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CENTRAL OHIO IS GROWING 
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• Central Ohio’s Growth & Private Investments

• Growing by 600,000 by 2050 to a region of 3M

• Over a dozen projects of $1B or more

• Columbus Dispatch-MORPC Leaders Survey

• Emphasized Economic Development Concerns

• Capacity of Local Communities

• Readiness of Businesses & Workforce

• Desire to Respond to Region’s Growth

• Strong Response on Housing

• Significant Need and Opportunity in Housing

• Data & Studies provide Clear Feedback

• Local Community Capacity is Strained

• Need for Cross-Disciplinary Approach

PROJECTS OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE





HOUSING DEMAND > SUPPLY

The Columbus Region was building 

significantly more housing 20+ years ago, 
but struggled to keep pace with growth.
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FEWER HOUSING UNITS AVAILABLE IN CENTRAL 
OHIO
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HOUSING PRICES ARE RISING FASTER 
THAN INCOME IN THE MORPC REGION

Sources: Derived from Columbus Realtors annual MLS data, ACS 5-year Estimates

Notes: Values are not adjusted for inflation. Weighted average sale price reflects sales in the MLS footprint within MORPC 15-county region.



The Central Ohio Regional Housing Strategy sets forth a bold vision: 
A future where growth and recovery help realize more equity among 

Central Ohioans, not less.

Housing—where it’s built or maintained, who it’s for, and how it’s 
priced—can be a platform to achieve this vision.

www.morpc.org/rhs

http://www.morpc.org/rhs


HEALTHY HOUSING 
MARKETS

A mix of housing types and 
price points to rent and own



CENTRAL OHIO 
HOUSING EFFORTS

• Central Ohio’s local governments have taken 

significant action on housing since 2020

• The communities and plans included on the 

map represent a fraction of all recent studies, 

reforms and planning efforts

• Urban, suburban and rural areas have all 

engaged in planning to meet the region’s 

future housing needs

• Have yet to reach the volume or diversity of 

new housing unit production approaching 

regional stakeholders’ targets



REGIONAL HOUSING COALITION



RESPONDING TO THE REGION’S HOUSING NEEDS



MORPC’S RESPONSE TO THE 
REGION’S HOUSING CRISIS

 Data, Population, & Mapping Info

 Policy Advocacy – New Technical 

Assistance Funds

 Policy Briefs with Glenn College

 Rural Forums

 Webinars with CURA & Other 

Regional Partners

 Summer Intern Program

 Co-created the National Regional 

Association’s Housing Section

 Community-Based Planning 

Assistance

 Regional Housing Strategy Toolkit  Convening Local Leaders on Housing



DATA, MAPPING, & STRATEGY TOOLS

 Mapping and data tools are essential for local governments, helping inform 

better planning, decision-making, and resource management. We specialize in 

making spatial data accessible and easy to use through a variety of platforms 

and technologies.



COMMUNITY-BASED 
PLANNING ASSISTANCE

 Respond to community needs with a wide- range 

assistance program

 Help communities envision and plan for their 

future

 Complement existing MORPC support services

 Enable the region shared growth

An umbrella community assistance program - 

designed to provide a one-stop shop for MORPC 

member communities to access planning support and 

resources.



COMMUNITY-BASED 
PLANNING ASSISTANCE IS… 

 
DIRECT HELP FOR LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES ON HOUSING

Active Transportation 

Planning, Land Use 

Planning

Bicycle, Pedestrian & 

Trails Planning

Short-term staffing 

support to fill gaps, 

free-up staff time, or 

bring on additional 

expertise

Streamline RFP process 

by prequalifying 

consultants and 

standardizing RFPs

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM

PLANNER POOL 
PROGRAM

CONSULTANT SERVICE 
PROGRAM



Jessica M. Kuenzli

Chief Regional Planning Officer

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4152

jkuenzli@morpc.org 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 Columbus, OH 43215 

mailto:jkuenzli@morpc.org
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