TRAIL TOWN FRAMEWORK

Leveraging the Strength of
the Central Ohio Greenways
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'DECIDING
ON TRAILS

7 Practices of Healthy Trail Towns
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A Trail Town is a community through which a trail
passes that supports trail users with services,
promotes the trail to its residents, and embraces

the trail as a resource to be protected and
celebrated.

--North Country Trail Coalition (adapted)



RURAL TRAIL TOWN FOCUS AREA
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TRAIL TOWN FINDINGS
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TRAIL TOWN FRAMEWORK PROMOTION

REGIONAL
TRAIL TOWN
FRAMEWORK

WHAT IS A TRAIL TOWN?
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MMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES

MORPC

anlish a sy port A trail town designation program will be most successful when the Eligibility Requirememnts
res i at Wil ﬁ; (ene“““e‘r su regional collaborative approach is supported by local community action. Communifies inferested in
L iy, catedd nualy participating in the
LEVERAGING THE STRENGTH OF THE CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS 10 5 SO an Local Placemaking “Menu® et
o While launching a frail town program is a substantial undertaking that will

Central Ohio Greenways (COG) is  trail network of national significance

require dedicated regional and local support, a “lighter, quicker, cheaper”

Accommodate frail users

spanning 230+ miles, connecting Central Ohio to other parts of the state and “Trail towns” is both an placemaking approach will realistically allow individual communities to with business services;
country. These frails are traveled more than 12 million miles annually and Investment and an aftitude. advance their local efforts. Each item on this menu of placemaking options is
provide economic, quality of life, and health benefits to the community. With To be a trail town is to pay anticipated to cost less than $3000. «  Be located within 2 miles
Central Ohio expected to be a region of 3 million people by 2050 — bringing an attention to trails, to invest in of a Central Ohio Trail of
increased demand for more walkable neighborhoods, transportation options, them, and make a concerted « Painted Trail Crossings Regional Significance;
and outdoor recreaional opportunities — irails have become even more critical community-wide effort to « Trail Day Festivals
to the ivability of our growing region. The Mid-Chio Regional Planning improve trail-to-town 4 oM * Curated Walk and Bike Routes * Declare a commitment
Commission’s (MORPC) COG Board is committed to a vision to add over 500 connections. This includes ociing 0 20 +  Group Trail Recreation to designation as a trail
miles of frails to the region while simultaneously celebrating the region as a both physical connectivity and o \mp‘me_ﬁa‘f“a“ e + Organized Fitness Classes town via city or village
hub of beautiful, scenic, nationally recognized trails that have the potential to feelings of connection. WayfndinS - uniies . Bike Friendly Business Designation council;
draw tourists and deepen Central Ohioans’ pride of place. gznciyn’;gng] 5’;:" ;a aﬂ;‘?“ o 4forthe wmc'\pa‘:‘“gyz‘aem, « Safe Routes to School
. . . . . p onal ra™ eted f.c] trall S . « Trailhead Kiosks * Maintain designation

Reoorghrjnz_lpg the tralllltown ;ppnt:lach asaway of';eveﬁlxgrg :!":I Ltcunim con medel for community ?‘_\‘t‘eﬁw wphe nark C . : r,;g‘g + Lioht Fostures from year to year and
opportunities, as well as active fransportation and quali , ; B A s po s . Children: .
sought professional consulting services from Cycle Forward and Toole Design communities to make critical ) more t n Qg,gﬂenoes o Chilaren's Activity Programming « Commit to active
to develop a framework for a regional initiative. Infrastructure improvements, jon's wnid ne syste” ! ef » Staff Tours transportation

better serve trail users, and ify the ;i ﬂmms{, and ¥ nd i5 mmuaﬂ)‘ ay{mdmg = Fix-It Station Instructional Signage AT TR AT
The consuiting team and MORPC staff worked with a Steering Committee adopt a hospitable trail tand m and a:stakeho‘de : » Website/Social Media Marketing peaple to safely walk
comprised of local community representatives and regional trail advocates to cuiture. he * Shuttle Program and bike between the
understand the appstite for supporting a regional trail town designation — Amy Camp, Cycle Forward 35 . mclopn?e " trail and community.

program and developing a framework for implementing the program.
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ENCOURAGING TRAIL USE

Get Moving. Check In. Get Rewards.
@ Experience Cofumbus has teamed up with the Mid-Ohio Reglonal

*

CO LU M B U S Planrung Commession for a great outdoor wail pass program to
enjoy with friends or family, These rails are perlect for hiking,
bikirg, jegging, and even paddling! Try them all s —what are you
waiting foe?

Hike, Bike and Paddle Trail
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Chack out these links for mere Informatlon and directlons! * bremwrey Gebyvered g tear and emaill
Central Ohio Greenways Map LMo sppii rivintond
Central Ohio Biking Map
Rapid 5

= Eapir il the natuie ol Coitra: Dlbs




URBAN TRAIL TOWNS
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URBAN TRAIL TOWN COMMUNITIES

Any community who lives within 2 miles
of a regional trail will have the
opportunity to participate in it. This will
include nearly, if not every, large

community within Franklin County.




WAYFINDING - ODOT SPECIAL PROJECTS &
RESEARCH

to develop an intuitive cohesive wayfinding

strategy for Central Ohio Greenways that both

unifies the region’s network and celebrates its

diverse communities.



THANK YOU!

MELINDA VONSTEIN, AICP

Central Ohio Greenways Program Manager
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

1:614.233.4222

Mvonstein@morpc.org

MORPC
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