you are all very much aware of Central Ohio Greenways and the goal to advance the Regional Trail Vision.I’m so proud of Melinda Vonstein, our Central Ohio Greenways Coordinator, who leads many of these important and again very collaborative efforts. MELINDA-This year Central Ohio Greenway’s planning efforts have positioned the region well as we continue to strategically implement the 750 mile regional trail vison. Some key accomplishments include finalizing the Trail Prioritization and Impacts of Trails studies. These two projects provide critical information about the importance of trails for our region and identify strategies for implementing in equitable ways that will improve quality of life for all people. Additionally we were able to purchase and install new state of the art technology to monitor trail use to better understand user patterns. We are in the process of evaluating this equipment, but so far we are excited about how this improved data with help make the case for funding more trails. Finally, we built a partnership with Experience Columbus and released a virtual passport in collaboration with them that celebrates the beautiful trails we already have and encourages people to check them out. 



2020 ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

NEW BIKE/PED RESOURCES FOR MPO
COMPLETE STREETS POLICY

2020-2050 ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Lauren Cardoni, Senior Planner

lcardoni@morpc.org | 614.233.4128

Transportation projects receiving 
MORPC-attributable federal funding 
are required to comply with this policy.

Provides resources to help 
communities design roadway projects 
that include accommodations for all 
users.

https://www.morpc.org/atphttps://www.morpc.org/tool-resource/complete-streets/

Contact Lauren Cardoni, Lcardoni@morpc.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
JEN - MORPC recently updated two important resources to help communities within the MPO area to design roadways that are safer for all users.At its November meeting, Commission approved the 2021 update to the MORPC complete streets policy, which guides public transportation infrastructure investments in a manner that supports regional safety, multimodal mobility, and sustainability goals. The policy also accommodates Central Ohio’s continued population growth and shifts in development. Just yesterday at its December meeting, Commission approved the 2020 – 2050 Active Transportation Plan, which supports the Complete Streets policy to help communities plan for and implement roadway projects that include accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users. The ATP and Complete Streets policy will work together to guide the region toward a network of complete, connected, and low-stress active transportation infrastructure. For more information about either of these resources, please contact Lauren Cardoni.

mailto:lcardoni@morpc.org
https://www.morpc.org/atp
https://www.morpc.org/tool-resource/complete-streets/


HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT

• Regional Housing Strategy
• Speaker Series
• Outreach & Engagement
• Agency Peer Exchange

• LinkUS
• State of Mobility report

• Insight2050
• Scenario Planning
• ESRI Urban

Presenter
Presentation Notes
JENMORPC convened monthly conversations for the Regional Housing Strategy, called the housing Speaker Series. As we continued remote work, it allowed us to bring in speakers from across the country to discuss how they are addressing population growth and housing market pressure in their communities. Topics included innovative construction, 15-minute cities, best practices in zoning and developer incentives, and the reality that your ZIP code determines much more about your future than nearly anything else.  Next year, watch for new workshops – hopefully in person – to engage our members and the development community.The Regional Housing Strategy is closely tied to the work of LinkUS, which is so much more than a transit initiative. LinkUS is taking a comprehensive approach to Central Ohio’s future, by advancing the work of insight2050 to design a regional transportation system that improves mobility, housing, and access to opportunity for all residents. If you haven’t yet, be sure to check out the recent State of Mobility report. MORPC remains very engaged in the ongoing work of this initiative and is working closely with our members to represent the regional perspective.Finally, with the addition of ESRI Urban to our data and mapping capabilities, MORPC will soon be able to do even more scenario planning, building upon the original insight2050 analysis. We are excited to share this new tool with you in the new year.



