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REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA 
(RSA) SUB-COMMITTEE

• Mike Shelton, OSU Sustainability 

Institute - Chair

• Erin Beck, City of Columbus

• Elizabeth Ellman, City of Bexley

• Emily Goliver, City of Dublin

• Kristy Hawthorne, Licking Soil and Water 

Conservation District

• Tom Johnson, Village of Somerset

• Scott Perry, SWACO 

• Quentin Platt, City of Mount Vernon 

• Connor Robb, Franklin County Emergency 

Management Agency



2025 – 2028 REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENDA (RSA)

• Guiding document for 

sustainability-focused 

programming and 

framework for members 

and regional partners to 

align around common 

goals. 

• Goals, objectives, and 

strategies that contribute 

to quality of life in the 

region. 

• Updated every four 

years. 

Improve air quality 

and reduce climate 

change impacts

Protect and restore 

natural resources

Advance healthy, 

connected, and safe 

communities

Advance sustainable and equitable 

economic growth and development
Create communities that are aware, 

prepared and resilient to climate impacts
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THE RSA PROVIDES THE FRAMEWORK 
FOR SUSTAINABLE2050 

• 39 MORPC members making a collective impact on quality of life in Central Ohio.

• Benefits include member recognition, peer exchange, and technical assistance. 
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REGIONAL 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA
MISSION AND VISION 

MISSION: The Regional Sustainability Agenda (RSA) unites Central Ohio 
and its communities through shared goals, fostering collaboration, education, 
and innovation to ensure that sustainability benefits are accessible to all and 
drive lasting prosperity. To advance these goals, MORPC convenes regional 
events and fosters ongoing conversations that inspire coordinated efforts 
and measurable progress in sustainability. 

VISION: We envision a healthier, more resilient, and prosperous region – 
where public health is safeguarded, natural resources are conserved, 
communities are connected, and economic opportunities are sustainable. 
Our goal is a thriving future where people, nature, and the economy flourish, 
enhancing the quality of life for all.
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PROCESS: THE RSA SUB-
COMMITTEE MET 7 TIMES 
IN THE PAST YEAR

• Reviewed, discussed, 

and updated goals, 

objectives, and 

strategies. 

• Drafted a mission and 

vision statement. 

• Reviewed and 

incorporated input into 

the draft.  

Phase 1: Phase 2: Phase 3: 

• Created draft RSA for 

distribution to 

members and 

stakeholders.

• Hosted webinar and 

created survey for a 3-

week comment period. 
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CONSIDERATIONS

 Align with or enhance existing plans – Such as MORPC’s 

MTP, Regional Trail Vision, and the Central Ohio Climate 

Action Plan. 

 Offer something for everyone – Includes interests and 

priorities from across the 15-county region to encourage 

participation from local governments of all sizes and 

capabilities. 

 Consider Leaders Listen survey – MORPC’s Leaders 

Listen Sustainability Survey offers actionable insights. 
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LEADERS LISTEN 
SUSTAINABILITY SURVEY

PRIORITY ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTMENTS IDENTIFIED: 

1. Conserve greenspaces and waterways

2. Improve water quality

3. Expand waste reduction and diversion

4. Improve air quality 

5. Expand wind and solar electricity generation 

6. Increase the number of electric vehicle charging stations

Across demographics and geographic areas, there is a collective call for 
more investment in greenspaces and water conservation activities which 
would enhance regional air and water quality. 
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RSA GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Goal 5: Create 
communities that are 
aware, prepared, and 

resilient to climate 
impacts.

Objectives
5.1 Increase preparedness for extreme 
weather events. 
5.2 Increase community resilience to 
flooding, severe weather, and extreme 
temperatures. 
5.3 Create more resilient infrastructure 
and buildings.

  

 Framework of 5 goals, 24 

objectives, and 134 

strategies. 

 New - Goal 5 proposed. 

 3 new objectives to 

recognize the role of 

agriculture in shaping our 

environment, quality of 

life, and economy.  
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NEXT STEPS

Form working group to update Sustainable2050 certification process

Create resource guide to support implementation 



Thank you!

Brandi Whetstone, LEED Green Associate

Sustainability Director

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4174 

bwhetstone@morpc.org

mailto:bwhetstone@morpc.org
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