
Energy and Air Quality Working Group Meeting 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Tuesday, January 26th, 2021 

2:00pm 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Chairs.  Matt Stephens-Rich, Chair (2:00 pm)

2. Featured Presentation: Sarah Conley-Ballew, Rural Action (2:05pm)

3. Policy Update, Joe Garrity, MORPC (2:35 pm)

4. Ohio EPA Update, Erica Fetty-Davis, Ohio EPA (2:45pm)

5. MORPC staff updates, MORPC staff (2:50pm)

a. Energy Program
b. End of Season Air Quality Report

6. 2021 Work Plan. Brooke White, MORPC (3:00pm)

7. Subcommittees (3:10pm)

a. Solar Subcommittee
b. Diversity and Environmental Justice Subcommittee
c. Air Quality Monitoring Subcommittee

8. Adjourn (3:30pm) 

Please Notify Brooke White 520-331-4359 or bwhite@morpc.org to confirm your attendance. 

The next Energy and Air Quality Meeting is 
March 23rd, 2021 2:00pm 

https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EfmIrNPgNkBJhw2SHya-X50BgnY5tflW7PzDqjGHS7Ckiw?e=bP6czA
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EZOHkqL6EY9MntCB1WONs2oBH7Zt8HCs-BaClLy9wcVR2w?e=7ohEOh
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Featured Presentation

Sarah Conley-Ballew



Clean Energy for All -
Equity & Access in 
Appalachian Ohio

Sarah Conley-Ballew, Program Director
Rural Action Sustainable Energy Solutions



ABOUT RURAL ACTION
Nestled in the foothills of Appalachian Ohio, Rural Action 
was founded in 1991 on the principle that locally-based, 
sustainable, and inclusive development is the main 
strategy for building resilient rural Appalachian 
communities. 

Rural Action’s mission is to build a more just economy by 
developing the region’s assets in environmentally, socially, 
and economically sustainable ways. Together, we envision 
a region with clean streams and healthy forests; a place 
where thriving family farms, meaningful livelihoods and 
vibrant communities exist for everyone; with people 
engaged as good stewards of the world they live in and 
working together to make this vision a reality. 

As a membership-based organization, we believe the best 
development is done with participation from diverse groups 
who have a stake in the outcome. 





NEW HORIZONS FOR CLEAN ENERGY

Marshall Plan for Middle America “We’re talking about getting what is our due share 
in what we paid in building this country, and what 
the rest of the country owes us in the 
transformation from fossil fuels.” 
-Bill Peduto, Mayor of Pittsburgh

“Our vision creates a federal jobs program that can put 
people back to work in largely outdoor jobs, while 
simultaneously helping us to address the climate crisis and 
the need for racial justice, while also maximizing the 
creation of good union jobs.” 
-Amanda Woodrum, Policy Matters Ohio

https://www.sustainablebusiness.pitt.edu/research/marshall-plan-middle-america


NEW ADMINISTRATION, NEW PRIORITIES

Mr. Biden said he intends to make tackling climate change a 
cornerstone of his coronavirus recovery action, calling for 
500,000 new electric vehicle charging stations, the 
construction of 1.5 million new energy-efficient homes and 
public housing units, and the creation of a “civilian climate 
corps” to carry out climate and conservation projects.
New York Times; Jan 25 2021 https://nyti.ms/36f5VKq

“The president also will direct the 
government to conserve 30 percent of all 
federal land and water by 2030, create a task 
force to assemble a governmentwide action 
plan for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
issue a memorandum elevating climate 
change to a national security priority.”
New York Times; Jan 25 2021 https://nyti.ms/36f5VKq

"A cry for survival comes from the planet 
itself, a cry that can't be any more 
desperate or any more clear." 
President Joseph R. Biden, Inaugural Address

https://nyti.ms/36f5VKq
https://nyti.ms/36f5VKq


Our Current Initiatives

REAP GRANT WRITING SUPPORT
Rural Action Sustainable Energy Solutions provides 
application preparation services and technical 
assistance to businesses seeking to apply for the 
USDA Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) 
grant.

CLEAN ENERGY PLEDGE
Rural Action Sustainable Energy Solutions Clean 
Energy Pledge connects nonprofits and small 
businesses with available technical and financial 
resources to achieve energy conservation, 
renewable energy, and clean transportation goals.

CLEAN ENERGY FOR SMALL BUSINESSES



GROW SOLAR JOBS INITATIVE
The Grow Solar Jobs Initiative supports the growth of the 
Appalachian solar industry by facilitating professional training for 
job-seekers intending to advance their professional careers in the 
solar field.

RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT

SOLAR SITE ASSESSMENTS
Thanks to a partnership with Third Sun Solar, Rural 
Action members are eligible for a free solar 
evaluation — and a discount if they decide to have 
panels installed.



CLEAN TRANSPORTATION INITATIVES
APPALACHIAN CLEAN TRANSPORTATION
The Appalachian Clean Transportation Initiative 
engages a network of economic development 
partners, industry specialists, and statewide policy 
experts to plan implementation strategies that bring 
clean transportation infrastructure and development to 
Appalachian Ohio.

ROADMAP
Rural Open Access Development Mobility Access Plan 
(ROADMAP) is a three-year initiative funded by the Department of 
Energy. This project aims to pilot and study advanced vehicle 
technologies in a rural setting to gather information and enhance 
awareness of innovative mobility solutions that fill rural 
transportation gaps.

EV CRUISERS CLUB
The Electric Vehicle (EV) Cruisers 
electric car club originally started in 
Athens County, Ohio, in early 2016. 
The club acts as a hub for networking 
between EV owners, advocates, and 
enthusiasts who believe in the future 
of electric transportation throughout 
Appalachia Ohio.



Reach out!
Sarah Conley-Ballew, Sustainable Energy Solutions 

Program Director

740-591-1990
sarah@ruralaction.org
www.ruralaction.org

mailto:sarah@ruralaction.org
http://www.ruralaction.org/
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