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March 12, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago- Columbus- Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the CincinnatiDayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is the regional council coordinating the
transportation planning process for the local governments and regional organizations in Central
Ohio (the Columbus Region). During our regular updates of the Metropolitan Transportation
Plan, we receive tremendous feedback from regional citizens, corporate stakeholders, and local
governments requesting passenger rail service for the people of this region.
As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering service expansions including a CincinnatiDayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is encouraging for our stakeholders in the region and
beyond. The inclusion of the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route in the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the re-establishment of passenger rail
service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh route we have undertaken with local public and private sector
stakeholders. We have been working with these stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To
date, they have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the
Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. Attached are two
informational folios summarizing the completed analysis. The study has found that over 1 million
new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the
year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.

We are pleased to join other Ohio regions in support of the Cincinnati-Dayton-ColumbusCleveland corridor service proposal. Furthermore, we request the addition of the ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. With this, we pledge support for
Amtrak’s planning and implementation of these corridors to our Congressional Delegation and
the new Administration. We stand ready to partner with Amtrak to bring more connectivity for the
people of Central Ohio via rail. We look forward to continuing discussions with the Amtrak team
as you seek resources for Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

Kind regards,

Karen J. Angelou
Commission Chair

William Murdock, AICP
Executive Director

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, Ph.D. ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director
Attachments: Existing Conditions & Market Analysis Folio
Route Alternatives Analysis Folio

RAPID SPEED
TRANSPORTATION
INITIATIVE
EXISTING CONDITIONS
& MARKET ANALYSIS

WHAT IS THE RAPID SPEED TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVE?

Through the Rapid Speed Transportation Initiative (RSTI), the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC)
and its partners are pursuing more transportation options and better, faster connections between Columbus and the
cities of Chicago and Pittsburgh.

TWO STUDIES WERE COMPLETED IN 2019 AS PART OF THE RSTI:
•

Midwest Connect Hyperloop Feasibility Study

•

Environmental study that included the first components of a Tier I environmental impact statement (EIS):
An existing conditions analysis to examine if there is a need for passenger rail service along the proposed route,
and a route alternatives analysis along the existing rail corridors to establish baseline information for a future,
complete Tier I EIS.

The main takeaway from these completed studies is that communities along this
route have the population, market and need for more mass transportation options,
including passenger rail service, connecting the corridor communities to the U.S.
passenger rail network.

WHAT IS THE PROPOSED PASSENGER RAIL ROUTE?

The proposed route connects Chicago and Columbus with stations in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and the cities of Lima,
Kenton, Marysville and Dublin in Ohio. The route then connects Columbus to Pittsburgh via the Panhandle rail line
partially owned by the State of Ohio.

BACKGROUND – WHY THIS ROUTE?

MORPC began working on a Columbus to Chicago passenger rail project in 2013, when a feasibility study was
completed in collaboration with the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Passenger rail service along this corridor has been supported for decades in state and federal long-range planning
studies. The RSTI incorporates the results of the 2016 Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Corridor Project study, which
includes a route between Tolleston, Indiana, and Lima, Ohio, as well as the “South of Lake” study that includes a route
between Chicago and Tolleston.

IS THERE A MARKET FOR PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE?

The Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor has remained in multi-state planning studies because it has
an adequate population and strong employment numbers (i.e., “users” of the proposed service).
Part of the federal approvals for a new passenger rail route include showing that the communities being serviced by
the route have a market for it. This is measured by the number of people and jobs currently along the route and their
expected growth.

BY THE YEAR 2040:
•

Nearly 3 million more people expected to live along the serviced route by the year 2040.

•

Over 1 million new jobs expected by the year 2040.

Given the growth expected in the ridership market, the RSTI environmental study found that passenger rail service and
other mass transit modes (such as hyperloop) will have “users,” because there will be an increase in travel demand
between the cities across the corridor.

ACCESSIBILITY & AFFORDABILITY

Serving the most people possible is a goal of publicly-funded transportation projects, and affordable transportation
options such as passenger rail would be financially accessible to lower income families. In addition, passenger rail
service would benefit people unable to drive or fly, such as some seniors and people with disabilities.

STUDY FINDINGS:
•

While median household income is higher than national average in certain communities, it is below the national
average of $55,322 for the route as a whole.

•

The number of older adults will be greater by 2040.

These findings support the need of passenger rail service or other mass low-cost/affordable fares.

