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What’s Happening
Bill to Provide Federal Funds to Local Governments + Capital Reappropriations Passes the House
On June 4th, the Ohio House of Representatives passed Senate Bill 310, 87-8, which would distribute $350 million of the
federal CARES funding to local governments based on the Local Government Fund distribution. These relief dollars can
only be used on expenses related to the pandemic. They cannot be used for other budget-related issues. State lawmakers
are hopeful the federal government will ease the strict guidelines on how the money can be spent in the coming months
to allow local governments suffering from revenue shortfalls to use it on payroll and other expenses. Therefore, state
lawmakers decided only to distribute 350 million of the 1.2 billion earmarked funds for local government under 500,000. To
be eligible to receive a payment a local government must adopt a resolution or ordinance. The bill contains an emergency
clause and is awaiting Senate action on House amendments.
The bill also includes capital reappropriations that had been previously agreed to by Governor DeWine and the Ohio Senate.
Senate Bill 310 also includes language that would allow DeWine to freeze pay and step advancements for non-union state
workers. These amendments were added in House Finance Committee. The legislation was further amended on the floor to
grant local governments more flexibility to address budget problems caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The amendments
are supported by the Ohio Municipal League (OML), Ohio Township Association (OTA) and County Commissioners Association
of Ohio (CCAO).
The four floor amendments accepted to SB310 include the following:
1.

Exempts subdivisions that received a direct distribution of CARES Act funds from the minimum prescribed in
the bill for local small business grant programs. That means the City of Columbus, Franklin County, Cuyahoga
County, Montgomery County, Hamilton County and Summit County can use that funding to award grants to small
businesses to the full extent permitted under the CARES Act. Local governments receiving funding through the
state share of CARES Act funds still have to comply with the minimum standards under the bill.
2. Allows local governments to furlough employees for 60 days, as furloughs are a “kinder, gentler form of economic
cost-savings” than layoffs because employees can retain their health care for up to 60 days. This language would
only apply to FY21.
3. Allows municipalities and townships to temporarily divert payments in lieu of taxes the subdivision received from
a tax increment financing (TIF) project to use instead for public safety or road maintenance expenses not covered
by the CARES Act. The diversion can be up to 25 percent.
4. Exempts local governments from competitive bidding requirements when necessary to respond to the COVID-19
emergency.
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What’s Happening
Civil Rights
Over the past few weeks, we have all witnessed and felt the sadness, the outrage, and the frustration concerning the
deaths of Ahmaud Aubrey, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and so many other senseless deaths and unnecessary trauma
across the nation and closer to home. These tragedies impact us deeply and cast a brighter light on racism and its long
legacy and impact on every community.
MORPC supports our local government members across the region as they work to eliminate racism and discrimination,
especially the City of Columbus and Franklin County in declaring racism to be a public health crisis.
As MORPC’s Regional Policy Roundtable works to update the agency’s Public Policy Agenda this year, working collectively
to eliminate systemic racism in our community, will be at the forefront of our minds as we revise our policy priorities.

Top News
FY20-21 Budget
Gov. Mike DeWine and the Office of Budget and Management (OBM) directed all agencies to report how they would cut 20
percent from their budgets for the remainder of FY20. However, not all are being held to that standard, given the variability of
budget size, mission and responsibilities in responding to COVID-19. The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction
(DRC), which is grappling with significant outbreaks in its facilities, is not being asked to make such substantial cuts, for
example. DeWine and OBM announced details of $776 million in cuts for FY20 the week of May 4.

Business/Corporate
The Ohio Chamber of Commerce’s quarterly “Prosperity Pulse” index fell to a historic low of 51 during 2020’s first quarter,
the first time “below-average” economic conditions were reported. The index has been at or above 100 since the chamber
began measuring it in 2017’s first quarter, and it peaked in 2018’s third quarter at 139.9. Only eight percent of the 414
respondents said they expect their businesses to turn a profit over the next three months, and optimism about their
company’s future economic health fell to 31 percent. Health care costs had traditionally been the primary issue of concern
but were replaced statewide by economic uncertainty.

