
Energy and Air Quality Working Group Meeting 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Tuesday, March 22, 2022 

2:00pm 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Introductions, Chair Matt Stephens-Rich, Chair (2:00 PM)

2. MORPC Staff Updates, MORPC staff (2:05 PM)
a. Air Quality Program Update, Brandi Whetstone
b. Energy Program Update, Brian Filiatraut

3. Policy Roundtable, Matt Stephens-Rich, Chair (2:20 PM)
a. SB 52 – Introduction and Overview, Steve Tugend, Kegler, Brown, Hill & Ritter
b. Added Perspective and Policy Thought, Vice-Chair Dale Arnold, Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
c. Added Perspective and Policy Thought, Zach McGuire, Columbus Partnership
d. EAQWG Discussion, Matt Stephens-Rich, Chair
e. Recommendation

Vice-Chair Arnold moved to create the “Energy Generation Policy Brief”, a draft policy guide to 
address land use, clean energy generation, climate mitigation, and economic opportunities for 
both individuals and communities, and asked that Chair Stephens-Rich present that draft policy to 
the Sustainability Advisory Committee. Seconded by Member Foster. Motion carried.

4. Other Group Discussion (3:15 PM)

5. Adjourn (3:30 PM)

Please notify Brian Filiatraut at (614) 233-4137 or bfiliatraut@morpc.org to confirm your attendance. 

The next Energy and Air Quality Meeting is 
Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 2:00pm 

mailto:bfiliatraut@morpc.org
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EWdS9HX54VpOsZNpKEqs4ecBBd_OTRazd-YLUDpHN1Qa6g?e=ZCrbom
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EY3UrIcOf2RLvC4aHW4sRqIBw4il9x9Bcx4WYknw6W0c3w?e=6QQqJh
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/ER8_RG06Vw1GllxEH40Ol2MBzUoX33IXDvu9bvFoLrjnig?e=90xAyc
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EQPTb99moX5OkCLjd8kdVNcBqJ13UIhkOYaHZYCl2LkSHw?e=lYZeYL
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/Ea1ioTsA3wlIvgvAlrfaTGUBoiPhThljvGOoNlM9PoykqQ?e=H2IiLW
https://morpc1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lkaufman_morpc_org/EWoqKJwS8PBGvJJMBnSsQXwBfaVUDm0z_JhEaKiUrgWxWw?e=NqbDVR
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Members Present  Staff Present 
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ANNUAL AIR 
QUALITY REPORT
Brandi Whetstone, Sustainability Officer
March 22, 2022



GOOD NEWS FOR AIR QUALITY

No Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups days 
for ozone (101+ on the AQI)



Continuous 
trend of 

improvement 
over last 29 

years

OZONE EXCEEDANCES PER YEAR



PERCENTAGE OF DAYS AT EACH AQI CATEGORY

• Majority of days were in the 
good Air Quality Index (AQI) 
category (green)

• Increase in moderate 
(yellow) days for PM2.5 due 
to wildfire smoke



MONITORS AND PEAK LOCATIONS



morpc.org/airquality

Brandi Whetstone
Sustainability Officer
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4174
bwhetstone@morpc.org
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 

mailto:bwhetstone@morpc.org


ENERGY UPDATE

Brian Filiatraut
Energy & Sustainability Program Coordinator
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(614) 233-4137; bfiliatraut@morpc.org

mailto:bfiliatraut@morpc.org


SOLSMART IN MORPC COMMUNITIES

A national no-cost technical assistance & designation program designed to recognize 
cities, counties, and small towns for encouraging solar energy growth.

Community Designation

City of Delaware Bronze

Franklin County Bronze

MORPC Silver

Upper Arlington Gold

Village of Somerset Bronze

Other communities working toward SolSmart
designation:
• Bexley
• Clinton Township
• Columbus

• Hilliard
• Lancaster
• Reynoldsburg



COLUMBUS AREA RESIDENTIAL SOLAR CO-OP:
A Franklin County Collaboration

• Collaboration led by City of Columbus, Solar United Neighbors, MORPC, 
IMPACT Community Action, and Simply Living

• Open to ALL residents who live in a community within Franklin County
• 2 solar co-op rounds

• Round 1: July – October, 2022
• Round 2: January – April, 2023

• Local government requirements – no costs, but rather in-kind services
• Marketing & Outreach

• More information to come with kickoff



REGIONAL SCHOOLS ENERGY STRATEGY (ReSES):
Solar PPA Co-op

• Open to both school districts & 
municipalities
• Leverage buying power to secure lower 
electricity rate
• With a school’s & local government’s 
purpose and standing in the community, 
both have a multiplier effect

