
Energy and Air Quality Working Group Meeting 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Tuesday, May 25th, 2021 

2:00pm 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Introductions, Dale Arnold, Vice Chair (2:00 pm)

2. Featured Presentation: Mat Roberts and Luke Sulfridge, SOPEC (2:05pm)

3. Policy Update, Joe Garrity, MORPC (2:35 pm)

4. Ohio EPA Update, Erica Fetty-Davis, Ohio EPA (2:45pm)

5. MORPC staff updates, MORPC staff (2:50pm)

a. Regional Sustainability Agenda
b. Air Quality Program

6. Subcommittees (3:05pm)

a. Solar Subcommittee

7. Adjourn (3:30pm) 

Please Notify Brooke White 520-331-4359 or bwhite@morpc.org to confirm your attendance. 

The next Energy and Air Quality Meeting is 
July 27th, 2021 2:00pm 

https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/ETb5TlgmPe1Ih8RfYgVBeb0B4Id2v48TCuAdw4IHv_Q5KQ?e=igQqbv
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EU9E1Oo3HUtPuRigqhW_UY4BC_jwJG0FjiXv27EvD1dAEA?e=hI43Rl
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Featured Presentation

Luke Sulfridge, Executive Director
Mat Roberts, Director of Marketing

Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council



Electric Aggregation:
A Tool For Local Clean Energy 
Deployment and Sustainability Planning 

Mat Roberts,  Director of Marketing
Luke Sulfridge, Executive Director

Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council  | sopec-oh.gov | 740-597-7955

Prepared for MORPC - Energy and Air 
Quality Working Group - May 25, 2021



What is electric aggregation?
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Council of Governments
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SOPEC is a non-profit Council of Governments
• Governed by communities we serve.
• Public benefit, not profit, is the motive.
• Communities are active in pricing decisions and programs.

As a public entity, SOPEC is
• Governed by General Assembly and Board of Directors.
• Audited regularly by the state of Ohio.
• Open to the public for meetings.

And acts as a regional energy manager for sharing resources
• With communities as active partners between contracts.
• Allowing community grants to be part of the program design.
• With energy expertise and energy attorneys available to members.



Bringing Green CCA to your community
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• Voters approve CCA legislation and council 
approves program. Deadline to place an opt-out 
CCA measure on fall ballot is August 4, 2021.

• Switch from existing broker or demand they 
offer default green supply option.

• Reactivate dormant program.



With SOPEC aggregation in place:
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• We can represent public entities, 
political subdivisions, non-profit 
organizations, and houses of worship 
to provide an opt-in supply rate as 
part of our Public Pricing Program 
(P3) – achieving rates 15-20% lower 
than the opt-out aggregation rate.

• Invest public dollars to obtain federal 
or state grant dollars – For over 4 
years SOPEC has been the recipient of 
the USDA REDA grant that provides 
free solar assessments and technical 
assistance to rural small businesses 
and agricultural producers.



We create sustainable-first design
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• By ensuring dollars spent on electricity in our 
member communities is held with SOPEC to 
support the common good and re-distributed 
through the SOPEC Community Grant 
Program, emerging concepts such as a shared 
revolving loan fund for clean energy projects , 
and broad regional priorities, including, but not 
limited to, local power generation planning
and electrified transportation deployments.

• Create unique electric aggregation program 
designs that include small premiums to help 
communities reach their sustainability and 
revitalization goals, such as the Athens Carbon 
Fee that feeds the Athens Public Solar Fund.

4 SOPEC member communities- Amesville, 
Athens, Athens County, and Trimble - were 
designated as EPA Green Power Communities 
for green power usage in the 2019/2020 supply 
year (starting in June). 14, including the original 
4, will submit agreements for designation for the 
2020/2021 supply year. SOPEC will continue to 
work to ensure all communities with a 100% 
green power default supply product receive this 
designation for each reporting year.



Recent examples of Community Grants
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• ~$1,000 for an LED lighting upgrade 
project within the Village of Racine

• ~$5,000 for an LED lighting upgrade 
project within the City of Belpre

• ~$6,000 for Logan Police Department 
Tesla charging station and installation

• ~$25,000 for a solar system at a new 
Athens County EMS station

• ~$35,000 for an AEP Ohio microgrid 
demonstration project at the Athens 
Water Treatment Plant

• ~$40,000 for an all-electric transit 
shuttle bus as part of a larger DOE grant 
focused on rural mobility solutionsAthens County EMS Station
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What is the 
Athens Carbon 
Fee?

• On May 8, 2018, 76% voters (1,458 in favor) in the City of Athens approved 
the opt-out carbon fee to be charged on electric utility usage within the 
City of Athens. This affects eligible residential and small business meters 
enrolled in the SOPEC Electric Aggregation Program.

• The fee was proposed as a local mechanism to account for some of the 
social costs of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions that result from fossil fuel 
power plants supplying electricity to the utility grid. 

• The approved ballot measure restricts all revenues collected from the fee 
to be used for future development of solar PV systems for publicly-owned 
facilities within the City of Athens — the Athens Public Solar Fund.

CO2
CO2

CO2

CO2

CO2
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Why target carbon? 

By 2025, this figure will be $46 every ton. 
(in 2007 dollars per metric ton CO2)
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How much is the fee?

0.2 cents per kilowatt-hour (kWh) 
Added to the generation rate for City of Athens customers

5.840 cents/kWh
City of Athens – SOPEC Electric Aggregation Program Rate

*Generation Only* from June 2021-2023
12-13 cents/kWh – TOTAL ELECTRIC CHARGE

=
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Creating the 
incentive to 
conserve…

*For electric-based water 
heater and HVAC users.