Census
The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) sent a letter to U.S. Census Bureau Director Steven Dillingham
expressing concerns regarding both the effect of the delays of the 2020 Census on redistricting and the bureau’s use of
differential privacy as its statistical method for protecting individual data.
Ohio’s census self-response rate has reached 65.5 percent. Even as a majority of Ohioans have responded to the 2020 Census,
counties in Ohio’s Appalachian region continue to see response rates that lag behind the rest of the state, particularly when
it comes to Internet response rates. The counties of Pike, Scioto, Lawrence, Vinton, Meigs, Athens, Morgan, Monroe and
Harrison have not yet cracked 60 percent in their self-response rates, and most of them have response rates by Internet
below 30 percent. On average, Ohio’s self-response by Internet is 50.8 percent.
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Top News
Civil Rights
Ohio Democrats issued statements after demonstrators protesting in Columbus over the death of George Floyd in
Minneapolis, MN led to clashes with police and vandalism on Capitol Square. The Ohio Legislative Black Caucus said it
will be introducing legislation to declare racism a public health crisis. “Black America woke this morning to a nightmare
that seems to never end and a continued feeling of hopelessness that nothing will ever be better,” OLBC President Rep.
Stephanie Howse (D-Cleveland) said. “What we are witnessing around the country is a community simply begging to be
seen and heard. Racism is real and it is the biggest public health threat citizens of color face.” House Democrats from
Franklin County, including Reps. Kristin Boggs (D-Columbus), Richard Brown (D-Canal Winchester), Mary Lightbody
(D-Westerville), Beth Liston (D-Dublin) and Allison Russo (D-Columbus) issued a statement saying the events did not
start Thursday evening. “We must recognize the institutional racism in our society and the trauma it continues to cause
in our community, they said

Coronavirus
Gov. Mike DeWine announced Friday, May 22 that the following orders had been signed by Ohio Department of Health
Director Amy Acton- Director’s Order that Reopens Gyms, Dance Instruction Studios, and Other Personal Fitness Venues,
with Exceptions - Director’s Order that Provides Guidance for Baseball, Softball, Batting Cages, Golf Courses, Miniature
Golf, Local and Public Pools and Aquatic Centers, Tennis Facilities, Skills Training for All Sports, and General Non-Contact
Sports including Bowling Alleys, with Exceptions- Director’s Third Amended Order re: the closure of all K-12 Schools in
State of Ohio. Amendment allows facility use for day camps and activities described in the “Director’s Order that Provides
Guidance for Baseball, Softball...”
Medically-trained members of the Ohio National Guard (ONG) are part of new teams being deployed to provide COVID-19
testing to the state’s long-term care facilities, which have been hit particularly hard during the pandemic. The 14 Congregate
Care Unified Response Teams, consisting of approximately 10 members each, will include individuals from ONG, Ohio
Department of Health (ODH), Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) and local health departments, DeWine said during his
coronavirus briefing. The ONG members will conduct the swab testing, while other team members will do advance work
and assist in other ways, the governor said.
Gov. Mike DeWine said his administration is expanding the criteria on who can get a COVID-19 test to include individuals in
the community who are showing symptoms. He also said that the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) will be adding a map
to its coronavirus website that will show COVID-19 test centers, and will include community health sites and retail sites.
Gov. Mike DeWine announced that Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Director Amy Acton had signed two additional public
health orders related to the coronavirus pandemic. One continues the prohibition on mass gatherings of more than 10
people through July 1 and spells out a variety of sector specific protocols and restrictions. The other rescinds an April 13
order that had barred liquor sales to out-of-state residents in some Eastern Ohio border counties, issued in reaction to
Pennsylvanians who were crossing the border after that state’s liquor stores were closed in the pandemic.