EQUITABLE COMMUNITIES,
MORE TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS
Today, the preferred way to travel between Columbus and Pittsburgh is by
individual auto travel, whereas air travel predominates between Chicago
and Columbus as well as Chicago and Pittsburgh. While this is adequate
for people that are able to drive their own vehicles, it poses a limitation
to people who are unable to drive due to health conditions and to those
who do not own a vehicle or cannot afford the cost of driving (such as low
income families and students).
There are also issues with having air travel be the predominant mode,
including cost (airfare is inaccessible to those unable to afford it). In addition,
air travel is a limitation for people not able to fly due to health conditions.
Lastly, air travel is not available to less than half of the communities that
would be served by a passenger rail route. Chicago has direct flights to
all corridor markets, but only Ft. Wayne, Columbus and Pittsburgh have
direct flights from/to Chicago. Since air travel can be cost-competitive with
single-occupant auto travel, both of these modes pose limitations to lowincome people.

SAFETY
Auto travel is the least safe mode of travel and has a higher incidence of
crashes than other modes. Other factors such as highway congestion,
weather delays, and air polluting emissions are also associated with auto
travel. Lastly, auto travel times between Columbus and Chicago can vary
by more than one hour depending on time of day. While there is Greyhound
bus service between the corridor communities, this study found that it is
not the preferred mode of travel. Direct bus service is time consuming
and departure times are limited. Passenger rail would provide a reliable,
predictable option for affordable travel that offers more frequent departure
times.

HOW WILL THIS WORK WITH EXISTING FREIGHT RAIL?

In 1979, this corridor had passenger rail service with a Columbus station that was demolished to construct the current
Columbus Convention Center. Until then, freight and passenger rail coexisted along the existing rail corridor.

Columbus Union Station

Greater Columbus Convention Center

While Columbus no longer has passenger rail service,
Pittsburgh and Chicago do through a northern rail route
via Cleveland. This study found that Columbus is the
second-largest metropolitan area in the United States
that does not have access to the U.S. passenger rail
network.

There are over 4,500
active rail line miles
owned by freight
railroad companies,
and 210 miles of active
rail owned or partially
owned by the State of
Ohio.

When this passenger rail project enters into the detailed
design phase, partnerships with the State of Ohio and
the companies owning the preferred rail corridor will be
crucial to creating a future corridor that has both freight
and passenger rail service.

Significant improvements to the existing rail corridors would be necessary to accommodate freight and passenger rail.
Most rail lines in the proposed corridor are single-track and currently have low average train travel speeds across most
of the corridor. Railroad owners such as CSX, Norfolk Southern and Wheeling & Lake Erie carry significant amounts
of freight in the existing rail lines, even though on average less than twenty trains per day travel across this corridor.

HOW WILL THIS PROJECT
IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT?

Since a combined passenger and freight rail corridor is
proposed within existing rail lines, this environmental
study did not consider the impacts that may occur
outside the existing corridor’s right-of-way.
However, a robust analysis was conducted for social
and environmental factors, including environmental
justice populations, noise and vibration, and habitat
considerations as required for federal environmental
project approvals.

NEXT STEPS
•

Engage with communities between Columbus and
Pittsburgh, with the goal to expand the partners in
Ohio

•

Secure funding for a Service Alternatives Report,
Infrastructure Investment Report, and additional
public involvement (as required by the Federal
Railroad Administration to approve and potentially
fund the implementation of this service route)

•

Continue to look for opportunities to leverage this
passenger rail project with other local, regional,
and state corridor projects, as appropriate

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215
614.228.2663
morpc.org

HOW WERE ROUTE AND STATION
ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED?
ROUTE EVALUATION CRITERIA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Track class/speed
Train volumes
Track capacity
Route circuity
Corridor communities and land use
Ownership
Number of at-grade crossings
Number of bridges, underpasses or tunnel structures
Right-of-way width
Signaling

STATION EVALUATION CRITERIA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Local preference
Former station location
Tangent track
Adjacent land use
Distance between stations
Population center and/or access to connecting infrastructure
Overall travel time

NEXT STEPS
More funding is needed to continue the environmental studies
required for federal approval. As the environmental studies unfold, a
preferred alignment and preferred station locations will be selected
and confirmed. The goal is to advance to the point of starting a
federal environmental approvals process, also known as the National
Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) approval process.

