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T Rocky Fork Creek (HUC: 05060001140-120)

|. Introduction

The purpose of the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Action Plan is to bring the community
together to address wataodies within the watershed that are impaired and to protect areas
that are meeting the Ohio EPA water quality standards. The goal is to restore and maintain
physical and biological integrity of all watbodies within the watershed by 2010. This
includesjurisdictional streams and wetlands.

The Rocky Fork Watershed is a switershed of Big Walnut Creek located in Franklin
County, Ohio, within the townships of Plain, Jefferson, and Harlemnthin the
municipalities of New Albany and Gahanmad within tke City of Columbus, Ohio. All of
these jurisdictions fall within the MS4 definition for NPDES Stormwater Phase | or Il
regulationgF1-jurisdictional map) The length of the mainstem of Rocky Fork Creek
meanders 13.0 miles from the headwaters in Dela@aumty, Ohio, until it reacheghe
confluence with Big Walnut Creek in urban Gahanna. Thisngatiershed drains
approximately 30 square miles.

Two tributaries named Rose Run and Sugar Rersignificant water sourcés Rocky Fork
Creek and are botlo¢ated in Plain Township. Rocky Fork Creek is being impacted
primarily from rurroff and siltation from increasing land development in the basin and from
poorly treated sewage from failing Home Sewage Treatment Systems (HSTS) and several
small package plas. According to @io EPA, Big Walnut TMDL, the biological

communities in the upper part of Rocky Fork were performing as badlyworse tharmat

any time since the initial study in 1991 (Ohio ERA92). Sugar Run and Rose Run were
showing varying deges of impact from land development in the New Albany area (Ohio
EPA, Big Walnut Creek, TMDL).

The lower section of the Rocky Fork Crdasklesignated as "Exptonal Warmwater

Habitat (EWH)butis only partially in attainmentueto degradation by urbaration. Some

of the sedimentary rock outcroppings along the sides of the Rocky Fork Creek are about 350
million years old. They comprise a unique exposure, especially "ripple rock sartistone

prized and studied byeologists and valued by those who liventhem because of their

natural beauty.

Big Walnut Creek is a major source of drinking water for the residents of the greater
Columbus area. Rocky Fork drains into Big Walnut approximately 3 miles downstream of

the intake of t he nmeanWatenolfeatrteotlPlamnb usdé Hap Cri
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Park districts and land trust agencies in the Rocky Fork Watershed include the Jefferson
Township Land Trust, the Plain / New Albany Park District, the Columbus & Franklin
County Metropolitan Park District, the City of ColuntbRecreation & Parks Departmgent
and the City of Gahanna Parks & Recreation Department.

It is the hope and goal of the Rocky Fork Watershed Protection Task Force and the Friends
of the Big Walnut that the watershed's integrity may be preservedvhaceimpaired may
berestored and that once again an attainment of Exceptional Warmwater Habitat status will
be achieved

Table 1 Demographics of the Lower Big Walnut Cre&Watershed

U.S. Census 2000 2030 Projection
Population 222,260 320,653
Houses 99419 143,350
Jobs 109,578 198,408
Age 141,958 (1864 years old)

59,924 (under 18)
20,258 (65 and over)

Education 32%
earned college degrees
Income Levels (average $47,958
median household income)
Race 71.3% White

Source:2000US Censusind MORPC 2030 projections from local lomgnge plans and
reasonable regional growth forecasts.



Figure 1: Big Walnut Watershed Census Area (Source: MORPC).
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Figure 2: 2000 Census Data

2000 Census: SF3
Big Walnut Watershed

Household Income Population: 222,260
Less than $10,000 6,457 7%  Househelds: 90,602
£10.000-$14 999 4614 5% Population in Povarty: 20,273 9%
$15.000-$19 999 4,640 5% Owner Occupied Houzaholds 52,331 58%
$20.000-524 999 6.055 7% Renter Occupiad Houszeholds 38,147 42%
$25,000-829 999 5,928 7%
$000:$3499 é62t 7% Education Levels (pop25 years+)
$35000-$399%% 5,906 7% Neo School: 698 0%
$40,000-$44 999 5.361 6% Fourth 6rade Level: 330 0%
£45 999-849 999 4 813 %, Sixth Grode Level: 784 1%
Eighth &rade Level: 2177 2%
- 7.
$60,000-$59.999 9,650 1 12th Grade (Ne Diplome 4696 3%
$60.000-574.999 10,955 12%  High School Diploma 44947 32%
$75,000-$99 999 9940 11%  College No Degree 32914 23%
$100,000-$124.99 4 400 5% Aszsociate Degree: 85894 6%
Bachelor Degree: 25287 18%
” 2 2%,
$125.000-$149.99 1915 = Mozter Degree: 7.606 5%
$150,000-$199.99 1547 2% Professional Degree: 2476 2%
$200,000 plus 1,800 2% Doctoral Degree: 833 1%
Income Statistics
Average Median Houschold Income 847958  Per Copita Income $23016
Autos Per Household
0 Cars 6403 7% 3Cars: 10014 1%
1Car: 34014 38% 4 Corz 2390 3%

2 -~ =

Worker Characteristics

Unemployed 4833 4%

Food: 13098 11%
Agriculture 294 0% Education and 18393 16%
Cenztruction 6581 6% Social:
Manufacturing 12278 10% Transportation 7660 7%
Wholesale: 5054 4% and Warchouse:
Retail: 17391 15% Publie 8386 7%
FIRE: 13181 1% Administation:
Prefessional 11330 10% Other: B161 49,
Information: 3624 3% Embsloviment