Economic Development
JobsOhio leaders said that the economic recovery to come represents a “generational opportunity” for Ohio, with President
and CIO J.P. Nauseef detailing business support initiatives undertaken since the last board of directors meeting in March.
This included securing nearly $70 million worth of personal protective equipment (PPE); converting planned efforts to
expand airport service to instead supporting them as markets were lost; implementing the liquor buyback program and
liquor rebates; addressing loan deferments and workforce retention loans; providing $50 million worth of innovation
funding; creating the Community Bank Loan Guarantee Program; and financing support for Appalachian businesses.
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Top News
General Assembly/Statehouse
Ohio would be the first state to pass legislation declaring racism as a “public health crisis” if a resolution introduced by
members of the Ohio Legislative Black Caucus (OLBC) is adopted by the General Assembly. During a conference call with
reporters, OLBC President Rep. Stephanie Howse (D-Cleveland) said the resolution is similar to the one adopted by the
Franklin County Board of Commissioners. She noted Cleveland and Columbus are also working on their own versions of
the legislation, and that OLBC wants to help build a movement at the local, state and federal level to address the issue
of racism.

Great Lakes
Gov. Mike DeWine’s signature program to reduce harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie will be cut by roughly 5 percent due
to tax revenue shortfalls caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The administration is cutting $4 million from H2Ohio’s FY20
budget, Ohio Office of Budget and Management (OBM) spokesperson Pete LuPiba told Hannah News. The program had
been appropriated about $86 million for the fiscal year in the budget, HB166 (Oelslager).

Public Safety
Last month, MORPC submitted testimony to the Senate Local Government, Public Safety, and Veterans Affairs Committee
on Senate Bill 285, a bill that will curb distracted driving in the State. The testimony is the culmination of a discussion on
the importance of MORPC’s support of this critical legislation that protects people, while also ensuring that people aren’t
being disproportionately targeted.
MORPC strongly supports the necessary measures to curb distracted driving and save lives, while also urging members
of the committee to consider inserting language to the bill that would require law enforcement officers to inform a person
who is pulled over for distracted driving that they have the right to decline a search of their vehicle. We also strongly urge
the committee to consider some type of data mechanism of people who are pulled over for distracted driving, to ensure
minorities are not specifically being targeted. These amendment requests are in alignment with language included in a
similar bill in Virginia.

Transportation/Infrastructure
Ohio drivers encountering fewer vehicles on the roads during the COVID-19 pandemic responded by driving faster, an
Ohio State University (OSU) analysis found. Researchers at Ohio State’s Center for Urban and Regional Analysis (CURA)
compared traffic data in Columbus, Cleveland and Cincinnati from March 28 to April 19 last year with the same time period
this year, when people were staying home because of the pandemic. Ohio’s stay-at-home order went into effect on March 2.
The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) released the final report from its “Midwest Connect” Hyperloop
Feasibility Study on whether the technology could be used to connect Columbus with Chicago and Pittsburgh. “We have
continued to advance the work along this corridor ever since winning the Virgin Hyperloop One Global Challenge for the
Midwest Connect route, and conducting this feasibility study was one of our first, major action steps,” MORPC Transportation
and Infrastructure Development Director Thea Ewing said. “The main takeaway is that hyperloop technology is, indeed,
feasible along this route at its optimal speeds of more than 500 mph.”