There is no carbon fee 
associated with the City of 
Athens natural gas 
aggregation program.

*
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Why 
solar? 

13

• Save taxpayer money
• Feel proud knowing you 
will support new solar
• Choice doesn’t go away
• Concrete plan to meet
City’s sustainability goals
• Helps reduce overall 

carbon footprint 
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$2 for every 1,000 kWh (so far)

City of Athens – Electric Aggregation Program 

Estimated 
to generate 
$100-140k 
each year

Solar-RECs from 
community solar 

are purchased 
for aggregation 

program
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Contact
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Mat Roberts – mroberts@sopec-oh.gov
740-707-0131

Luke Sulfridge – lsulfridge@sopec-oh.gov
740-336-4045

mailto:mroberts@sopec-oh.gov
mailto:lsulfridge@sopec-oh.gov


Policy Update

Joe Garrity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Joe has indicated he will be in attendance



Ohio EPA Update

Erica Fetty-Davis

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Erica will not be able to attend

Her update is as follows:

Ozone season started March 1st. There have been no exceedances of the 70ppb NAAQS for the season.  The Columbus area is in attainment for both ozone and PM2.5. More information on air monitoring and “real-time” air quality reports can be found on our website (https://www.epa.ohio.gov/dapc/airohio/index).  




MORPC Staff Updates

Regional Sustainability Agenda
Brandi Whetstone

Air Quality Program
Brooke White



REGIONAL 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENDA
Brandi Whetstone, Sustainability Officer
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 



AGENDA

• About the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
• Regional Sustainability Agenda (RSA) Background
• Sustainable2050
• Process for developing the RSA
• RSA goals and objectives
• Questions



REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA (RSA)





RSA SUB-COMMITTEE 

Chair: Justin Milam, City of Upper Arlington
Vice-Chair: Alex Slaymaker, Smart Columbus

Membership: 
• Emerald Hernandez, City of Columbus Department of 

Neighborhoods
• Kyle O’Keefe, SWACO
• Nick Plouck, City of Dublin
• James Mako, Fairfield Regional Planning 

Commission 
• Jennie McAdams, Franklin County Public Health
• Basar Ozbilen, Ohio State University 
• Dan Sowry, Ohio EPA
• Eric Walli, Honda North America



PROCESS

Vision and principles

Sustainable2050 member survey & interviews

Workshop focused on equity considerations 

Propose and vet goals, objectives, strategies

Regional stakeholder survey 

Regional stakeholder presentation  

Sub-committee, Sustainability Advisory Committee, 
and Board approval    



PUBLIC INPUT 

Survey 
• 80-90% agreed that the goals and the 

objectives would benefit all communities
• 52% provide services or programming for 

low-income or minority populations. 
• Several comments about equity and 

inclusion.

Virtual Lunch and Learn 
• Over 80 in attendance 
• Diverse partners 



EQUITY RESOURCE DOCUMENT COMPONENTS



Goal 1: Improve air quality and reduce climate change impacts to 
protect public health and the environment. 
1.1 Reduce per capita vehicle miles traveled. 

1.2 Increase alternative fuel vehicles and infrastructure. 

1.3 Reduce per capita energy consumption across all sectors.

1.4 increase local renewable energy generating capacity. 

1.5 Reduce regional greenhouse gas emissions. 

1.6 Increase the number of days with good air quality. 

REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA - GOAL 1



Goal 2: Protect and preserve natural resources to support a healthy 
and resilient region. 
2.1 Reduce the amount of municipal solid waste per capita disposed in the landfill.

2.2 Reduce per capita water consumption.

2.3 Improve water quality in central Ohio watersheds. 

2.4 Increase the amount of land devoted to natural areas and ecosystem services. 

2.5 Reduce the conversion rate of farmland. 

REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA - GOAL 2



Goal 3: Improve quality of life for all residents by creating sustainable 
and equitable communities.
3.1 Improve transportation and mobility safety for all residents.

3.2 Prioritize infrastructure development which supports multi-modal transportation 
options for all users. 
3.3 Increase access to parks and regional trails. 

3.4 Reduce household energy cost burden. 

3.5 Reduce the rate of elevated blood lead levels among children. 

REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA - GOAL 3



Goal 4: Promote robust, inclusive, and sustainable growth and 
development.
4.1 Increase the number of businesses with established sustainability policies and 
practices.
4.2 Maximize infill and redevelopment along existing infrastructure.

4.3 Increase availability of affordable housing options near transit or job centers. 

4.4 Increase employment in green jobs.

REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA - GOAL 4



REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY DASHBOARD (RSD)

Official tool to track progress for the 
Regional Sustainability Agenda

rsd.morpc.org



NEXT STEPS

• Design/format for website
• Analyze data and propose targets 
• Create new Sustainable2050 certification workbook
• Update Regional Sustainability Dashboard to track progress



Brandi Whetstone
Sustainability Officer
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
bwhetstone@morpc.org

Questions? 



Air Quality Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will be kicking off marketing in June.

We have worked with Ohio EPA on collocation, site is prepared




Air Quality Program

43203 (Near East/King Lincoln)
43211 (South Linden)
43222 (Franklinton)
43227 (Whitehall)

43232 (Blacklick)
43204 (Hilltop)
43123 (Grove City)
43214 (Clintonville)
43212 (Grandview Heights)
43207 (Far South)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We finished our first round of community outreach (Right) and will move forward with host volunteers we have but are still looking for opportunities in the listed zip codes




Solar Subcommittee

SolSmart Designation

Craig Foster
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