The next Tier I EIS study components for which funding
is needed include:
•

Service alternatives analysis to know the frequency and volume of
passenger rail trips this corridor’s market can sustain, as well as
what infrastructure improvements are needed

•

Cost estimate of capital, operating, and maintenance costs for the
preferred alternatives

In addition to seeking funding for the study
components above, the RSTI passenger rail project
partners are also:
•

Continuing stakeholder and public outreach with local officials,
state officials, host railroads, and the general public

•

Seeking new project partnerships, including with the private sector
and jurisdictions between Columbus and Pittsburgh

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215
614.228.2663
morpc.org

CHICAGOCOLUMBUSPITTSBURGH

PASSENGER RAIL:
ROUTE ALTERNATIVES
ANALYSIS

CHICAGO-COLUMBUSPITTSBURGH PASSENGER RAIL:
ROUTE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
Through the Rapid Speed Transportation Initiative (RSTI),
MORPC and the Ohio RSTI Corridor Partners are exploring ways
to provide new intercity transportation for Central Ohio. MORPC
has completed the initial components of an environmental study,
which include an existing market and transportation conditions
report and a route alternatives analysis report.
These reports will inform a Tier I environmental impact statement
(EIS). A Tier I EIS is a study required by the Federal Railroad
Administration in order to issue federal approval and/or federal
funding for re-establishing passenger rail service between Central
Ohio and the remainder of the U.S. passenger rail system.

OHIO RSTI CORRIDOR PARTNERS
Union County
City of Lima
City of Kenton
City of Marysville
City of Dublin
City of Columbus

WHAT IS A ROUTE AND STATION
ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS?
Central Ohio had passenger rail service to Chicago and Pittsburgh
until 1979, when service was terminated. The Chicago-ColumbusPittsburgh passenger rail route will re-establish passenger service
along existing rail lines, currently owned and operated by freight
railroad companies such as CSX and Norfolk Southern.
The current characteristics of each rail route option (also referred
to as route alternative) must be considered in order to understand
the magnitude of improvements that would be necessary
to accommodate the use of the corridor for both freight and
passenger rail. Therefore, each route alternative was broken into
several segments, and a criteria framework was used to evaluate
the route alternatives in a methodical, comprehensive way. The
final route will be the focus of intense investment, as it will require
significant improvements to enable better mobility for freight in
addition to re-establishing passenger rail service.

ROUTE EVALUATION RESULTS
The analysis narrowed the route and station alternatives to those shown here. While portions of the corridorone route option, four segments of
the corridor feature more than one route alternative.
More work is needed to determine
the preferred route within these four
segments, including engagement of
the communities east of Columbus.
This route alternatives analysis, does,
however, screen out unsuitable existing
rail corridors and provides the most
viable passenger route alternatives
between the three anchor cities.

STATION ALTERNATIVES
Potential rail stations are shown in
the maps in yellow stars. While some
communities such as Marysville
and Columbus have more than one
potential station location, this does not
mean that more than one station will
be constructed. These were locations
that local jurisdictions wanted to be
screened further as the passenger
rail corridor federal approval studies
continue to be developed.
Most former passenger rail
stations along the corridor have
been demolished. Lima is the only
community that has preserved its
historic station. In other communities,
station sites were identified through
work sessions held with community
officials along the route. Three potential
sites were identified in Columbus.
The downtown site at the Greater
Columbus Convention Center received
the most support.

March 17, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
The Columbus Region Coalition (CRC) is a group of local governments, members of
the business community, and other community stakeholders that make up the
diverse interests of the Columbus Region. As the collective voice of our region, we
urge our support of passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-DaytonColumbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no
service in the central region of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is
considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak
service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland
corridor is very encouraging to stakeholders in our region. Having the CincinnatiDayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service
connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working
along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have
committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast
Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this
corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional
people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider
adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The Columbus Region Coalition is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these
passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate
as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important
corridors in the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

Andrew J. Ginther
Mayor
City of Columbus

Charles D. Hillman
President & CEO
Columbus Metropolitan
Housing Authority

Kevin L. Boyce
President
Franklin County Board of
Commissioners

David T. Harrison, Ph.D.
President
Columbus State
Community College

Joanna M. Pinkerton
President & CEO
Central Ohio Transit
Authority

CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

William Murdock
Executive Director
Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission

Lisa Patt-McDaniel
President & CEO
Workforce Development
Board of Central Ohio

Alex R. Fischer
President & CEO
Columbus Partnership

Ty Marsh
Executive Director
Solid Waste Authority of
Central Ohio

March 19, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Dear Mr. Flynn,
I write to bring your attention to the passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland
proposed corridor and the requested addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan.
Expanding passenger rail service in Ohio has the potential to create jobs, promote economic development, and reduce
congestion on roads and highways in cities and stations along the rail line. High-speed rail travel between cities within
Ohio and across the country would give Ohioans and visitors to our area additional options for affordable travel, and
expanding access to passenger rail service will connect Ohioans with new jobs, education, and healthcare.
Currently, the state has very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the central regions of our
state. As you can imagine, reports that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. Having the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has been
encouraging to our stakeholders and has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting
the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
I also would like to highlight passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route. To date,
nearly $1.5 million have been committed towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail
Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact
Statement. According to a study, over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live
along this corridor by the year 2040.
Strong infrastructure has been essential to the great strength and unparalleled economic growth of the United States and
Ohio. I am grateful Amtrak has included Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland future expansion plans and ask that
Amtrak give full and fair consideration to the proposed corridor and the inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact my office. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Sherrod Brown
United States Senator