Unemployment Compensation
For the week ending May 30, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 34,575 initial unemployment
claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). “The number of initial jobless claims filed in Ohio over the last 11 weeks
(1,292,413) is more than the combined total of those filed during the last three years,” ODJFS said.
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Legislative Updates
Goal 1: Promote regionalism at the local, state, and federal levels of government fostering economic
growth, prosperity, efficient use of resources, and a high quality of life for Central Ohio residents.
HB54

LGF TAX REVENUE INCREASE (CERA J, ROGERS J) To increase the proportion of state tax revenue allocated
to the Local Government Fund from 1.66% to 3.53% beginning July 1, 2019.
Current Status: 2/12/2019 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-54

HB72

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND (ROGERS J, CERA J) To create the Supplemental State Capital Improvements
Pilot Program funded by a temporary transfer from the Budget Stabilization Fund and to make an
appropriation.
Current Status: 2/20/2019 - Referred to Committee House Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-72

HB84

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS-SEWER LATERALS (HOLMES G) To expressly include, as eligible projects under
the State Capital Improvements Program, water and sewer laterals located on private property.
Current Status: 3/27/2019 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-84

HB92

VOTE ON COUNTY SALES TAX (ANTANI N, SMITH J) To require voter approval of any increase in the rate
of a county sales tax.
Current Status: 3/13/2019 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-92

HB124

RESIDENTIAL SMALL LIVESTOCK (BRINKMAN T) To allow an owner of residential property to keep small
livestock on the property and to prohibit zoning authorities from regulating certain noncommercial
agricultural activities on residential property.
Current Status: 3/12/2019 - Referred to Committee House Agriculture and Rural Development
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-124

HB133

MILITARY-TEMPORARY LICENSURE (PERALES R, WEINSTEIN C) To require state occupational licensing
agencies, under certain circumstances, to issue temporary licenses or certificates to members of the
military and spouses who are licensed in another jurisdiction and have moved to Ohio for military duty.
Current Status: 10/2/2019 - Senate Transportation, Commerce and Workforce, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-133

HB149

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPT-RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION (MERRIN D) To enact the “Affordable Homebuilding
and Housing Act” to temporarily exempt from property tax the increased value of land subdivided for
residential development.
Current Status: 4/10/2019 - House Economic and Workforce Development, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-149

HB152

TAX LEVY-SUBDIVISION CREATOR (BRINKMAN T) To require certain subdivisions to obtain the approval
of the body that created the subdivision before levying a tax.
Current Status: 4/10/2019 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-152
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Legislative Updates
HB163

WATER AND SEWER PRACTICES (BRINKMAN T) To create a process for withholding local government
funds and state water and sewer assistance from municipal corporations that engage in certain water and
sewer practices with respect to extraterritorial service.
Current Status: 5/13/2020 - House Public Utilities, (Seventh Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-163

HB218

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS (PATTON T) To authorize certain public entities to enter into publicprivate initiatives with a private party through a public-private agreement regarding public facilities.
Current Status: 5/20/2020 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House State and Local Government, (Third
Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-218

HB242

CONTAINER USE RESTRICTIONS (LANG G, JONES D) To authorize the use of an auxiliary container for any
purpose, to prohibit the imposition of a tax or fee on those containers, and to apply existing anti-littering
law to those containers.
Current Status: 5/27/2020 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 23-9
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-242

HB252

LAND REUTILIZATION (GREENSPAN D) To create the Land Reutilization Demolition Program and to make
an appropriation.
Current Status: 6/30/2019 - Re-Referred to Committee
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-252

HB287

MEDICAID WAIVER-MILITARY (RUSSO A, PERALES R) Regarding Medicaid home and community-based
waiver services for relatives of active duty military.
Current Status: 5/20/2020 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 32-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-287

HB311

COUNTY INSPECTOR GENERAL (GREENSPAN D) To authorize counties to request and obtain a county
inspector general to investigate wrongful acts or omissions in county and other political subdivision
government.
Current Status: 2/26/2020 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House State and Local Government, (First
Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-311

HB382

PROHIBIT INCOME TAX-MUNICIPAL NONRESIDENTS (JORDAN K) To prohibit municipal corporations from
levying an income tax on nonresidents’ compensation for personal services or on net profits from a sole
proprietorship owned by a nonresident.
Current Status: 11/6/2019 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-382

