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ïRocky Fork Creek (HUC: 05060001-140 -120) 

 

I .  Introduction  

 
The purpose of the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Action Plan is to bring the community 

together to address water bodies within the watershed that are impaired and to protect areas 

that are meeting the Ohio EPA water quality standards. The goal is to restore and maintain 

physical and biological integrity of all water bodies within the watershed by 2010. This 

includes jurisdictional streams and wetlands. 

 

The Rocky Fork Watershed is a sub-watershed of Big Walnut Creek located in Franklin 

County, Ohio, within the townships of Plain, Jefferson, and Harlem; within the 

municipalities of New Albany and Gahanna; and within the City of Columbus, Ohio.  All of 

these jurisdictions fall within the MS4 definition for NPDES Stormwater Phase I or II 

regulations (F1-jurisdictional map).  The length of the mainstem of Rocky Fork Creek 

meanders 13.0 miles from the headwaters in Delaware County, Ohio, until it reaches the 

confluence with Big Walnut Creek in urban Gahanna.  This sub-watershed drains 

approximately 30 square miles.  

 

Two tributaries named Rose Run and Sugar Run are significant water sources to Rocky Fork 

Creek and are both located in Plain Township.  Rocky Fork Creek is being impacted 

primarily from run-off and siltation from increasing land development in the basin and from 

poorly treated sewage from failing Home Sewage Treatment Systems (HSTS) and several 

small package plants. According to Ohio EPA, Big Walnut TMDL, the biological 

communities in the upper part of Rocky Fork were performing as badly as or worse than at 

any time since the initial study in 1991 (Ohio EPA, 1992). Sugar Run and Rose Run were 

showing varying degrees of impact from land development in the New Albany area (Ohio 

EPA, Big Walnut Creek, TMDL). 

 

The lower section of the Rocky Fork Creek is designated as "Exceptional Warmwater 

Habitat (EWH) but is only partially in attainment due to degradation by urbanization.  Some 

of the sedimentary rock outcroppings along the sides of the Rocky Fork Creek are about 350 

million years old. They comprise a unique exposure, especially "ripple rock sandstone," 

prized and studied by geologists and valued by those who live near them because of their 

natural beauty. 

 

Big Walnut Creek is a major source of drinking water for the residents of the greater 

Columbus area. Rocky Fork drains into Big Walnut approximately 3 miles downstream of 

the intake of the City of Columbusô Hap Crimean Water Treatment Plant.  
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Park districts and land trust agencies in the Rocky Fork Watershed include the Jefferson 

Township Land Trust, the Plain / New Albany Park District, the Columbus & Franklin 

County Metropolitan Park District, the City of Columbus Recreation & Parks Department, 

and the City of Gahanna Parks & Recreation Department.  

 

It is the hope and goal of the Rocky Fork Watershed Protection Task Force and the Friends 

of the Big Walnut that the watershed's integrity may be preserved and, where impaired, may 

be restored and that once again an attainment of Exceptional Warmwater Habitat status will 

be achieved 

 

Table 1. Demographics of the Lower Big Walnut Creek Watershed. 

 

 U.S. Census 2000 2030 Projection 

Population 222,260 320,653 

Houses 99,419 143,350 

Jobs 109,578 198,408 

Age 141,958 (18-64 years old) 

  59,924 (under 18) 

  20,258 (65 and over) 

 

Education    32%  

earned college degrees 

 

Income Levels (average 

median household income) 

$47,958  

Race 71.3% White 

 

 

Source: 2000 US Census and MORPC 2030 projections from local long-range plans and 

reasonable regional growth forecasts. 
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Figure 1: Big Walnut Watershed Census Area (Source: MORPC). 
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Figure 2: 2000 Census Data. 
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Figure 3: 2000 Census Data. 
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Figure 4: Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Jurisdictions 
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Summary of Rocky Fork Watershed Protection Efforts Thus Far 

 

There are four watershed protection groups in the Lower Big Walnut Watershed: (1) the Friends of 

Alum Creek & Tributaries (FACT), who developed the Lower Alum Creek WAP; (2) the Friends of 

Blacklick Creek; (3) the Rocky Fork Creek Protection Task Force; and (4) the Friends of Big 

Walnut Creek.   The last three on the list have recently signed a memorandum of understanding to 

form one group ï Friends of the Big Walnut and Tributaries ï to work together to protect all of the 

streams. Many of the jurisdictions have developed plans that address water quality in the Rocky 

Fork Creek, including the Rocky ForkïBlacklick Accord Plan; Greenways: A Plan for Franklin 

County; the City of Columbus Comprehensive Plan; and the Gahanna Heartland Concept Plan.   

