Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Remote Meeting

Regional Sustainability Agenda Subcommittee
Meeting Notes

February 26, 2021, 9:00 am

Members Present

James Mako, Fairfield County Regional Basar Ozbilen, OSU Knowlton
Planning Commission Nick Plouck, City of Dublin

Jennie McAdams, Franklin County Public Vice-Chair Alex Slaymaker, Columbus
Health Partnership

Chair Justin Milam, City of Upper Arlington Dan Sowry, Ohio EPA

Kyle O’Keefe, SWACO Eric Walli, Honda North America, Inc.

Public Present
Katie Phillips, OSU CURA Adam Porr, OSU CURA

MORPC Staff Present
Lynn Kaufman Liz Whelan Brandi Whetstone

Meeting Called to Order at 9:01 am

Regional Sustainability Agenda Framework Updates / Review Objectives and Metrics —
Brandi Whetstone & Liz Whelan-Jackson

Selection criteria used in 2020 to evaluate data for the Regional Sustainability Dashboard:

Relevant................. Clearly connected to relevant emerging issues, programs, or policies

Meaningful .............. Meaningfully describes the objective being measured

Intelligible Simple enough for the intended audience to quickly and easily understand what's being
measured

Consistent............... Based on data that are consistently available over time, and across places in the region

Comparable ............Possible to measure in other regions or times to allow for comparison and benchmarking

Timely ..ccccoevveeeee. Based on data that are collected and/or reported frequently, relative to the objective timeline

Statistically Sound...Shows actual change and does not incorrectly measure ‘error’ as change; Measured using
sound methodology
Sensitive ................. Sensitive and specific enough to detect changes within the desired timeframe

Goal 1: Improve air quality and reduce climate change impacts to protect public health and the
environment.

Objective 2
1. Reduce per capita vehicle miles traveled.
2. Increase alternative fuel vehicles and infrastructure.

Data challenge:

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Statistically Comparable Consistent Timely

Sound
Data process for
Percentage / number of Pussilbledei_lur Somewhat — may mn-eletl;*l:u'a.?l'vs
. . nvoived In may lead o
Yos % Versus numba Yes Y be limited to Oh Yos
reg|st9r?d vehicles that use 05 Versus numbar C 0s coding vehichs °® Ir:«‘:umi:s io et o
alternative fuels types as ARV consistency
challenges
Unclearn whgtier
Percentage / number of methodalogy is
. . o Yes % versus number Yo Yes Yes H & Presumably, yes Yes
registered electric vehicles ’ replicable in other

places

Number of charging stations Yos Yos Yas Yos Yos Yas Yas Yos
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Vehicle registration would require ongoing maintenance of which vehicles use alternative
fuels. No source currently provides that data. A potential alternative would be the
percentage of alternative fuels consumed for transportation out of total transportation fuel
consumption, which is available from the U.S. Energy Information Administration

Objective 7
Objectives

4. Increase local renewable energy generating capacity. (modified)
5. Reduce per capita energy consumption across all sectors.

6. Reduce regional greenhouse gas emissions.

7. Reduce local disparities in air quality. (moved up from Goal 3 to position with the air quality work)

Data Challenge:

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Sta;::t;n‘;:"y Comparable Consistent Timely

Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown

The challenge to this metric is a situation of What We Think vs What We Know:
o We know there are place-based health disparities in Central Ohio.
e We know some of the health disparities can likely be attributed to environmental factors.

e We think there could be local disparities in air quality that may be contributing to these
health disparities.

Staff is working to understand these disparities, but does not currently have the data to
demonstrate that the disparities exist. MORPC’s Air Quality Specialist is working with
Franklin County Public Health to locate air quality monitors in neighborhoods to gather some
of this data. The intent is for the monitors to be operational by the end of 2021.

GOAL 2: Protect and preserve natural resources to promote a healthy and resilient region.

Objective 3
Objectives

1. Reduce the amount of municipal solid waste per capita disposed in the landfill through waste prevention and diversion.
2. Reduce per capita water consumption.
3. Improve water quality in central Ohio watersheds.

Data Challenge:

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Stag:lt::lly Comparable Consistent Timely
Low specificity
makes this

No - EPA
Attainment to EPA water objective Attainment .
: difficul to act Yes Yes No Yes Yas standards can oo
quality standards upon and e attainmen:
MasUne infraquenthy

progress

Staff has encountered low specificity and infrequent reporting from the EPA. Staff will
engage with the Sustaining Scioto Board to identify specific objectives that can be more
clearly measured.
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Objective 4 now calls out the importance of ecosystem services in preserving natural areas.

Objectives

4. Increase the amount of land devoted to natural areas to support ecosystem services. (modification based on input)

Data Challenge:

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Statistically Comparable Consistent  Timely

Sound
Native landscape acres Dows have &
tect subset of data
pro od and restored Yes subslantial Yes Yes Yas Yes Uneertain Uneertain
through federal, state, anough to reflect
and local funding programs progress?