HB440

SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS-MANUFACTURING (MIRANDA J, CARRUTHERS S) To authorize sales tax exemptions
for property and services used to clean or maintain manufacturing machinery and for employment services
used to operate manufacturing machinery.
Current Status: 1/28/2020 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-440
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Legislative Updates
HB444

CHANGES TO TOWNSHIP LAW (BALDRIDGE B, ABRAMS C) To make various changes to township law.
Current Status: 5/6/2020 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-444

HB487

TAX-FORFEITED LAND (GREEN D, WEST T) To increase, from one to six years, the interval within which
county auditors must offer tax-forfeited land for sale and to give county auditors more discretion as to how
and where such sales are conducted.
Current Status: 2/26/2020 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-487

HB505

AUTHORITY ELIMINATION - RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES (BECKER J, CROSSMAN J) To eliminate the specific
authority of residential facilities to operate within residential zoning districts.
Current Status: 2/19/2020 - Referred to Committee House Health
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-505

HB564

PREVENT UTILITY DISRUPTION DURING COVID-19 (LELAND D) To prevent the disruption of utility service
during the state of emergency declared regarding COVID-19 and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 5/5/2020 - Referred to Committee House Public Utilities
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-564

HB565

EXTEND INCOME TAX FILING DEADLINE (ROGERS J, CROSSMAN J) To extend the filing and payment
dates for state, municipal, and school district income taxes by the same period as any federal income tax
extension granted in response to the COVID-19 disease outbreak and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 5/5/2020 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-565

HB566

INCREASE LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND DISTRIBUTION (ROGERS J, CROSSMAN J) To increase the
percentage of revenue to the General Revenue Fund distributed to the Local Government Fund and to
declare an emergency.
Current Status: 5/5/2020 - Referred to Committee House Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-566

HB572

STATE OFFICES - FEE, PENALTY WAIVERS (SOBECKI L) To allow the Ohio Public Works Commission, the
Ohio Water Development Authority, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, county auditors, and county
recorders, during the state of emergency due to COVID-19, to waive certain penalties and late fees, suspend
certain reporting requirements, and waive electronic recording fees, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 5/5/2020 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-572

HB582

MAKE APPROPRIATIONS, REAPPROPRIATIONS (CALLENDER J) To make appropriations for the biennium
ending June 30, 2021, and capital reappropriations for the biennium ending June 30, 2022.
Current Status: 5/5/2020 - Referred to Committee House Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-582

HB591

SUSPEND EMPLOYER MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX (ROGERS J) To suspend some employer municipal income
tax withholding requirements during the COVID-19 state of emergency and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 5/5/2020 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-591
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Legislative Updates
HB594

DEFERRED RETIREMENT - EMERGENCY WORKERS (CROSSMAN J, BALDRIDGE B) Regarding re-employment
of a retirant as a police officer, firefighter, or emergency medical worker during a state of emergency, to
allow a deferred retirement option plan participant to work past the participant’s employment end date
during a state of emergency, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 5/5/2020 - Referred to Committee House Financial Institutions
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-594

HB631

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCES (ROGERS J, HAMBLEY S) To authorize municipal
corporations to establish regional economic development alliances for the sharing of services or resources
among alliance members.
Current Status: 5/19/2020 - Referred to Committee House Economic and Workforce Development
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-631

HB670

REAPPROPRIATE CAPITAL FUNDS (MERRIN D) To make capital reappropriations for certain agencies for
the biennium ending June 30, 2022, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 6/3/2020 - House Finance, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-670

SB8

TAX CREDITS-OHIO OPPORTUNITY ZONE (SCHURING K) To authorize tax credits for investments in an
Ohio Opportunity Zone.
Current Status: 5/8/2019 - House Economic and Workforce Development, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-8

SB39

MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS-TAX CREDIT (SCHURING K) To authorize an insurance premiums
tax credit for capital contributions to transformational mixed use development projects.
Current Status: 2/12/2020 - BILL AMENDED, House Economic and Workforce Development, (Seventh
Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-39