 

The Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Protection Task Force 

 

The Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Protection Task Force was formed in 1991 by Louise Smith and 

Al Harter to protect the creek from the impacts that the New Albany Company was creating during 

the construction and installation of a sewer line to enhance the New Albany Country Club. Formal 

complaints were filed with the OEPA alleging various violations of the Ohio Codes against the 

Jefferson Water and Sewer District for violations incurred by them in crossing Rocky Fork Creek at 

Clark State Road in Gahanna. 

Both cases resulted in settlements in which the New Albany Company paid $7500 and the 

Jefferson Water and Sewer District paid $1500, both of which formed the financial basis of the 

Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Protection Task Force. 

 

Since those early years, the group has been active in educational efforts within the watershed with 

citizens, school groups, developers and contractors to inform them of the best management practices 

to protect the creeks. When education and persuasion have failed the group has turned to the 

environmental authorities, resulting in fines for various violations 

 

Legally Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Protection Task Force was incorporated in Ohio on March 

16, 1994; received a 501 (c) 3 status from the IRS; has EIN # 31-1404203; has an Ohio Charter 

#866955 and Ohio registration #94-0319.  It's purpose is simple: ... to develop, guide, and 

implement a coordinated comprehensive and effective watershed protection and improvement plan 

for the Rocky Fork Creek watershed in Franklin and Delaware Counties in Ohio. On an average 

yearly basis it has from 55 to 65 paid members and formulates its yearly activities through its chair 

and executive board. At present most of the development, with its attendant erosion and sediment 

control activities, are in the New Albany area, and thus this area is closely monitored for 

compliance with the OEPA codes.  The Friends of Big Walnut Creek and the Rocky Fork Creek 

Watershed Protection Task Force are collaborating in the preparation of this Watershed Action Plan 

for Rocky Fork Creek (supported, in part, by a Watershed Coordinator Grant from ODNR). (Big 

Walnut Creek WAP) 
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II . Watershed Plan Development 

 
A. Watershed Group 

 

The Rocky Fork Creek watershed action plan was compiled by the Friends of Big Walnut Creek 

which includes partners from the following sectors of the community: watershed residents and large 

landowners, community organizations, local government, state government, educators, educational 

institutions, nongovernmental organizations, and the regulated community. Members of the 

Watershed Action Planning Team include those listed in Table 2. 

 

Table 2. Members of the Watershed Action Planning Team. 

Name Title  Affiliation  

Bryan Knowles Park Ranger Blendon Woods Metro Park 

Mark Converse Board Member Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Sandy Doyle-Ahern Environmental Division 

Manager 

EMH&T 

Mark Kelby Airport Planner Columbus Regional Airport 

Authority 

Jerry Iles Extension Agent OSU Extension, Watershed 

Management 

Michael Hooper Parks Development 

Coordinator 

City of Westerville Parks & 

Recreation 

Lynn Kelly Water Plants Coordinator City of Columbus 

Gary Hopkins Plant Manager Hap Cremean Water 

Treatment Plant 

Maureen Lorenz  Planning Manager Columbus Recreation & 

Parks 

Vince Mazeika Division of Surface Water Ohio EPA 

Erin Miller Greenways Program 

Manager 

Mid Ohio Regional 

Planning Commission 

Jeff Cox  Columbus Division of 

Sewers & Drains 

Frances Beasley Assistant Director of 

Environmental Policy & 

Planning 

City of Columbus 

Stephanie Suter Urban Conservationist Franklin SWCD 

Brad Westall Greenways Planner Columbus Recreation & 

Parks 

Natalie Farber  Ohio EPA 

Bob Kyle Board Member Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Tony Collins Director Gahanna Parks & 

Recreation 

Paul Kennedy Environmental, Safety & 

Health Supervisor 

Columbus Regional Airport 

Authority 

Thomas Hyatt  City of Westerville 
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James Krouse  City of Westerville 

Terry Emery Director of Service City of Gahanna 

Joel Allen  Village Engineer Village of Obetz 

Dan Binder Director of Watershed 

Programs 

The Ohio Environmental 

Council 

Bonnie Gard Zoning Administrator City of Gahanna 

Andrea Gorzitze Senior Education 

Coordinator 

Mid-Ohio Regional 

Planning Commission 

Al Harter Board Member Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Dr. Joe Bonnell Program Specialist OSU Extension 

Mike McNutt Past Watershed Coordinator Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Anne Baird Extension Agent  OSU Extension 

Larry Korecko Division of Surface Water Ohio EPA 

Bill Resch Member Rocky Fork Creek 

Watershed Protection Task 

Force 

Rick Noss Board Member Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Ken McNutt Board Member Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Bob Bostard President Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Karen Kellar Board Member Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Bill Myers Board Member Friends of Big Walnut 

Creek 

Debra Mecozzi Deputy Administrator Village of New Albany 

Mike Mott Councilman Village of New Albany 

 

 

The mission of the Friends of Big Walnut Creek (FoBWC) is to protect and restore Big Walnut 

Creek and its tributaries for the mutual benefit of the human and natural communities and to 

enhance stewardship within the watershed through education, collaboration, monitoring, and 

community clean-up efforts. 