• Turn campus into a living laboratory
• Goal is > 1 MW
• Please pass along to potential stakeholders Butterfield Elementary, Libertyville School District | near Chicago, IL



RICKENBACKER ENERGY CONSORTIUM (REC)

Area Study &
Energy 

Recommendations

Sustainable 
Businesses in the 

Region

Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Bill 

(IIJA)

COTA’s Rickenbacker 
Area Mobility Center 

(RAMC)

• Reconvened REC on March 9
• Discussed best pathways forward on clean energy solutions for the area
• Next meeting anticipated for early June



POLICY ROUNDTABLE:
SB 52 Education & Engagement Strategy

• A “policy shark tank” format
• Background to policy

• Emailed materials
• Guest speakers

• Open up to EAQWG discussion
• EAQWG considering recommendation or next 

steps for how to support / implement



morpc.org/sustainabilityagenda/

POLICY ROUNDTABLE BACKGROUND
Regional Sustainability Agenda (2021-2024)



2021-2022-PUBLIC-POLICY-AGENDA_WEB-VERSION.pdf (morpc.org)

POLICY ROUNDTABLE BACKGROUND
Public Policy Agenda (2021-2022)

https://www.morpc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2021-2022-PUBLIC-POLICY-AGENDA_WEB-VERSION.pdf


Steve Tugend
Director + Chair, Government Affairs
Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter

Dale Arnold
Director, Energy, Utility and Local Government Policy
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

Zach McGuire
Director, Clean Energy Partners
Columbus Partnership

POLICY ROUNDTABLE BACKGROUND
SB 52 Overview & Added Perspectives



Zach McGuire
Director, Clean Energy Partners

Columbus Partnership



The Central Ohio Business Community Wants 
Solar Energy
• The map shows Central Ohio businesses 

with renewable energy goals.
• This community of businesses 

represents tens of thousands of 
employed Ohioans.

• Approved and pending solar projects in 
Central Ohio would employ nearly 
7,000 construction workers and create 
hundreds of permanent operations and 
maintenance jobs, almost all outside of 
Franklin County.
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The Automotive Industry is All in on Solar 
Energy
• Each major auto OEM with a presence in 

Central Ohio has aggressive renewable 
energy goals, including:

• Honda
• Ford
• GM
• Nissan
• Toyota etc.

• These auto OEMs and their suppliers 
employ 22,000 Ohioans.

• 65% of which are located outside of 
Franklin county.



The Clean Energy Industry in Central Ohio 
Employs Thousands of Ohioans

County Total Clean Energy Jobs

Delaware 1,360

Fairfield 1,468

Knox 501

Licking 1,174

Logan 650

Madison 886

Marion 393

Morrow 409

Pickaway 363

Union 965

Franklin 13,368

Total 21,537

Non-Franklin County 8,169

% outside Franklin County 38%

• The clean energy industry employs 
over 114,000 Ohioans statewide, which 
is eight most in the country.

• In Central Ohio, the industry employs 
over 21,000 people.

• Over 8,000 of those jobs are located 
outside of Franklin county.

• This industry is growing rapidly and is 
supported by major employers in the 
region. 

• The industry should have clear state 
support. 



Clean Energy is Required to Grow the Ohio 
Economy
• More and more companies are looking to power their facilities 

with renewable energy to drive sustained institutional 
investment. 

• The Central Ohio Region has 24 companies considering capital 
investment amounting in over $32 billion, all requesting 
renewable energy to power their facilities. 

• Over half of these projects are in the automotive industry.
• These investments in turn would create over 21,000 jobs in the 

region.
• To ensure the Ohio economy continues healthy growth in the 

next decade and after, we will need renewable energy 
development in the state. 



Top Issues Surrounding SB 52:
• Land Use
• Individual / Land Rights
• Clean Energy Generation & 

Climate Mitigation
• Economic Opportunities
• Anything else?

POLICY ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
EAQWG Talking Points

Questions to Consider:
• What are some good, objective resources on SB 52 

and or utility-scale solar?
• What are the pros and cons—hitting upon 

environmental, economic, and social aspects—
surrounding this topic?

• What solutions can be offered to communities faced 
with utility-scale solar development?

• Who are the best messengers—people, organization, 
& medium—for each MORPC member community?

• Anything else?



Thank You!

Next EAQWG Meeting:
Tuesday, May 24 @ 2 PM
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