
CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS
P

R
O

JE
C

T 
O

F
 R

E
G

IO
N

A
L 

S
IG

N
IF

IC
A

N
C

E
PROJECT
PROFILE

The Central Ohio Greenways Regional Vision Map shows 
existing and envisoined trails in the 15-county region 
(above left). Cyclist riding on a shared-use path (above).

Ten years ago, the Central Ohio Greenways (COG) program was formalized within MORPC to unify a growing 
movement rooted in decades of trail-building leadership from Metro Parks, local governments, and community 
champions. Today, that movement has evolved into a bold, regional Vision: over 1,000 miles of interconnected 
trails across 15 counties, linking neighborhoods, parks, cultural landmarks, and small towns. 

Lead Agency:	  
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC)

Partner Agencies: 
Columbus & Franklin County Metro Parks, Franklin 
County Engineer’s Office, Experience Columbus, 
Local governments in MORPC’s 15 county area

Program Pillars:	  
Sustainable & Efficient Economic Growth; 
Infrastructure Planning & Implementation; 
Economic Resilience

Project Contact: 
Melinda Vonstein, Greenway Lead, MORPC
mvonstein@morpc.org

Project Benefits: 

•	 Supports economic development by attracting 
local businesses, visitors and boosting property 
values.

•	 Promotes green infrastructure - MORPC’s 
Greenways Planning Studio, part of the COG 
vision, helps turn more trail ideas into action. By 
connecting people to parks, green spaces and 
transit, trails elevate the social return of invest-
ment from development initiatives.

•	 Advances economic resilience - trails help man-
age stormwater, reduce heat, and offer clean 
transportation options.

•	 Supported by 15 counties. The COG Advisory 
Council has launched multiple initiatives foster-
ing a culture that places nature and outdoor ex-
periences at the heart of Central Ohio’s identity.

Estimated Cost:	  
In Franklin County alone, the Vision is expected to 
cost >$200 million

Jobs Supported:	  
Connects neighborhoods to job centers
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