 

The FoBWC is established as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and is governed by a 9-member 

Board of Directors.  Decisions are made by the majority vote of the Board of Directors at monthly 

Board meetings. (See Appendix A: Bylaws) 

 

 

 

Plan Development Process and Public Involvement and Education 

 

The Friends of Big Walnut Creek have held two public meetings which revolved around the 

creation of the watershed action plan.  The first meeting was held on April 30, 2005 at the Whitehall 
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Community Center.  Twenty attendees were present at the meeting.  Bob Bostard, President, 

Friends of Big Walnut Creek, facilitated the meeting and began by discussing the purpose of the 

group and the watershed action plan.  The residents who came to the meeting asked questions about 

the ñstate of the watershedò and shared some experiences they have had with the creek.  The 

attendees also discussed concerns and issues that revolved around flooding, including the City of 

Columbusô plans to help those who live within the Big Walnut floodplain in Gould Park.  

 

The second public meeting was held on June 1, 2005 at the Gahanna Golf Course clubhouse.  

Thirty-three attendees were present and encompassed stakeholders and elected officials from all 

municipalities and townships within the watershed.  Others who were present were from the Ohio 

EPA, MORPC, watershed groups, and park districts.  The meeting began with each person sharing 

his or her personal hopes and aspirations for Big Walnut Creek, including what each would like to 

see done to preserve the integrity of the watershed.  Later in the meeting, a ñstate of the watershedò 

was given in order to put everyone on the same page.  Subcommittees were set up to assist in the 

development of the plan, while the Friends of Big Walnut Creek will control the facilitation of the 

development.   

 

The ñLand Useò steering committee met twice.  The objective was to compile data from all of the 

jurisdictions within the watershed and create a readable narrative to compare the different zoning 

regulations, city/township codes and regulations, and floodplain regulations that affect water quality 

within the watershed.  The watershed coordinator compiled the data with input from this 

subcommittee.  

 

Seven sub-watershed planning meetings were held to address the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed and 

the corresponding water quality impairments.  Since July 2005, many stakeholders from the 

municipalities and townships have attended the meetings and participated in the development of this 

plan.  This process has included crucial information that has been instrumental in creating 

recommendations to address the issues facing the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed. 

 

The Rocky Fork Creek WAP was put on hold in 2005 as the group turned their focus to the Lower 

Big Walnut Creek WAP.  In 2007 Friends of Big Walnut Creek, The Rocky Fork Protection Task 

Force, and Friends of Blacklick Creek voted to join together into a single group, Friends of Big 

Walnut Creek & Tributaries.  During this time they also asked to be released from the ODNR 319 

grant for finishing the Rocky Fork Creek WAP and developing a WAP for Blacklick Creek.  The 

group approached Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) to see if they were 

interested in taking over the grant and completing these two plans.   MORPC agreed and assumed 

the grant in the summer of 2007.  In October of the same year they hired David Rutter as the new 

Watershed Coordinator tasked with finalizing the Rocky Fork Creek WAP and developing the 

Blacklick Creek WAP.   

 

Two additional meetings of the planning group were held in December of 2007 and January of 

2008.  All of those listed in Table 2 were invited to attend.  Those who attended are listed in Table 

3.  The groupôs primary focus was to become reacquainted with the TMDL report and develop 

action items that were specific to impairments identified in that report. 
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Table 3.  Watershed Action Planning Team 2007. 

Name Title  Organization 

David Rutter Watershed Coordinator MORPC 

Bob Kyle Board Member FoBWC & Tribs 

Larry Korecko Division of Surface Water Ohio EPA 

Cathy Gray Zoning Inspector Plain Township 

Joe Bonnell Program Director 

Community Based 

Watershed Management 

OSU Extension 

Kyle Wilson Riparian Conservation Franklin SWCD 

Bill Resch Board Member  FoBWC & Tribs 

Mark Converse Board Member FoBWC & Tribs 

Dan Binder Board Member FoBWC & Tribs 

Maureen Lorenz Planning Manager City of Columbus 

Recreation & Parks 

Terry Emery Director City of Gahanna Service 

Department 

Ellen Walker Township Administrator Jefferson Township 

Erin Miller Director, Center for Energy 

and the Environment 

MORPC 

Bill Dorman Assistant to Director of 

Public Service 

Village of New Albany 

 

 

 

B. Outline of Plan Content 
 

The Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Action Plan (WAP) is a community driven plan that reflects the 

publicôs concerns and provides water quality data. The overall goal of the Rocky Fork Creek 

Watershed Action Plan is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical and biological integrity of 

Rocky Fork Creek. This Plan identifies the shared vision of Watershed residents, local government, 

state agencies and elected officials. 