March 18, 2021

William J. Flynn
Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Support for the proposed Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor and request for
the inclusion of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
As the Member of Congress representing Ohio’s Third Congressional District, I write to offer my
support for expanding passenger rail service options throughout the Buckeye State. I specifically
support initiation of the proposed Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor and request
the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.
Ohio has very limited passenger rail service, and there has been no regular service to Central Ohio
since 1979. It is my understanding that Columbus, which is the center of my Congressional
District, is now the largest metropolitan area in the country not to have any passenger rail options.
The future prospect of Amtrak service on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is
welcome news to my constituents. Having this passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the
state’s three major metropolitan areas.
I am also supportive of planning for a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that has been underway
since 2012. To date, nearly $1.5 million has been used for significant work completed by the
Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. Over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by 2040, led by
growth in the Columbus area. Demand for service along this potential route will continue to grow,
so I hope you will consider adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.

I am pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are
ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity
on these two important corridors across our state.
Sincerely,

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress
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March 17, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-DaytonColumbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
Franklin County encompasses the City of Columbus and a total of 1.3 million residents. Our fast-growing
Central Ohio region, as well as our increased focused on innovation, sustainable growth, and equity among our
residents, has highlighted the region’s demand for more and expanded mobility options.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service among the regions of
our state. As you can imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The
future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland
corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in our county. Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-ColumbusCleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the
reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To
date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast
Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components
of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor found that over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider
adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
Franklin County is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We
are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these
two important corridors in the Buckeye State.
Sincerely,

Kevin L. Boyce, Board President, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

Marilyn Brown, Commissioner, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

John O’Grady, Commissioner, Franklin County Board of Commissioners
CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

CORNELL R. ROBERTSON, P.E., P.S.
FRANKLIN COUNTY ENGINEER
March 16, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for inclusion of ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn:
As the County Engineer of Ohio’s most populous county, I am writing to express my strong support for
the passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to
request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035
Plan.
Transportation infrastructure drives the economic engine of any region by providing safe and efficient
movement of people and goods from place to place. We routinely partner with other counties, local municipalities,
and townships to support and participate in regional transportation initiatives. Ohio is within a 600-mile drive of half
of the nation’s population, yet there is currently no passenger rail service in central Ohio, particularly Franklin County,
and where service currently exists in Ohio, it is very limited. The future prospect of Amtrak having the CincinnatiDayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful
for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
route that we are engaged in. We have been working along with other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To
date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana
Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I
Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3
million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040.
I am pleased to join in support of these passenger rail service opportunities and ask that you please consider
adding this important mid-western connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. The Franklin County Engineer’s
Office is ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these
two important corridors in the Buckeye State.
Sincerely,
TJP
Cornell R. Robertson, P.E., P.S.
Franklin County Engineer
cc:

Mike DeWine, Governor of Ohio
Derrick James, Amtrak – Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, PhD, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director
William Murdock, MORPC – Executive Director

970 Dublin Road, Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 525-3030
www.franklincountyengineer.org

Fax: (614) 525-3359

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

March 18, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation
on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to
request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail
corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no
service in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak
is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of
Amtrak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-ColumbusCleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in Central Ohio.
Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included
in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment
of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been
working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we
together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed
by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact
Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by
the year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

As Mayor of the City of Columbus, I am pleased to join other Ohioans in support
of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support
and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these
two important corridors in the Buckeye State.
Sincerely,

Andrew J. Ginther,
Mayor

CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

90 W. Broad Street | 2nd Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 | T (614) 645-7671 | F (614) 645-5818 | 311 @columbus.gov

