
 

 
 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 
SUSTAINING SCIOTO BOARD 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

REMOTE MEETING 
 

December 9, 2020, 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
 

AGENDA 
 

2:00pm Welcome 
Kristen Atha, Chair 

  
2:05 – 2:15 pm 2020 Year in Review – 

Brandi Whetstone, MORPC 
  
2:15 - 2:30 pm 2021 Look Ahead –  

Brooke White, MORPC 
  
2:25 – 2:35 pm Agricultural and Rural Communities Outreach Team –  

Jessica d’Ambrosio, Ag&Rural Working Team Chair 
  
2:35 – 2:55 pm Board member updates 
  
2:55 – 3:00 pm Next Steps –  

Kristen Atha , Chair 
  
3:00 pm Adjourn 
  

 
 

 
 

Please notify Lynn Kaufman at 614-233-4189 or LKaufman@morpc.org to confirm your 
attendance for this meeting or if you require special assistance. 

 
The next Sustaining Scioto Board Meeting 

will be on February 24, 2020, 2:30 pm – Location to be determined 



SUSTAINING SCIOTO 
BOARD MEETING 

December 9, 2020



2020 Year in Review
Brandi Whetstone,

MORPC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brandi -

We’ll go over the 2020 year plan briefly now
In terms of what we planned
And what we carried out



SUSTAINING SCIOTO IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Informed 
Decision 
Making

Prepared & 
Connected 

Communities

Protected 
Resources

Resilient 
Infrastructure

Short Term (10 Years)
2015 – 2025

•Regional Collaborative Forum

•Public Education

• Improve Emergency 
Preparedness Capacities

•Enhance Operational 
Procedures (WQ Monitoring & 
Treatment SOPs)

•Resource Protection/Source 
Management

LAYERS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brandi – 

You may recognize this and the next couple slides from our first meeting in April as we look at what we planned to do. We’ll be revisiting them with the focus of what we accomplished.

We planned to target three strategic layers  (list them)
These were born out of the short term goals of the Sustaining Scioto project

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Old:

The recommendations outlined in this plan are informed by the findings of the Sustaining Scioto Adaptive Management Plan, which identified and quantified the impacts of future climate change. The initiatives build on a broad set of efforts undertaken by many municipalities and partners in the region. 

The Recommended Roadmap presents a timeline and designated lead agency for undertaking the Sustaining Scioto initiatives. The timeline has been broken down into the divisions: Immediate (within one year); within two years; and within five years. Many of the initiatives will be ongoing because, once started, they will need to continue or repeat indefinitely.





2020 PRIORITIES

Strategy 1 Establish Leadership structure & sustainable program funding

Strategy 2 

Informed Decision Making

Develop and implement a comprehensive Water Quality 
Monitoring ProgramStrategy 3 

Create and update climate data tools and projections to support 
planning and implementation initiatives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brandi -  
These were the strategies we planned to tackle under Layer 1
We have established our leadership structure with the Board
Sources of funding still need to be a focus as is evidenced by not receiving OWDA funding
Strategy 2 has ended up on the back burner due to focus on Strategy 3, however, we have had exploratory conversations
Strategy 3, we met our goal here which was to create a scope of work and identify partners and identify funding opportunities to implement

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Old:
Our 2020 priorities are aligned with the first layer and it’s strategies identified in the implementation plan.  The three strategies on this slide will help guide our work over the next couple of years.  

Strategy 1 – Includes the formation of this Board. 

Strateg	y 2 – expand on (this year we will create a scope of work and identify partners and funding opportunities to implement)

Strategy 3 – expand on (something we are teeing up with our guest speakers and will have more discussion at the next meeting)






Strategy 1 Establish Public Outreach Team

Strategy 2 

Prepared and Connected Communities

Develop a cooperative program with agricultural community to 
reduce runoff pollutant loadsStrategy 1 

Develop Outreach Framework

Protected Resources

2020 PRIORITIES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brandi –

We had planned to establish two different working teams to move forward efforts related to communications and protecting resources by engaging with the agricultural community
We have not yet established the Public Outreach Team or the associated framework
We have established the Ag and Rural Communities outreach team and they have met for the first time to consider how to move forward with developing a cooperative program with the agricultural community.  We’ll hear more from Chair Jessica D’Ambrosio about this first meeting later today.