SB114

NOISE REGULATION-TOWNSHIPS (HOTTINGER J) To expand the authority of a township to regulate noise
within the unincorporated area of the township.
Current Status: 5/21/2019 - Senate Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans Affairs, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-114

SB206

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS-TAX CREDIT (SCHAFFER T) To require municipal corporations with more than
$100 million in annual income tax collections to provide a tax credit to nonresident taxpayers.
Current Status: 11/19/2019 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-206

SB212

AUTHORIZE TOWNSHIPS-EXEMPT PROPERTY TAX (SCHURING K) To authorize townships and municipal
corporations to designate areas within which new homes and improvements to existing homes are wholly
or partially exempted from property taxation.
Current Status: 5/19/2020 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-212
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Legislative Updates
SB222

PROHIBIT TAX-PLASTIC BAGS (RULLI M) To authorize the use of an auxiliary container for any purpose,
to prohibit the imposition of a tax or fee on those containers, and to apply existing anti-littering law to
those containers.
Current Status: 12/3/2019 - Senate Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans Affairs, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-222

SB305

TELEMEDICINE DURING EMERGENCY (CRAIG H) To require health plan issuers to cover telemedicine
services during a state of emergency and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 5/27/2020 - Senate Insurance and Financial Institutions, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-305

SB309

SWIMMING CLASSES (GAVARONE T) To allow certified swimming classes to take place at a private
residential swimming pool without requiring the pool’s operator to obtain a public swimming pool license
and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 6/3/2020 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-309

SB310

FEDERAL COVID FUNDING (DOLAN M) To provide for the distribution of some federal coronavirus relief
funding to local subdivisions, to make an appropriation, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 6/4/2020 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 87-8, Emergency Clause 91-4
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-310
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Legislative Updates
Goal 2: Achieve an advanced, inclusive, and exceptional transportation system
that connects Central Ohio’s people and products to the world.
HB48

LOCAL GOVT ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND (GREENSPAN D) To provide for a new Local Government Road
Improvement Fund for local governments to fund road improvements.
Current Status: 2/12/2019 - Referred to Committee House Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-48

HB93

PUBLIC TRANSIT INVESTMENT (SKINDELL M, UPCHURCH T) To make appropriations related to public
transportation.
Current Status: 3/5/2019 - Referred to Committee House Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-93

HB97

MINORS-BIKE HELMETS (SKINDELL M) To require bicycle operators and passengers under 18 years of
age to wear protective helmets and to establish the Bicycle Safety Fund.
Current Status: 3/12/2019 - House Transportation and Public Safety, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-97

HB116

TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH (BRINKMAN T) To make an appropriation related to transportation planning
and research.
Current Status: 3/12/2019 - Referred to Committee House Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-116

HB202

ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE (SMITH K, WEINSTEIN C) To establish the Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure Study Committee.
Current Status: 10/1/2019 - House Transportation and Public Safety, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-202

HB295

ELECTRIC SCOOTERS (HOOPS J) To establish requirements governing low-speed electric scooters.
Current Status: 2/12/2020 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT, Senate Transportation,
Commerce and Workforce, (Sixth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-295

HB384

PERMITTING STOP SIGN REQUESTS (BOGGS K, LELAND D) To permit a local resident, neighborhood
association, or neighborhood organization to request the erection of a stop sign at an intersection and to
support a request for a lower prima-facie speed limit on certain streets and highways.
Current Status: 6/2/2020 - House Transportation and Public Safety, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-384

HB468

HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE WHILE DRIVING (LIGHTBODY M) To alter the law governing the use of
a handheld electronic wireless communications device while driving.
Current Status: 5/19/2020 - BILL AMENDED, House Transportation and Public Safety, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-468

HB476

EMINENT DOMAIN (MANNING D, HAMBLEY S) To amend the law regarding eminent domain and to declare
an emergency.
Current Status: 5/27/2020 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-476
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HB490