City of Columbus

Office of City Clerk
90 West Broad Street
Columbus OH 43215-9015
columbuscitycouncil.org
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To Express Support for the Expansion of Passenger Rail Services in Ohio and Extension of New Passenger Rail Services
via Columbus and to Encourage Congressional Action to Authorize and Appropriate Funds for the Expansion
WHEREAS, Ohio sees only 32 passenger trains per week and has far fewer intercity passenger rail services than any of
its neighboring states except Kentucky; and
WHEREAS, Columbus is the nation’s most populous city without any fixed rail service and the second most populous
city without Amtrak service; and
WHEREAS, Ohio, the seventh most populous state, has the 27th highest Amtrak ridership state and has the lowest ratio
of Amtrak riders per resident of the top 10 most populous states; and
WHEREAS, among the top-10 most populous states near Ohio, the number of Amtrak riders per 1,000 residents is 42 in
Michigan, 186 in Illinois, 258 in Pennsylvania, and 322 in New York compared to just 6 Amtrak riders per 1,000 residents
in Ohio; and
WHEREAS, Ohio is the most populous state without any ongoing passenger rail development or operating program as it
has no funds budgeted for passenger rail development in the currently proposed Ohio Department of Transportation
biennial budget, making it the sixth such biennial budget in a row with no funding for passenger rail planning,
development, or operations; and
WHEREAS, Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, and other public and private partners continue to
advance the Rapid Speed Transportation Initiative, which is evaluating and planning for new intercity passenger rail and
City of Columbus
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hyperloop connections to Chicago, Lima, and Pittsburgh and demonstrates the benefits, market, and viability of such
intercity connections to other Ohio cities and regions as well as the Midwest megaregion; and
WHEREAS, Columbus had passenger rail service to Chicago and Pittsburgh until 1979 when service was terminated,
and the restoration of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail route would connect over 15 million residents; and
WHEREAS, the restoration of passenger rail service via Columbus to Dayton, Cincinnati, and Cleveland would directly
connect Ohio’s four largest metropolitan areas with over 7 million residents; and
WHEREAS, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan calls for the
establishment of new intercity connections via Columbus as a regional transportation priority for sustainability, equity,
and community access; and
WHEREAS, safe, fast, modern, convenient passenger rail service offers time-savings and productivity benefits, making
Ohio a more attractive place to live, work, and to visit for business or pleasure; and
WHEREAS, the people of Columbus would benefit from the transportation access afforded by new passenger rail
connections to other cities and regions; and
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS:
That the City of Columbus expresses support for the renewal of the five-year federal Surface Transportation
Reauthorization in 2021 that includes Amtrak's proposed Corridors Development Program authorized at $25 billion for
capital improvements and $300 million for operations over five years; That the City of Columbus encourages the
Columbus congressional delegation to provide in the upcoming Transportation and Housing Urban Development
appropriations bill $5 billion for capital improvements and $60 million for operations to fund Amtrak's New Corridor
Development Program; That the City of Columbus express support to Amtrak, the Ohio Department of Transportation,
and the Ohio Rail Development Commission for the inclusion of restored passenger rail service in the ClevelandColumbus-Dayton-Cincinnati corridor in Amtrak’s New Corridor Development Program and related federal and state
transportation plans; and that the City encourages Amtrak, the Ohio Department of Transportation, and the Ohio Rail
Development Commission to include new passenger rail service in the Chicago-Lima-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in
Amtrak’s New Corridor Development Program and related federal and state transportation plans.
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March 17, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn:
This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The City of Hilliard is a community of approximately 40,000 residents located just west of
Columbus. The City has a strong corporate and small business presence that continues to
grow as we continue to strategically develop and redevelop. The addition of passenger rail to
key destinations in Ohio and the region would not only benefit our residents, but also the many
corporate residents that call Hilliard “home”.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the
central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering expansions in
Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in the
City of Hilliard. Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included
in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger
rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other
stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5
million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association
and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I
Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs
and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year
2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035
Plan.

3800 Municipal Way, Hilliard, OH 43026 | hilliardohio.gov | (614) 876 - 7361

The City of Hilliard is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service
opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak
passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

Michelle L. Crandall
City Manager

City of Hilliard, Ohio, USA
3800 Municipal Way, Hilliard, OH 43026
614.334.2344 office
614.206.4886 mobile

CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

3800 Municipal Way, Hilliard, OH 43026 | hilliardohio.gov | (614) 876 - 7361

March 11, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed
corridor & Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor
in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
I’d like to demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request
the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor
to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
As Mayor of the City of Bexley, a first-ring suburb nestled up against the
east side of Columbus, increasing access to public transit and fortifying
our regional transit infrastructure is of great importance to me and my
community.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists
and no service in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine
news that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The
future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our
stakeholders in [our region, city, district]. Having the Cincinnati-DaytonColumbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger
rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning
along a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We
have been working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012.
To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards
significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail
Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance
components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this
corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million
additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year

2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The City of Bexley is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these
passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support
and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on
these two important corridors in the Buckeye State.
Thank you sincerely,

