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DATA DAY 2026: Call for Proposals
Deadline: November 14th, 2025

The Regional Data Advisory Committee (RDAC) is organizing the 4" annual Data Day event. Data Day brings together
Central Ohio’s data creators, innovators, analysts, and end users to share their experiences, tools, analyses, and
creative projects that are advancing data in the region. By fostering connections and collaboration, the event
facilitates existing data communities’ ability to benefit the region’s human and technological capabilities. This
notification requests session proposals for Data Day 2026. Proposed sessions should reflect the identified theme for
the event:

People + Data = Inspired Futures

In response to popular demand from last year’s event attendees, preference will be given to proposals which include
significant aspects of either: (1) the use of GIS in planning and decision making, (2) findings or results from local
social science research or government/nonprofit program evaluation.

Data Day 2026 will be held at Columbus State Community College’s (CSCC) Workforce Development Center on
Tuesday, February 10, 2026, from approximately 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM). All sessions should anticipate being roughly
forty-five (45) minutes in length and include a significant amount of time for audience engagement and/or Q&A.

Below are detailed requirements for submitting a session proposal. All proposed sessions should be submitted
through the Data Day 2026 Submission Form. Submittals will need to include a working title and sessions description

(for use in promotional materials), a longer abstract and information regarding intended audience and session
outcomes. Data Day 2026 seeks to facilitate engaging, practical sessions. All proposals must explain how the
presenters will engage the audience and outline the session’s main objectives or takeaways.

Thank you for your interest in Data Day 2026. We look forward to your contribution and to the continued growth of
the Central Ohio data community.

Sincerely,

RDAC and the Data Day Working Group

William Murdock, AICP Chris Amorose Groomes Ben Kessler Laurie Jadwin
Executive Director Chair Vice Chair Secretary

e


https://forms.office.com/r/4fVeFbCddA

Applicant Name and Contact
The name and primary contact information of the person submitting the proposal. This individual will serve as the
main point of contact for communications related to the proposal and the event.

Session Title (limit: 10 words)
A concise, informative title for promoting the session in the event brochure. The title should clearly convey the main
topics or purpose of the session.

Session Objectives (limit: 20 words each)
Describe up to three objectives for the session. What will the audience gain, learn and/or nurture through attending
your presentation?

Session Description (limit: 100 words)

This description will appear in promotional materials and the event brochure. It should answer: “Why should |
attend this session?” It must include the intended audience and the session’s main takeaways or objectives. You may
also describe relevant subject matter, data types, software, or skills that will be discussed or demonstrated.

Session Abstract (limit: 300 words)

Provide a detailed summary of the session, including how it connects to the event theme. Describe the session’s
format, content, topics, intended audience, and expected outcomes. Include any presentation technologies or
elements that will be used, such as slides, audience surveys, interactive data visualizations, or handouts if applicable.

Session Speakers and Affiliations
List all speakers/presenters and their primary organizational affiliations.

Session Technical Skill Level
None — Novice — Intermediate — Expert

Session Audience
Select which types of attendees will benefit from the session:

e Decision-makers

e Data professionals

e Subject-matter experts
e Other

Audience Engagement and Participation (limit: 100 words)
Explain how the speakers plan to engage the audience and encourage participation throughout the session.




