PASSENGER RAIL

west Connect is a proposed inter-state route that will connect Pittsburgh to Chicago through Columbus and

route connecting Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati, and Dayton. Both projects were selected as part
of the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program
in 2023 and completed Step 1 of the program, which includes a feasibility study and preliminary planning.

Central Ohio is poised to be a hub for the Midwest, and two passenger rail lines can make that possible. Mid-

Fort Wayne. By 2040, there will be an estimated 3 million more people along the route. 3C+D is the proposed
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Supports new access to transit for Central Ohio.
Both Midwest Connect and 3C+D will plan and
implement passenger rail service, which includes
coordination with host railroads, safety improve-
ments at existing crossing, and design and con-
struction of new stations and transit-supportive
infrastructure to access the rail services.

Encourages sustainable and climate-resilient tech-
nologies. Beyond clean fuel technology, passenger
rail offers an alternative to driving, decreasing con-
gestion and fuel emissions from single-occupancy

vehicles on the roadway.

Highly supported by residents. A 2024 Transporta-
tion Preference Survey conducted by ODOT shows
that 78.4% of Ohioans reported that improving the
state rail network is important.

Rendering of proposed rail station at the Greater Columbus

Convention Center.
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