ELECTRIC/ HYBRID VEHICLE REGISTRATION FEES (GREENSPAN D, SHEEHY M) To provide for the proration
of the plug-in electric and hybrid motor vehicle registration fees.
Current Status: 2/11/2020 - Referred to Committee House Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-490

HB501

ANIMAL-DRAWN VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS (WIGGAM S, KICK D) To clarify the law governing slow-moving
vehicles and to revise the lighting and reflective material requirements applicable to animal-drawn vehicles.
Current Status: 6/2/2020 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Transportation and Public Safety, (Second
Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-501

HB546

REGISTRATION FEES - ELECTRIC VEHICLES (MILLER J, WEINSTEIN C) To alter the definitions of “plug-in
electric motor vehicle” and “hybrid motor vehicle” under the motor vehicle law and to halve the additional
registration fees for those two types of motor vehicles.
Current Status: 6/2/2020 - House Transportation and Public Safety, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-546

SB73

PEDESTRIANS IN CROSSWALKS (BRENNER A) To alter the law governing yielding to pedestrians in
crosswalks.
Current Status: 5/12/2020 - Referred to Committee House Transportation and Public Safety
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-73

SB85

SCHOOL ZONE SPEED LIMITS (MAHARATH T) To establish signage requirements for indicating school
zones for speed limit purposes, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 9/17/2019 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-85

SB132

GAS TAX-LOCAL GOVERNMENT ALLOCATION (WILLIAMS S) To modify the amount of revenue derived from
any increase in the motor fuel tax rate that is allocated to local governments and to change the manner in
which that revenue is divided between municipal corporations, counties, and townships.
Current Status: 5/1/2019 - Referred to Committee Senate Transportation, Commerce and Workforce
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-132

SB161

PEER-TO-PEER CAR SHARING (HOTTINGER J, DOLAN M) To specify requirements related to peer-to-peer
car sharing in Ohio.
Current Status: 6/13/2019 - Senate Transportation, Commerce and Workforce, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-161

SB204

AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (SCHURING K, SYKES V) To authorize the creation of an airport
development district for the purpose of funding public infrastructure improvements and attracting airlines
and additional flights to a qualifying airport.
Current Status: 6/3/2020 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-204

SB257

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING STATIONS (O’BRIEN S, RULLI M) To authorize tax incentives for the purchase
of plug-in electric motor vehicles and charging stations.
Current Status: 2/11/2020 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-257

11

Legislative Updates
SB279

PROHIBIT PHONES WHILE DRIVING (MAHARATH T) To generally prohibit the use of electronic wireless
devices while driving.
Current Status: 3/4/2020 - Referred to Committee Senate Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans
Affairs
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-279

SB285

DISTRACTED DRIVING (O’BRIEN S, KUNZE S) To revise the laws relative to distracted driving and the use
of an electronic wireless communications device while driving.
Current Status: 5/27/2020 - Senate Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans Affairs, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-285

SB291

ELECTRIC VEHICLE FEES (LEHNER P, HOTTINGER J) To provide for the proration of the plug-in electric
and hybrid motor vehicle registration fees.
Current Status: 5/6/2020 - Referred to Committee Senate Transportation, Commerce and Workforce
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-291

12

Legislative Updates
Goal 3: Pursue sustainability solutions that protect and conserve our natural resources and promote a
diverse supply of clean, affordable, and reliable sources of energy for our growing region.
HB7

H2OHIO PROGRAM (GHANBARI H, PATTERSON J) To create the H2Ohio Trust Fund for the protection and
preservation of Ohio’s water quality, to create the H2Ohio Advisory Council to disburse money from the Fund
for water quality programs, and to create the H2Ohio Endowment Board to make recommendations to the
Treasurer of State regarding the issuance of securities to pay for costs related to the purposes of the Fund.
Current Status: 10/22/2019 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-7