Mayor Ben Kessler
CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

6100 Southport Road
Portage, Indiana 46368
(219) 763-6060
www.nirpc.org

April 12, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus Pittsburgh corridor in the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn:
As Executive Director of the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission — the Council of
Governments and Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Indiana portion of the Chicago Metropolitan
Statistical Area — I can attest to the cooperative working relationships we enjoy with our colleague
organizations in advancing high speed rail to connect our regions. I am therefore writing to join my
colleague regional organizations in requesting the addition of the Chicago -Ft. Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh
passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
Across Northern Indiana and extending to our neighbors in Ohio and western Pennsylvania, we have very
limited Amtrak passenger rail service — that is, where service exists at all — and limited or no connections
between our communities and major regions like Columbus and Pittsburgh. We welcome the consideration of
Amtrak expansion in our states, and the prospect of Amtrak service that includes connections between
Pittsburgh, Columbus, Ft. Wayne, and Chicago would be especially welcome. However, the current Amtrak
System 2035 Plan does not currently include this service.
Much work has been done to prepare this corridor for consideration, and Amtrak should be made aware of the
ongoing passenger rail corridor planning along the Chicago-Ft. Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh route. Stakeholders
in this corridor have been advancing this route since 2012 and together have committed nearly $1.5 million
towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of
this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to
live along this corridor by the year 2040.
I urge you to consider adding this important connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
On behalf of the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, I am pleased to join our neighbors in
Ohio and Pennsylvania in support of this passenger rail service opportunity. NIRPC is prepared to share its
support and to advocate as needed for Amtrak service connectivity on this important midwestern corridor.
Sincerely,

Ty Warner AICP
Executive Directory
CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs

April 12, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
The Michiana Area Council of Governments (MACOG) supports the addition of the Chicago Ft. Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
MACOG is a voluntary organization of locals governments that studies and attempts to
resolve, for the benefit or each member and the region, area of interlocal issues, which
includes but is not limited to transportation, transit, economic development, environment,
and other issues that impact the region.
In Northern Indiana, as well as our neighbors in Ohio and western Pennsylvania, we have
limited passenger rail service where service exists and limited or no connections between our
communities and major regions like Columbus and Pittsburgh. As you can imagine news that
Amtrak is considering expansions in our states is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak
service that includes connections between Pittsburgh, Columbus, Ft. Wayne, and Chicago would
be very encouraging. However, the current Amtrak System 2035 Plan does not currently include
this service.
Much work has been done to prepare this corridor for consideration. We would like to apprise
you of ongoing passenger rail corridor planning along the Chicago-Ft. Wayne-ColumbusPittsburgh route. Stakeholders in this corridor have been advancing this route since 2012 and
together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the
Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has
found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to
live along this corridor by the year 2040.
We urge you to consider adding this important connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
MACOG is pleased to join our neighbors in Ohio and Pennsylvania in support of this passenger
rail service opportunity. We are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak
service connectivity on this important Midwestern corridor.
Sincerely,

James Turnwald
Executive Director
CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
227 W. Jefferson Boulevard, 11th Floor County-City Building, South Bend, IN 46601
Phone: 574.287.1829 or 574.674.8894 • Fax: 574.239.4072 • www.macog.com

Northeastern Indiana Regional Coordinating Council

April 5, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to request the addition of the Chicago-Ft. Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor
to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. The Northeastern Indiana Regional Coordinating Council (NIRCC) is

the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Fort Wayne Urbanized Areas and the Regional
Transportation Planning Organization in Northeast Indiana. NIRCC strives to develop a multimodal
transportation system in northeast Indiana that includes improved access to passenger rail service.
In northeast Indiana as well as our neighbors in Ohio and western Pennsylvania, we have limited passenger
rail service where service exists and limited or no connections between the Fort Wayne Urbanized Area and
major regions like Columbus and Pittsburgh. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering
expansions in our states is welcome. The future prospect of Amtrak service that includes connections
between Pittsburgh, Columbus, Ft. Wayne, and Chicago would be very encouraging. However, the current
Amtrak System 2035 Plan does not currently include this service.
Much work has been done to prepare this corridor for consideration. We would like to apprise you of
ongoing passenger rail corridor planning along the Chicago-Ft. Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh route.
Stakeholders in this corridor have been advancing this route since 2012 and together have committed nearly
$1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and
the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact
Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional
people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040.
We urge you to consider adding this important connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. The
Northeastern Indiana Regional Coordinating Council is pleased to join our neighbors in Ohio and
Pennsylvania in support of this passenger rail service opportunity. We are ready to share our support and
advocate as needed for Amtrak service connectivity on this important midwestern corridor.
Sincerely,

Daniel S. Avery
Executive Director

200 East Berry Street Suite 230
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802-2735

Website
www.nircc.com

Executive Director: Daniel S. Avery
Telephone: (260) 449-7309
Fax: (260) 449-8652

