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The federal budget, and the funding opportunities created through the passage of legislation like 

the Infrastructure bill, the Inflation Reduction Act, and the CHIPS and Science Act have created a 

huge opportunity for communities to compete for significant federal funding dollars.

As the first step, the Partnership team joined a group of statewide partners, the Ohio Grants 

Alliance to work with regional economic development partners around the state on projects of 

statewide significance.

At the Partnership, we created the Control Tower Structure for our regional effort:

• Understand what grants our local partners are currently pursuing and providing support

• Identify other potential federal funding opportunities that could benefit our region 

• Supporting our local industries’ efforts to participate in this new arena.

Federal Funding War Room
We convened a group last summer to discuss historic opportunities. 



20

• With the strong support of Central Ohio’s business community, we’ve 
convened four meetings of community and business leaders. These have 
been robust conversations about how federal funding can help transform our 
region. 

• The Control Tower:

• Tracking 34 federal grant applications (various stages, with 14 
submitted for consideration)

• Provided support to applications (letters of support, funding partners, 
capital match)

• Led the effort on the recent CHIPS Technology Hub RFI for the region 
in partnership with MORPC

The Columbus Region Federal Funds Initiative

We’ve continued the conversation and are making progress on the process.
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Opportunity

• US Department of Commerce Minority Business Development Agency – MBDA Capital 

Readiness Application

• Up to $3M over 4 years to expand outreach in the community through advisory and technical 

assistance for underserved entrepreneurs – both to find and support these entities who are part 

of Rev1 programming

Control Tower Assistance

• Provided match money for the grant, along with a support letter

• Connected Rev1 with an expanded network of banks and credit unions to build support and 

funding for the match

Status

• Application submitted / Award notifications expected Q3 2023

• Control Tower and Rev1 are discussing other grant applications under consideration 

Grant Highlight: Rev1
Using our networks and resources, we helped Rev1 enhance their efforts.
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• Ohio Grants Alliance Tool

• CHIPs Update

Control Tower Update 
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OGA Grant Tool
We want to share this tool with our regional elected officials.

We ask that you keep us updated on your federal funding efforts so we can assist, as needed. 
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CHIPs Hubs Update
We expect the NOFO to drop within the next few days. 

We will need help from our region to make this application a success. 
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• The Grants Opportunities Tool will be sent out in the MORPC Monthly 
Member Newsletter. It will be included in the Drive Investment section.

• If you have any questions about the information or the Control Tower 
structure, please contact Ann Aquillo, Director of Federal Funding Initiatives, 
at ann@annaquilloconsulting.com or at (614) 641-6068.

• Please keep us updated on your federal grants efforts so we can track 
pending applications and let us know how we can be helpful in your pursuit 
of these opportunities. 

Summary

We can work together to improve our funding applications and to win more of these 
resources for our region. 

mailto:ann@annaquilloconsulting.com


Thank you
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