HB20

SOLAR PANEL LIMITATIONS (BLESSING III L) To prohibit condominium, homeowners, and neighborhood
associations from imposing unreasonable limitations on the installation of solar collector systems on the
roof or exterior walls of improvements.
Current Status: 6/26/2019 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-20

HB104

NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT (STEIN D) To enact the Advanced Nuclear Technology Helping Energize Mankind
(ANTHEM) Act by establishing the Ohio Nuclear Development Authority and the Ohio Nuclear Development
Consortium and authorizing tax credits for investments therein.
Current Status: 5/27/2020 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Energy and Natural Resources, (Sixth
Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-104

HB246

PUCO/OCC REFORM (VITALE N) To reform and modernize the Public Utilities Commission and the
Consumers’ Counsel.
Current Status: 5/28/2020 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Public Utilities, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-246

HB247

RETAIL ELECTRIC SERVICE LAW (STEIN D) Regarding the competitive retail electric service law.
Current Status: 10/23/2019 - House Public Utilities, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-247

HB260

CLEAN ENERGY JOBS (DENSON S, WEINSTEIN C) To maintain operations of certified clean air resources,
establish the Ohio generation and jobs incentive program and the energy performance and waste reduction
program, and make changes regarding wind turbine siting.
Current Status: 5/28/2019 - Referred to Committee House Energy and Natural Resources
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-260

HB264

WATER DEVELOPMENT-LOAN REFINANCING (WILKIN S, O’BRIEN M) To allow the Ohio Water Development
Authority to provide for the refinancing of loans for certain public water and waste water infrastructure
projects.
Current Status: 5/13/2020 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-264

HB343

EMERGENCY WATER AND SEWER (PATTERSON J) To make an appropriation related to emergency water
and sewer system funding.
Current Status: 2/26/2020 - BILL AMENDED, House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-343
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HB401

TOWNSHIP REFERENDUM - WIND FARMS (REINEKE W) To require inclusion of safety specifications in
wind farm certificate applications, to modify wind turbine setbacks, and to permit a township referendum
vote on certain wind farm certificates.
Current Status: 12/3/2019 - House Energy and Natural Resources, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-401

HB522

WASTE DISPOSAL - CONSERVANCY DISTRICTS (SOBECKI L, SWEARINGEN D) To authorize conservancy
districts to provide for the collection and disposal of solid waste.
Current Status: 3/10/2020 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-522

SB2

STATEWIDE WATERSHED PLANNING (PETERSON B, DOLAN M) To create a statewide watershed planning
structure for watershed programs to be implemented by local soil and water conservation districts.
Current Status: 2/19/2020 - BILL AMENDED, House Energy and Natural Resources, (Fifth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-2

SB234

WIND FARMS (MCCOLLEY R) To require inclusion of safety specifications in wind farm certificate applications,
to modify wind turbine setbacks, and to permit a township referendum vote on certain wind farm certificates.
Current Status: 2/11/2020 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-234

SJR1

CLEAN WATER IMPROVEMENTS (GAVARONE T, O’BRIEN S) Proposing to enact Section 2t of Article VIII
of the Constitution of the State of Ohio to permit the issuance of general obligation bonds to fund clean
water improvements.
Current Status: 10/1/2019 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SJR-1
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Legislative Updates
Goal 4: Promote effective data policies and the equitable deployment of digital
infrastructure that benefit Central Ohio communities.
HB13

RESIDENTIAL BROADBAND (CARFAGNA R, O’BRIEN M) To establish the residential broadband expansion
program and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 6/2/2020 - BILL AMENDED, House Finance, (Sixth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-13

HB46

STATE GOVT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (GREENSPAN D) To require the Treasurer of State to establish the
Ohio State Government Expenditure Database.
Current Status: 1/22/2020 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate General Government and Agency
Review, (Seventh Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-46

For more information please contact:
Joseph Garrity | Director of Government Affairs + Strategic Initiatives | jgarrity@morpc.org | 614.233.4127
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