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1. Executive Summary
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The central Ohio region is changing at a strong rate. This document—

the Regional Fact Book provides a glimpse of the critical phenomenon

acting across the seven counties of Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking,

Madison, Pickaway and Union. It looks at historical trends as well as

projections for the future.

The information contained herein provides a baseline of information for

the Regional Growth Strategy project and highlights the increased

interrelationships and interdependence of local communities and how more

than ever, change in one community can impact another—both positively

and negatively.

This document also makes it clear that there is no single, obvious

“driver” for what is happening in the region, rather it is the accumulation of

thousands of decisions—some local, some state or federal, some private—

that are fundamentally changing the face of the region.
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This book is a compendium of existing data and maps about the central

Ohio region. The existing conditions and trends documented in this report

provide a starting point for discussions about the future of the region as the

seven counties cooperatively formulate their Regional Growth Strategy.

Whenever possible, the conditions and trends are compared with

REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY

Regional Connections encompasses:

� Seven counties

� 21 cities

� 116 townships

� 59 villages

� 1,580,000 people
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other regions in Ohio and throughout the country to provide understanding

and context for what is happening in central Ohio. It is divided into ten

chapters including this one. The following chapters include population,

employment and income, land use and development, transportation, diversity

and social equity, housing, education and workforce, economy, and

downtown Columbus.

The data used herein have been collected from a variety of resources

including the U.S. Census Bureau, MORPC, the Greater Columbus Chamber

of Commerce, and the Texas Transportation Institute, among others. Reports

and articles such as Beyond Merger, A Competitive Vision for the Regional

City of Louisville, by the Brookings Institution Center on Urban and

Metropolitan Policy and Ohio Metropatterns by the Metropolitan Area

Research Corporation were valuable resources for comparative information

on similar regions. MORPC prepared thematic maps to illustrate some of the

key trends affecting the region.

�	���
���������

The study area for the Regional Growth Strategy--is the central Ohio

region. Throughout this document references are also made to the City of

Columbus, Columbus Central City, and downtown. All are described below.

The Central Ohio Region

The central Ohio region--also referred to as “the region” is the subject of

this book. It is comprised of the following seven counties: Delaware,

Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, and Union. The 3,577

square mile region had a population of 1,581,066 in 2000.

Land Area in Square Miles by

County, 2000

(Source: MORPC)

County
Land Area in
Square Miles

Delaware 442

Fairfield 505

Franklin 540

Licking 686

Madison 465

Pickaway 502

Union 437

Central Ohio Region 3,577
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The City of Columbus

The city of Columbus was founded in 1812 and has served as the state

capital since 1816. The city has gradually grown into the most populous city

in the state of Ohio with a population of 711,470 (over 45 percent of the

region’s total population).

This population growth has been facilitated by the city's tremendous

land area expansion. Annexation has enabled the city to grow from

approximately 40 square miles in 1950 to approximately 220 square miles

today. The majority of the growth took place between 1950 and 1975 when

the city reached a size of 173 square miles.

City of Columbus Square Mileage and Population, 1950-2000

(Source: City of Columbus Planning Division)

Year Approximate Square Miles Total Population

1950 42 375,901

1960 93 471,316

1970 146 540,025

1980 186 564,871

1990 201 632,910

2000 220 711,470

City of Columbus Annexations 1950-2000

(Source: City of Columbus Dept. of Development)
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Columbus Central City

Although theCity of Columbushas been growing substantially through
annexation, the original 1950 boundary representswhat is commonly
referred to asColumbuscentral city. Thecentral city isuniquefrom the
balanceof theCity of Columbusbecauseof avariety of reasons including its
urban quality and demographic makeup.

City of ColumbusPre-1950
(Source: MORPC)
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Growth in thecentral Ohio region has been amixed blessing. Some
communitiesdecry the lossof rural character and the decline of once vibrant
main streets to the “exit ramp economy” of the80’sand 90’s, whileothers
tout theeconomic prosperity and quality of life enjoyed in suburban and
exurban enclaves. Thebullets below highlight key facts and trends from
each chapter of thefact book.
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· Thecentral Ohio region has experienced marked population growth –
outpacing other regions in thestate– and will continue to do so for the
foreseeablefuture. Between 1990 and 2000, theregion’s population
grew by 15 percent exceeding that of the regions of Cincinnati (9%) and
Cleveland (3%). It is projected to grow by an additional 36 percent
between 2000 and 2030 for atotal population of 2,155,000.