March 30, 2021
Mr. Derrick James
Amtrak Senior Government Affairs Officer
500 W. Jackson Blvd.
2nd floor
Chicago, IL 60661
Re: Support for the proposed Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor and request for the
inclusion of the Chicago-Fort Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
Dear Mr. James,
I write to bring your attention to the passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-ColumbusCleveland proposed corridor and the requested addition of the Chicago-Fort Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh
passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
Expanding passenger rail service in Indiana and Ohio has the potential to create jobs, promote economic
development, and reduce congestion on roads and highways in cities and stations along the rail line. Highspeed rail travel between cities within Indiana and Ohio and across the country would give residents and
visitors to our area additional options for affordable travel, and expanding access to passenger rail service will
connect Ohioans with new jobs, education, and healthcare. Currently, our states have very limited passenger
rail service where service exists and no service in many regions of the states. As you can imagine, reports that
Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-ColumbusCleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has been encouraging to our
stakeholders and has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting Ohio’s
three major metropolitan areas.
I also would like to highlight passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Fort Wayne-ColumbusPittsburgh route. To date, nearly $1.5 million have been committed towards significant work completed by
the Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to
advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. According to a study, over 1 million new
jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040.
Strong infrastructure has been essential to the great strength and unparalleled economic growth of the United
States, Indiana and Ohio. We at NIPRA are grateful Amtrak has included Cincinnati-Dayton-ColumbusCleveland in future expansion plans and ask that Amtrak give full and fair consideration to the proposed
corridor and the inclusion of Chicago-Fort Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035
Plan.
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me. Thank you.
Fred Lanahan
President, Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Association

Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Association
P.O. Box 10463
Fort Wayne, IN 46852-0463
(260) 403-1875
niprarail.org

March 22, 2021

William J. Flynn
Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for the inclusion
of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to both demonstrate support for the passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-DaytonColumbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
Dayton’s population density and its strategic locational positioning within the state make it a high priority to be
included in this rail expansion plan. Amtrak has identified Dayton as an important connector not only to the 3C
line, but to potential new growth to the Great Lakes regional networks. Amtrak’s ridership data reveals that cityto-city trips are the most desirable passenger movements in the Amtrak network. The connectivity that is
proposed in the Amtrak plan will strengthen access among Ohio's major metros and enhance how companies do
business. Education, medical, defense, technology, creative industries, entrepreneurship, recreation and
entertainment sectors all have the opportunity to harness and harvest improved business benefits from the
Amtrak plan proposal.
At the center of our region, Dayton’s downtown is at the nexus of the regional network of transportation
corridors (Interstate 75, US Route 35 and State Routes 4, 48, 49). Downtown is also the center for intermodal
connectivity. Dayton International Airport is just 15 minutes from downtown. Travelers could use Greater
Dayton RTA buses, including the free Flyer shuttle, to arrive at their final destination. Downtown is also home to
several intersecting bikeway paths and has the highest concentration of Link Dayton Bike Share stations in the
region. Young adults and emerging professionals are voting with their feet, choosing to live in dense, urban
areas with public transit options. With so many last-mile connectors in one, dense area, the location is an asset
for the entire region.
In addition, employers could select Dayton for its locational business advantages while maintaining easy access
to larger metro areas, and workers could choose an affordable, high-quality place to live while quickly
commuting to larger metro areas. Those employers include our growing number of regional healthcare
providers and businesses, educational and defense industry operations, commercialization opportunities and
entrepreneurial startups. Access to strategic and frequent passenger rail service is proving to be a popular and
emergent mode of transportation that is preferred by a large number of creatives, millennials and Gen Z alike.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the central regions of
our state. As you can imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news to many in

our community. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-DaytonColumbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in Dayton. Having the Cincinnati-DaytonColumbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for
the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also support a new direct connection to Pittsburgh from Dayton and Columbus as part of a passenger rail
corridor planned by our colleagues along a new Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route. The connection to
Pittsburgh would open an important direct route between Dayton and regions further east. Please consider
adding this important Midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The City of Dayton is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We
are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these
two important corridors in the Buckeye State.
Sincerely,

Matt Joseph
Dayton City Commissioner
c: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

March 12, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition
of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.
The City of Springfield is centrally located between Dayton and Columbus making
inclusion into this proposed corridor very attractive to Springfield. Springfield has
become more and more favorable to industry due to our location between Dayton and
Columbus as well as our access to the interstate system.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service
in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering
expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state
that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very
encouraging to our stakeholders in the Springfield and surrounding areas. Having the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail
service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other
stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have committed nearly
$1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger
Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance

components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has
found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are
expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider adding this
important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The City of Springfield is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger
rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate as needed
for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in the
Buckeye State.
Sincerely,