ENERGY

2021-
• SolSmart
= technical assistance & designation program  recognize 

local gov’ts for encouraging solar growth by addressing barriers

• Energy Aggregation
= regional approach centered on 100% RE & in-state

• Rickenbacker Area Plan Update

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BRANDI-This year has been a busy but also transitional year for the energy work. We’ve laid the groundwork through our Local Government Energy Partnership and have continued to push forward with programs and services for our members, including SolSmart and energy aggregation. Brian Filiatraut started at MORPC just over a month ago as the Energy & Sustainability Program Coordinator, and I'm so impressed with what he's been able to tackle in this short amount of time.  I'm excited that he's on board now to help us advance energy efficiency, clean energy, and climate solutions. I'm turning it over to Brian to introduce himself and tell us what he's been up to since he started.  BRIAN- (2 minutes) – quick summary of background and program updates SolSmart – SolSmart is a national technical assistance & designation program designed to recognize local gov’ts to promote solar through transparency & visibility by addressing barriers, removing much of the red tape, and streamlining processes in permitting, inspections, planning, & zoning to make it easier to do solar by residents & businessesCurrently MORPC is moving forward toward a goal of getting 16 local governments designated, providing coordination and outreach through Sustainable2050 program, hosting workshops, and connecting members with free technical assistance working with our Central Ohio SolSmart advisor. Energy Aggregation Regional Approach – Gauging member interest in EA and encouraging a regional approach with alignment around common goals for 100% Ohio based clean energy. In this process we are leveraging success of other communities like City of Columbus, Worthington, and Grove City to share resources, such as RFP templates, and expertise. We kicked things off with a EA workshop for members at the end of September. Our next steps are to continue gauging member interest, consider a committee or regular meetings to bring people together, and finalizing the EA Toolkit for local governments.  Rickenbacker Area Plan Updates – Leveraging SolSmart and EA as local government strategies but also identifying private sector opportunities & strategies. Planning process with sub-committee to review and update the energy recommendations and create a scope of work for the next year. All of this work is on-going into 2022 as we continue to develop our core programs and priorities. There will be much more to report on in the new year.



AIR QUALITY 

• Neighborhood level air quality 
monitoring 

• Forecasting and annual report

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BRANDI-To showcase the incredible work on our air quality and water quality programs, I’ll turn it over to Brooke White to highlight the things she and her team were able to accomplish. We are so fortunate to have both Dr. Brooke White, Dr. Edwina Teye, and our intern Anna Oestreich on our team doing great work in air and water quality. Brooke, take it away. BROOKE- 



WATER RESOURCES

Sustaining Scioto-
• Forum on precipitation impacts and 

water infrastructure planning tools
• Funding and partnership with American 

Farmland Trust
• Ag & Rural Outreach Working Team 
• Virtual Riverfest 
208 Water Quality Management Plans-
• Complete for Morrow, Logan, and 

Champaign Counties

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BROOKE- Continued to host Sustaining Scioto Board meetings. Hosted a forum in partnership with Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District to address shared challenges among water infrastructure providers, primarily around precipitation and flooding issues, and the available data and tools for water infrastructure planning.New funding from American Farmland Trust, focused on x,y,z. I’m going to turn it over to Edwina to report the Ag and Rural Communities Outreach Working Team, Virtual riverfest, and Water quality management plans. EDWINA- We formed the Ag & Rural Outreach Working Team to help us advance our work through strategic partnerships and engagement with rural and agricultural stakeholders.  The Team is chaired by Jessica d’Ambrosio from the Nature Conservancy and includes board members representing American Farmland Trust, Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Farm Bureau, and more. This year we advanced our work plan by (insert update)Virtual Riverfest-Water quality management plans-MORPC is providing planning services to the Ohio EPA to develop updated and comprehensive water quality management plans for the Central Ohio region.  In 2020, we wrapped up plans for a 7-county region including Franklin county, and received funding from Ohio EPA to begin planning for Morrow, Logan, and Champaign counties.  Much of that is moving forward in 2021 which will include extensive research and stakeholder engagement. 



2021 SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BRANDI- And as you know, MORPC hosted another successful Summit on Sustainability this year on Friday, October 15 with 300 people attending in person.The Summit would not be possible without the generous support of our many sponsors and we especially thank SWACO for being our Presenting Sponsor this year.The day was filled with breakout session, two general sessions, and opportunities to network with colleagues. The lunch portion of course was everyone’s favorite and we celebrated our sustainability efforts across Central Ohio with 4 outstanding Pecha Kucha presentations. Recordings are available at www.morpc.org/summit. You can also find the Regional Sustainability Award recipient videos on MORPC’s YouTube Channel. Congratulations again to those winners, including our own Jim Schimmer!



REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA

morpc.org/sustainabilityagenda

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BRANDI- and so to wrap things up…As you know, earlier this year we adopted the new Regional Sustainability Agenda for 2021-2024. I want to thank members of the SAC who engaged in the process, and Justin Milam for chairing the sub-committee with the vice chair Alex Slaymaker. New to the RSA, we developed a vision and principles statement to highlight equity, diversity, and inclusion. We also worked with Dr. Jason Reece from OSU to host a workshop delving into the equity considerations and developed the Equity Resource Guide.   The guide illuminates the important equity considerations in the implementation of the Regional Sustainability Agenda (RSA) goals and objectives, with best practices and data resources to support social equity analysis, programming, and policy development. This resource is available on our website.



35 members making a collective impact on 
quality of life in central Ohio!

Program benefits-

• Peer exchange
• Recognition
• Technical assistance

Contact Brandi Whetstone 
bwhetstone@morpc.org

SUSTAINABLE2050

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BRANDI-Closely tied to the RSA is MORPC’s Sustainable2050 program, which supports our members’ sustainability efforts through technical assistance, collaboration, and recognition. There are now 35 members participating. We hosted quarterly membership meetings focused on different sustainability topics, welcomed Plain City as a new member, and recognized City of Hilliard’s Platinum certification level. We also piloted a technical assistance program with an OSU City and Regional Planning Sustainability Studio, resulting in the creation of a sustainability plan for city of Reynoldsburg.   We put certifications on hold for most of the year while we finalized the new RSA and the accompanying certification framework, in which members can achieve bronze, silver, gold, and platinum Sustainable2050 levels (which you see on the slide)The updated framework provides a menu of strategies that have been adopted into the sustainability agenda, and achieving those strategies earns points toward certification. We’ve also included a new element - members can earn recognition as a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Champion, or DE&I Champion, by achieving at least 10 of the strategies that have been labeled as DE&I (there are 37 total).  I’m really excited to have the new RSA in place to ignite our work toward the goals we set as a region, while having a continued focus on equity. 



Brandi Whetstone
Sustainability Officer
bwhetstone@morpc.org

Jennifer Noll
Principal Planner
jnoll@morpc.org
Melinda Vonstein
Central Ohio Greenways Coordinator
mvonstein@morpc.org

Brian Filiatraut
Energy & Sustainability Program Coordinator
bfiliatraut@morpc.org
Edwina Teye
Associate Planner
eteye@morpc.org
Brooke White
Sustainability Program Manager 
bwhite@morpc.org 

Kerstin Carr
Director, Planning & Sustainability
kcarr@morpc.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BRANDI – I want to thank our talented team for all of their great work this year.  Their dedication and passion is demonstrated through their work and it does not go unnoticed.You’ve received a glimpse at what we’ve accomplished together this year.  We are looking forward to building on this work and multiplying our impact in the region with your support and guidance. I wish you all a safe and happy holiday season. Are there any questions? 

mailto:wmurdock@morpc.org
mailto:wmurdock@morpc.org


Page 1 of 2 

 

MORPC Sustainability Advisory Committee 
Board/Working Group Report 
December 15, 2021 
 
 

Central Ohio Greenways Board (Chair: Letty Schamp) 
Next meeting January 19, 2022 
 
The Central Ohio Greenways (COG) Board meet on November 9th to review 2022 
COG Board Accomplishments, learn about federal legislative updates including 
the recent Infrastructure Bill, learn about MORPC’s technical assistance, and 
review working group activities. Lastly the Board discussed goals for 2022 and 
would like to continue focusing on partnership building, utilizing federal funds, and 

evaluating the strategic plan.  
 
Trail Development Working Group:  The group is supporting a trail monitoring pilot project. Two state of 
the art counters were installed on trails and will be evaluated over the next 6-9 months. A formal 
equipment recommendation to partners is expected after the evaluation period. Lastly the group 
reviewed Regional Trail Vision changes and will present them to the Board in January.  
 
Marketing & Communications Working Group: The Group has partnered with Experience Columbus to 
develop a passport program aimed to encourage use of trails. Incentives will be offered monthly to 
random participants.  
 