Speakers and Topics

Organization Topic

University of Heidelberg Water Quality Monitoring and Research

Ohio EPA Upper Scioto Water Quality Overview

Byrd Polar and Climate Research Center Climate, Agriculture, and Water Quality

US EPA Watershed Monitoring and Cooperative

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brandi –

We heard from a number of great speakers this year

The themes of the presentations mainly focused on water quality within Ohio and associated monitoring efforts along with Aaron Wilsons presentation that brought in the themes of climate change and agriculture

We’d like you to keep this in mind as we ask for input on topics and speakers for next year.




2021 Look Ahead
Brooke White,

MORPC



Water Quality Monitoring

• No OWDA funding
• Look for other opportunities
• Potential NSF grant funding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brooke – 

I am presenting our current ideas on how to move forward in this new year.  However, we are looking for your guidance, whether it is on the details of what we’re proposing or 

Our current plan is to continuing to move last year’s work forward. We made good strides, but still have lots of work we can do to carry the momentum or build it on these initiatives.

Water Quality monitoring:
No OWDA funding here
Continuing to pursue opportunities here
We would like to hear about any opportunities you know of.  As became clear from hearing from Chris Nietch, it can be helpful to consider not just how we can implement the work we know needs to be done to maintain our water quality and quantity in the region but also to consider what innovative questions and technologies we can bring to bear.  
Currently have one with Dr. Kauneckis that dovetails strongly with the work we proposed previously.
Watershed information inventory
Hack your watershed event for outreach
Watershed as information system workshop (information system and data needs)
Pilot project with private sector OEM



Regional Climate Data and Tools
• Exploring concepts:

• Data to support infrastructure planning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brooke – 

I am presenting our current ideas on how to move forward in this new year.  However, we are looking for your guidance, whether it is on the details of what we’re proposing or 

Our current plan is to continuing to move last year’s work forward. We made good strides, but still have lots of work we can do to carry the momentum or build it on these initiatives.

Water Quality monitoring:
No OWDA funding here
Continuing to pursue opportunities here
We would like to hear about any opportunities you know of.  As became clear from hearing from Chris Nietch, it can be helpful to consider not just how we can implement the work we know needs to be done to maintain our water quality and quantity in the region but also to consider what innovative questions and technologies we can bring to bear.  
Currently have one with Dr. Kauneckis that dovetails strongly with the work we proposed previously.
Watershed information inventory
Hack your watershed event for outreach
Watershed as information system workshop (information system and data needs)
Pilot project with private sector OEM



Subcommittees

• Agricultural and Rural Communities Outreach Team

• Communications Team

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brooke



Topics and Presenters

• Climate Data and Tools

• Climate Change Communication

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brooke



Agricultural and Rural Outreach 
Working Team
Jessica D’Ambrosio, Chair

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jessica D’Ambrosio – present updates on Ag&Rural Working Team – results of November meeting



• The Ag and Rural Communities Outreach Team’s maiden meeting was successfully held on Nov. 19th.

• Short Term Planning Activities:

• Modelling/Monitoring - Developing a baseline of information from in the watershed through continuous and discreet 
sampling activities. 

• Outreach – Information gathering focused on outreach activities in the watershed, the partners involved, any gaps 
identified and the development of new outreach programs.

• Social Science Study – Overview of farmers in the watershed, characteristics including their motivations in the watershed.

Agricultural& Rural Communities Outreach Team

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jessica – 
The Working Team held its kickoff meting on Nov. 19. 

The working team is committed to supporting the needs of the Board which includes the desire to understand the state of the watershed, working at watershed scale to connect communities -  rural to urban and among sectors - agriculture to utilities.  The intent of this to embark on outreach that supports the a) goals of pollution reduction in the watershed, b) address climate change as it impacts and is impacted by these communities. 

To this end, the Working Team brainstormed around objectives/activities that will guide its work in the short term: 

Modelling/Monitoring
Outreach
Social Science Study

The next meeting will be held on Jan 21st, 2021.




Kristen Atha
Chair
Sustaining Scioto Board
Kristen.Atha@aecom.com

Glenn Marzluf
Vice-Chair
Sustaining Scioto Board
gmarzluf@delcowater.com

Edwina Teye
Associate Planner
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
eteye@morpc.org
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 

Brooke White
Sr. Air Quality Specialist
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
bwhite@morpc.org
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 
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