Bryan Heck
City Manager

cc:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

Union County-Marysville Economic Development Partnership
Union County Community Improvement Corporation
227 East Fifth Street
Marysville, Ohio 43040
Ph 937.642.6279
www.unioncounty.org

March 15, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn:
This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the CincinnatiDayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the ChicagoColumbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The explosive growth of the Columbus Region in recent years has brought about the side effects of
traffic congestion, elevated safety concerns, and decreased mobility for citizens and commuters. This
has led to growing income and socio-economic disparities and economic disadvantages that prevent
our region from reaching its fullest potential. As the Lead Economic Development Organization (LEDO)
for Union County and the City of Marysville, we fully understand the positive economic and quality of life
impact that these passenger rail projects would have on our community and the entire region.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the central
regions of our state. As you can imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is
welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the CincinnatiDayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in the Columbus Region.
Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the
state’s three major metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-ColumbusPittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other stakeholders in this
corridor since 2012. To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work
completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this
corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected
to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern
connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

Proud Home of Ohio’s 33 Smart Mobility Corridor
www.33smartcorridor.com

The Union County-Marysville Economic Development Partnership is pleased to join other Ohioans in
support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate
as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in the
Buckeye State.
Sincerely,

Eric S. Phillips
Executive Director

CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

1/12/2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on
the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request
the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
Richland County Regional Planning Commission (RCRPC) serves as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Richland County region and is
strategically located on the Columbus-Cleveland travel corridor.
In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no
service in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak
is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of
Amtrak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-ColumbusCleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in Richland County.
Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route
included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the
reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major
metropolitan areas.
We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been

19 N Main • Mansfield, Ohio 44902-1777 • Phone: (419) 774-5684 • Fax: (419) 774-5685

working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we
together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed
by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact
Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by
the year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
RCRPC is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service
opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for
Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in
the Buckeye State.
Sincerely,

Jotika Shetty
Executive Director, RCRPC
CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

19 N Main • Mansfield, Ohio 44902-1777 • Phone: (419) 774-5684 • Fax: (419) 774-5685

March 18, 2021

Connecting Com m unities to R esources

Mr. William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
As Executive Director of the Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments Association (OMEGA), I offer my strong
support for passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed
corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
OMEGA is a local development district that serves ten counties in the eastern Appalachian region of
Ohio and serves as a Regional Transportation Planning organization for eight of those ten counties. I
especially support a new direct connection between Pittsburgh and Columbus as part of a passenger rail
corridor planned by our colleagues along a new Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route. This corridor will
provide the needed connectivity to the eastern rural Appalachian region of Ohio with major urban
centers. Our region currently lacks access to passenger rail and this proposed route would extend
through the center of our region with potential stops in four of our communities: Steubenville,
Uhrichsville, Newcomerstown, and Coshocton. Passenger rail service will greatly benefit our region and
will provide a safe, reliable, affordable means of transportation for our residents. Please consider
adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
OMEGA is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are
ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on
these two important corridors in the Buckeye State.
Sincerely,
OHIO MID-EASTERN GOVERNMENTS ASSOCIATION

Jeannette M. Wierzbicki, P.E.
Executive Director
c:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

326 Highland Avenue, Suite B, Cambridge, OH 43725
740.439.4471│www.omegadistrict.org

Serving these local governments

Belmont • Carroll • Columbiana • Coshocton • Guernsey • Harrison • Holmes • Jefferson • Muskingum • Tuscarawas

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan
Dear Mr. Flynn,
This letter is to request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. We understand that the current Amtrak System 2035 Plan does not
include this service.
The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission is the federally designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for City of Pittsburgh and the 10-county Southwestern Pennsylvania region. SPC is
responsible for the use of the region’s state and federal transportation funding.
In Western Pennsylvania as well as our neighbors in Ohio, we have very limited passenger rail service
where service even exists and limited or no connections between major centers such as Pittsburgh and
Columbus. As you may imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions in our area is a welcome
development. The prospect of Amtrak service that would include a connection between Pittsburgh,
Columbus, and Chicago is both encouraging and important to this important part of the country.
To familiarize you with state of passenger rail service in this corridor, local stakeholders have been
advocating and advancing this route since 2012 committing nearly $1.5 million towards significant work
completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor
has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live
along this corridor by the year 2040. Given these significant circumstances, we strongly urge you to
consider adding this important megaregion connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.
The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission is pleased to join our neighbors in Ohio in support of this
passenger rail service opportunity. We are eager to partner with you to provide much needed Amtrak
passenger rail service connectivity in this important midwestern corridor.
Sincerely,

Vincent Valdes
Executive Director
CC:

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT – Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC – Executive Director