There are several potential data sources that could be aggregated: Clean Ohio Fund
Projects, Appalachia Ohio Alliance, Tecumseh Land Trust, and the Farm Bill conservation
title program investments. Staff is working with the OSU Sustainability Institute to define this

objective.

Objective 5

Objectives

5. Protect prime farmland to promote resilient food and farming systems.

Data Challenge:

- At ... Statisticall ; -
Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Sound Y Comparable Consistent Timely
Prime farmland MORPC land use
(espacially standardization
Acres of developable prime developable) s and updales are
P P Maybe loo-broad a Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes compleled only
farmland delimiion — it may once every 4
not capture the years (next update
objective in 2022)

Staff is reviewing the USDA'’s definition of prime farmland and their data for this objective.

GOAL 3: Improve quality of life for all residents by creating sustainable and equitable
communities.

1. Improve transportation safety for all residents.

2. Prioritize infrastructure development which supports multi-modal transportation options for all users.

3. Increase access to greenspace and regional trails.

8. Reduce environmental hazards that pose risks to public health and safety.

Goal 3 has been reorganized. Former Objectives 4 (affordable housing/transit) and 5
(infill/redevelopment) moved to Goal 4; former Objective 7 (air quality disparities) moved to Goal
1 and was revised. Former Objective 8 is now Objective 5 under Goal 3
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Objective 5 Reduce environmental hazards that pose risks to public health and safety)
Data Challenge:

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Stast:sl::::lly Comparable Consistent Timely

Environmental Response
and Revitalization Sites

Brownfield Properties

Lead Pipes

Nuisance Reports
(environmental hazard-
related)

This objective includes numerous potential data sources — this may indicate that the
objective needs to be broken into specific, actionable, and measurable elements

GOAL 4: Promote a robust, inclusive and sustainable economy

Objectives

1. Increase the number of businesses with established sustalnablllty policies and practices.

g h g g ces—Clean energy procurement is a strategy
under the renewable energy objectlve and purchasmg materlals with recycled content moved to waste reduction strategles.

2. Maximize infill and redevelopment along existing infrastructure. Moved from Goal 3

3. Increase availability of affordable housing options near transit or job centers. Moved from Goal 3

4. Propose adding- Increase the number of commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) projects, and/or
Increase the number of green jobs (or jobs in the energy and environmental sector).

Objective 2 was related to clean energy procurement, so it will be moved to the Energy-Related
Goal. Obijective 4 is a suggestion from a Subcommittee Member.

Objective 1

Objectives

1. Increase the number of businesses with established sustainability policies and practices.
Data Challenge:

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Sta;::::::lly Comparable Consistent Timely

Number of Greenspot e ocko
s (3 USINES505 (] (3 s’ (5
EX i by that h{ Yes h( No Yes" Al
businesses reflect the criteria
Number of SmartColumbus e ocko
A | - P s businesses thal Yes Yes b Mo Yes® Yeos
cceleration Partners reflect the critena

Staff is searching for additional data sources.

Objective 2

2. Maximize infill and redevelopment along existing infrastructure. Moved from Goal 3

Data Challenge:

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Stast:::::lly Comparable Consistent Timely

= Updated only
P of d log it once every 4

v s Yes Yes fes Yes es fes
within incorporated areas years (next
update in 2022)
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This metric was evaluated in great detail when developing the Regional Sustainability
Dashboard, and MORPC is set to complete a robust comprehensive land-use update once
every four years as part of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

Objective 3

Objectives

3. Increase availability of affordable housing options near transit or job centers. Moved from Goal 3

Data Challenge:

Statistically

Relevant Meaningful Intelligible Sensitive Sound

Comparable Consistent Timely

Does not account

Change in number of place- for ‘market
i affardability” —
has'e(_’ units and VOI.I(.;hﬂr Yos “Maturally Yoz Yos. Yos Yos Yoz Yos
recipients near transit stops Oceuming
or job centers Affordable

Housing”™ (NOAH)

The number of Section 8 housing units is an available metric.

Objective 4

Objectives

4. Propose adding- Increase the number of commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) projects, and/or
Increase the number of green jobs (or jobs in the energy and environmental sector).

Data Challenge:

Staff is currently researching data that will be useable over time.

PACE can be used as an economic development strategy, and the Columbus-Franklin
County Finance Authority would like to see MORPC and members use this program as a
data source and a tool.

Next Steps

o Staff will seek input from key stakeholder groups via an informational presentation in the
near future.

Dr. Reece continues his work to develop the Equity Resource Document

The March 30 Subcommittee Meeting will be the final meeting.

The Regional Sustainability Agenda will be presented to the Sustainability Advisory
Committee for approval on April 17, and presented to the Commission for adoption in either
May or June, 2021.

Adjourned at 10:33 am



