May 2nd, 2019
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:
Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.
Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.
Age-Friendly Columbus and Franklin County is one stakeholder that is collaborating with the City of
Columbus. It is our mission to empower older adults in our community to be able to thrive as they age.
Many of the challenges faced by older adult residents are around mobility and accessibility and that is why
we support the infrastructure updates proposed by the City of Columbus and ODOT.
Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the
U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of
our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge
your support for the application.
Sincerely,

Katie M. White
Director of Age-Friendly Communities
Columbus and Franklin County
The Ohio State University, College of Social Work
White.3073@osu.edu

