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Meeting Notes 

 
 

January 27, 2021, 1:00 pm 
 
Members Present   
James Mako, Fairfield County Regional  Basar Özbilen, OSU Knowlton  
Planning Commission  Nick Plouck, City of Dublin 
Chair Justin Milam, City of Upper  Vice-Chair Alex Slaymaker, Columbus 
 Arlington   Partnership 
Kyle O’Keefe, SWACO   
   
Public Present   
Jason Reece, OSU Knowlton   
 
MORPC Staff Present    
Ted Geer Lynn Kaufman Liz Whelan Brandi Whetstone 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 1:04 pm 
 
Project Status 
Chair Milam reported that the draft goals and objectives of the Regional Sustainability Agenda 
(RSA) have been presented for review to this Subcommittee, the Sustainability Advisory 
Committee, and to Sustainable2050 members. 
 
Equity Resource Document – Dr. Jason Reece, OSU Knowlton School 
Dr. Reece reported that the focus of the Resource Guide is to provide a series of data sources, 
best practices and research-based framing of how to approach social equity concerns.   
 
The guide will include the full details of: 
• Potential metrics and other data considerations specifically for the equity objectives. 
• Examples of peer (best practice) data tools to analyze equity elements. 
• Strategies and best practices to foster robust engagement with equity communities. 
• Strategies to understand social equity concerns across the urban, suburban, and rural 

landscapes. 
• Examples of best practices (planning and policy) for integrating equity and sustainability. 
• Inventory of additional resource tools (data, best practices). 
 
Strategies: Review Major Themes From Survey 
Brandi Whetstone reported that staff will ensure that the RSA strategies will align with existing 
MORPC plans and programs, including existing strategies members have been working toward, 
primarily activities eligible for Sustainable2050 certification.  A final goal is to include an equity-
focused strategy for each objective.  
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Goal 1 

 
Members suggested Objective 1 be changed to d. Participate in GohioCommute and or other 
workplace programs to encourage mode-shift.  
 

 
Please see http://cleanfuelsohio.net/ohio-green-fleets/ for program details. 
Chair Milam suggested having a broader scope of fuels as well as electric, as situations may 
change before the next update of the RSA. 
 

 

 
Please see https://www.morpc.org/program-service/local-government-energy-partnership/ for 
MORPC’s SolSmart commitment. 
 

 

 
There were no Member comments on this objective. 
  

http://cleanfuelsohio.net/ohio-green-fleets/
https://www.morpc.org/program-service/local-government-energy-partnership/
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Goal 2 

 
There were no Member comments on the objectives of Goal 2 
 
Goal 3   

 
There were no Member comments on this objective. 
 

 

 
There were no Member comments on this objective. 
 

 
There were no Member comments on this objective. 
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Member Özbilen suggested prioritizing underserved communities when possible.  Staff noted 
that MORPC could encourage sustainable2050 members to do so.  Dr. Reece added that OSU 
Kirwan has an analytical tool that may assist in identifying risk.  This tool will be included in the 
Resource Guide. 
 
Goal 4 

 
Please see https://www.columbus.gov/greenspot/   
 

 
There were no Member comments on this objective. 
 

 
Member Plouck noted that zoning changes could encourage the use of green materials in 
residential housing.  Members agreed that the support would come from municipal code 
changes.  Chair Milam and Member Plouck will communicate with Brandi after the meeting. 
 
Approach for Metrics, Data, and Setting Targets 
Liz Whelan reported that the process of creating the metrics will be taking the qualitative 
statements and review the data that is available, valuable, and possible to measure.  Staff will 
identify which data sources can be tracked over time and can also be compared to similar data 
from other regions. 
 
Staff will work up proposed metrics to present to the Subcommittee at their February meeting. 
 
  

https://www.columbus.gov/greenspot/
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2021 Work Plan and Next Steps 
The intended timeline for completion and adoption of the RSA is: 
In February:  
• Review/finalize Equity Resource Document from Dr. Reece 
• Finalize the stakeholder input process by early March by means of a survey to key 

stakeholder groups  
• Hold an informational presentation for Stakeholders in late February/early March  
 
The February 24 Subcommittee meeting will focus on data, metrics, and methodology 
 
In March: 
• Complete the stakeholder input process. 
 
The March 30 Subcommittee meeting will focus on finalizing the RSA. 
 
In April:  
• Complete the final revision of the RSA 
 
On April 17 the Subcommittee will present the RSA to the Sustainability Advisory Committee for 
adoption. 
 
Adjourned at 2:26 pm. 