 

The Watershed Action Plan provides a detailed picture of the Watershed and the project partners 

dedicated to protecting it. The Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Action Plan was developed to identify 

the issues facing the Watershed and to offer solutions and directions for the future. The goal is to 

bring all stream segments up to full water quality attainment and to maintain that status. The 

Watershed Action Plan is also a ñliving document,ò that will be updated on a regular basis, as 

additional information is available, to meet future needs of the Watershed. 

 

This Watershed Action Plan is organized to present information about FoBWC and the current 

condition of the waterbodies and watershed, followed by Goals and Actions/Objectives that have 

been identified in consultation with the governments, agencies and individuals listed above. The 

Watershed Action Plan also describes the plans for evaluating progress toward the goals, actions, 

and objectives and for periodic revisions of the Watershed Action Plan to incorporate additional 
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information and update the Actions/Objectives that will guide FoBWCôs watershed improvement 

and protection activities. 

 

C. Endorsement & Adoption 
 

MORPC will present the WAP to each of the six jurisdictions board of trustees or city/village 

councils for local endorsement after it has been endorsed by the state and federal EPA.  The 

endorsement of the Watershed Action Plan will be based upon each jurisdictionôs ability to accept 

and implement some or all of the recommendations put forth by the plan.  Some townships and 

municipalities within the watershed may adopt only certain portions of the plan.  We will further 

discuss resolutions for the jurisdictions by presenting the plan to personnel within the areas of 

development, utilities, and parks & recreation.  Once discussions have concluded, a presentation to 

city council about the plan will occur, with a vote by the council to adopt or endorse specific 

resolutions within the plan or the entire plan itself. 

 

D. Information & Education  
 

Education and information needs were identified for several of the issues being addressed in the 

plan from sediment erosion controls to agricultural BMPôs.  These needs are included in 

implementation of target strategies in section four of the action plan.  Many of these will be 

coordinated with Phase I and Phase II communitiesô Nonpoint Source (NPS) pollution education 

requirements. 

 

Publicity about the completion of the plan will be shared with local media outlets and will help get 

the word out to the residents of the watershed.  Public comment will be sought by posting the 

Watershed Action Plan on the MORPC website as well as hosting an open house in the watershed to 

present the plan to residents and providing a means for comment.  Ongoing activities by Mid-Ohio 

Regional Planning Commission in seeking endorsement of the plan by political jurisdictions will 

also provide opportunities to publicize the plan. 
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III.  Watershed Inventory 
 

A. Description of the Watershed 

 

Geological 

 

Rocky Fork Creek has a gradient of 22.8 feet per mile. It follows a course that closely approximates 

the margin of the Wisconsin Glaciers. The creek bottom is composed of various bedrocks, 

especially Ohio Shale, Siltstone, and Berea Sandstone which is overlain by glacial till and drift from 

both the Wisconsin and Illinoisan glaciers. Figure 5 shows the general topography of the Rocky 

Fork Watershed. 

 

Rocky Fork Creek contains rocks that record two distinct intervals of geologic history.  The older, 

the Mississippian, is the story of a shallow sea and abundant sediments derived from the young 

Appalachian Mountains; Rocky Fork contains the most complete record of these events in central 

Ohio and is internationally known for flow rolls and ripple marks in the Berea Sandstone.  The 

younger, the Pleistocene, is the story of glacial advances and retreats. Because Rocky Fork sits near 

the former edge of the glaciers, it is well-known for its record of glacial variations (The Rocks of 

Rocky Fork and Their Geologic Significance, Lawrence A. Krissek, Associate Professor, 

Department of Geology & Mineralogy, The Ohio State University). 

 

The majority of soil located throughout this area is Bennington Silt Loam with 0% to 6% slopes. 

Most of the soils are classified as somewhat poorly drained followed by very poorly drained (see 

Figure 6). This soil type is best suited for vegetation that is tolerant of wetness, and it is often 

farmed.  Row crops, small grains, pasture land, and hay and other cash crops are best suited for 

agricultural farming for these soil types (Franklin County Soil Survey).  The upper stretches of the 

sub-watershed still maintain a rural setting with urban advancement ensuing.  Agricultural 

production, cattle, horse farms, and residential development populate this changing area.  

Pathogens, siltation, nutrients, ammonia, habitat alterations, and metals compose the list of 

pollutants that adversely affect the quality of water within this watershed (Ohio EPA, Big Walnut 

Creek, TMDL). 
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Figure 5: Topography of the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed 
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Figure 6: Rocky Fork Soil Drainage Classes 