Additionally, the Group will advise MORPC’s Trail Town Planning effort, which will provide 
recommendations to rural towns and communities on how to utilize trail connectivity for economic 
development, tourism, and quality of life. The trail town project is scheduled to begin on December 13th 
and will last approximately 8 months.  
 
Operations & Access Working Group: The group reviewed wayfinding strategies for a new trail segment 
and would like to identify funding for a wayfinding planning study.  
 
Partnership Working Group: The Group recently finalized an Impact of Trails Report, which estimates a 
return on investment for the Regional Trail Vision. The report reveals significant impacts related to 
quality of life, health, the economy, and the environment. In 2022, the group plans to focus more on 
environmental partnerships.  
 

 
 

Energy & Air Quality Working Group (Chair: Matt Stephens-Rich) 
Next meeting: January 25, 2022 

 

The Energy and Air Quality Working Group met for the final time in 2021 on 
November 23 with a featured presentation on the LinkUs initiative from John 
Gardocki with MORPC.  The Group was also introduced to MORPC’s new Energy 
& Sustainability Program Coordinator. 

Air Quality Monitoring Subcommittee: The project team has finished collocating the 20 low-cost air 
monitors with Ohio EPA’s regulatory particulate matter monitor.  One monitor will remain collocated to 
obtain calibration data throughout the year to understand the influence of meteorology.  Fourteen out of 
twenty monitors have been placed in their final destinations throughout Franklin County.  The project 
team is exploring an educational engagement partnership with COSI staff. 
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Sustainable2050 
Next meeting: Friday, March 18, 2022 
 

The Q4 membership meeting took place on December 10. The featured meeting 

topic was energy, where staff presented about SolSmart and energy aggregation. 

Tristan Rader with Solar United Neighbors also gave a presentation about solar co-

ops.  

The MORPC team also provided an overview of the updated certification process to achieve bronze, 

silver, gold, and platinum Sustainable2050 levels. The certification process has been updated to align 

with the new Regional Sustainability Agenda (RSA). Members will use this framework to track their 

achievements from the list of strategies that have been adopted in the RSA. The current framework 

includes a much larger menu of activities for earning points toward certification. The certification levels 

are determined by the percentage of total possible points achieved: 75% earns Platinum, 50% earns 

Gold, 30% earns Silver, and 15% earns Bronze. If a community has already achieved certification 

under the old framework, then that will not change unless they decide to certify again. 

 

There’s also a new element incorporated into this process, where members can also earn recognition 

as a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Champion, or DE&I Champion, by achieving at least 10 of the 

strategies that have been labeled as DE&I (there are 37 total). We are excited to offer this to our 

Sustainable2050 members and elevate equity within their sustainability work.  

 

If your community or agency is interested in participating in Sustainable2050 or earning its Tier Status, 

please contact Brandi for more information at bwhetstone@morpc.org.  

 

 
 

Sustaining Scioto Board (Chair: Kristen Atha) 

Next Meeting:  February 23, 2022 

 
The Board met in October with an update from the Agricultural and Rural Communities 
Outreach Team on administering a survey and interview with the Upper Scioto River 
Watershed Soil and Water Conservation District supervisors.  The Board also 
discussed the need to renew member terms and identify a new Chair for 2022. 
 

Agricultural and Rural Communities Outreach Team: The Team wrapped up the year during the 

November 18 meeting. There was a presentation by the OSU Capstone Design Class on the Social 

Science Farmer Survey deployed to farmers in the Upper Scioto Watershed to help analyze farmer 

perceptions on topics including water quality and climate change. The results will guide the Team to 

develop outreach programming for the agricultural and rural communities in the watershed in 2022.  
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All meetings are at 2:30pm 

• Wednesday, February 16
• Wednesday, April 20
• Wednesday, June 8
• Wednesday, September 28
• Wednesday, December 14

2022 MEETING SCHEDULE



Happy 
Holidays and 
warm wishes 
for 2022!



Jim Schimmer
Chair
Sustainability Advisory Committee
jrschimmer@franklincountyohio.gov

Ben Kessler
Vice-Chair
Sustainability Advisory Committee
bkessler@bexley.org

Brandi Whetstone
Sustainability Officer
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
bwhetstone@morpc.org
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