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ON TRAILS

7 Practices of Healthy Trail Towns

A Trail Town is a community through which a trail
passes that supports trail users with services,
promotes the trail to its residents, and embraces
the trail as a resource to be protected and
celebrated.

--North Country Trail Coalition (adapted)
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TRAIL TOWN FRAMEWORK

October 2023 Develop a Central Ohio Trail Town

Central Ohio Trail Town Framework and regional initiative that
Framework Expansion: will:

Considering the Needs of Urban
and Suburban Communities

* Support local quality of life by
addressing active transportation
options for residents

e Make communities more walkable
and bikeable to maximize trail user
visits and trail user spending.

e

Marketing & Community & Economic Infrastructure Wayfinding Art, Culture, &
Communications Business Catalysts Placemaking
Engagement
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DRAFT: Trail Town Pilot Program Overview

Pilot Cohort Activities Timeline Partner

Trail Town ldentity Builder
Workshop Jan- Feb Designing Local (Cycling Guide)

‘ Trail Town Badge Mar - Apr Experience Columbus

‘ Outdoor Trails Pass Feb - April Experience Columbus
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—f-@ ‘ StoryMap Development Mar - Apr Designing Local (Cycling Guide)
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., e ‘ grail Town Swag Online May - June Experience Columbus
D ¢ hop

Marketing & Promotional July - Nov Consultant or MORPC C&E
Materials

_———— July - Nov MORPC Technical Assistance

‘ Trail Friendly Business Program
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. Ambassador Training Nov - Dec Consultant or MORPC C&E




GATEWAYS OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

A Gateway of Regional Significance is a premier trailhead located
along a Trail of Regional Significance that serves as the welcoming
entry point into a community from the trail.

It encourages community gathering, offers access to the regional
outdoor recreation and transportation network, and safely connects
trail users to a nearby trail town, activity center, mobility hub, and/or
multimodal transportation options, including transit.

Gateways provide comprehensive amenities that support a safe,
comfortable, and engaging experience—encouraging exploration and
inspiring trail users of all ages and abilities.

As prominent sites for placemaking, public art, and expressions of
community identity, they celebrate the unique character of each place
and stand as visible symbols of local pride.
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Trailheads meet the definition of a Gateway of Regional
Significance if they have all the feature requirements associated with
a premier trailhead available within a 1.5 -mile low stress walk or bike
ride and a variety of amenities that accumulate a total score worth at
least 50 points*.
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