Housing Cost Characteristics Aviicage of adics G
Average of Median Rent $605 Occupied Houzing: $127 163

Prepared by:

Mid Ohio Ragional Planning Commizzion
285 Eazt Main Street/Colz OH
(P:(614) 228-2663 / F:(614)6211



Figure 3: 2000 Census Data.

b
2000 US Census Results: Population and Housing

Big Walnut Watershed

LOPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

2000
Total Pepulation 222140
Eroup Quarter Population (%5 oF INe 10! popuiaton) 1129 c8%
Male (% Male) 106808  481%
Femcie (% Female) 115,332 519%
White (% of Total Populotion) 128391 713%
African American (% of Total Populetion) 50473 227%
American Indian/Aleution (% of Total Populetion) 690 03%
Agien (% of Tote! Populetion) 5.109 23%
Other Race (1) (% of Total Populction) 7477 0%
Hispenic (% Hizpanic) 4 897 22%
Population Under 18 Years (% Under 18 Years 59924 270%
Population 5 Yeors ond Over (% ars and Over) 20258 1%
e
FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS
Total Familic= 58,094
Single Fathers (% Families w s ¢ 3803 65%
Single Mothers (% F 12925

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Total Housing Units 96 700
Totel Households (Voconcy Rete) 90467 6 4%
Heouseheldzs Occupied by Owners (% Owner Occupied 52541
Heouseholds Oceupied by Renters (% Renter Occupies 37926
Single Occupent Households (% Single Occupant 26,185 2 .
People Over 65 Years Living Alone (% Living Alone) 3992 29.6%
Averoge Houschold Size 246
Averoge Heusehold Size Owner Occupied Units 264
Averoge Houschold Size Renter Occupied Units 217

Netes 1) Other race includes population that counted themselves as multi-racal

Sources Prepered oy:
Source: US Census Bureay, 1950 Summary Tope File | Mid Chio Reglonal Planning Commission

Source: US Census Bureou, 2000 Summary File § 285 E Main 5t/ Colz O 4321
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Figure 4: Rocky Fork Creek Weershed Jurisdictions

ROCKY FORK WATERSHED
JURISDICTIONS
Legend
3 Focky Fork HUC 05060001-140-020
—— Streams
I Lakes
Columbus | Harlem Twp
B cshenna Jafterson Twp
New Albany Plan Twp
D County Boundary

o
-
N
E-N

Miles

The information shown on this map s compled
from various sources avalabie to us which weo
— believa o ba reliable

1 Greenways/ 2005 Big Walnut /Rocky Fork/
RF_jurie_140-020. mxd  Jan 2008
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Summary of Rocky Fork Watershed Protection EffinssFar

There are four watershed protection groups in the Lower Big Walnut Wate¢shee Friends of
Alum Creek & Tributaries (FACTwho developed the Lower Alum Creek WAR) the Friends of
Blacklick Creek (3) the Rocky Fork Creek Protection Task Foraed(4) the Friends of Big

Walnut Creek. The last three on the list have recently signed a memorandum of understanding to
form one group Friends of the Big Walnut antributariesi to work together to protect all of the
streamsMany of the jurisdictions have developed plans that address water quality in the Rock
Fork Creekincluding he Rocky ForkBlacklick Accord PlanGreenways: A Plan for Franklin

County, the Cityof Columbus Comprehensive Pjamdthe Gahanna Heartland Concept Plan.

The Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Protection Task Force

The Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Protection Task Force was formed in 1991 by Louisarfimith
Al Harter to protect the creek fiothe impacts that the New Albany Company was credatimigng

the construction and installation of a sewer line to enhance the New Albany COluttryFormal
complaints were filed with the OEPA alleging various violations of the Ohio Caghesst the
Jeferson Water and Sewer District for violations incurred by them in crossing RockyCreek at
Clark State Road in Gahanna.

Both cases resulted in settlements in which the New Albany Company paid $7500 and the
Jefferson Water and Sewer District paid $138dth of which formed the financial basis of the
Rocky Fork Creek Watershed Protection Task Force.

Since those early years, the group has been active in educational efforts within the wati¢nshed
citizens, school groups, developers and contractarddom them of the best managemerdctices
to protect the creeks. When education and persuasion have failed the graupddhto the
environmental authorities, resultiimgfines for various violations

Legally Rocky Fork Creek Watershed ProtectioskilBorce was incorporated in Ohio on March
16, 1994, received a 501 (c) 3 status from the IRS; has EINI#A@4203; has an Ohio Charter
#866955 and Ohio registration #9819. It's purpose is simple: ... to develop, guide, and
implement a coordinated cq@rehensive andffective watershed protection and improvement plan
for the Rocky Fork Creek watershedrranklin and Delaware Counties in Ohio. On an average
yearly basis it has from 55 to 65 pamembers and formulates its yearly activities throughhsrc
and executive board. At present most of the developmathtjts attendant erosion and sediment
control activities, are in the New Albany area, and thisarea is closely monitored for
compliance with the OEPA code$he Friends of Big Walnut Ce& and the Rocky Fork Creek
Watershed Protection Task Foacollaboratingn the preparation of thié/atershed Action Plan
for Rocky Fork Creeksupported, in part, by a Watershed Coordinator Grant from OD(BR)).
Walnut Creek WAP)
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Il . Watershed Phn Development

A. Watershed Group

The Rocky Fork Creek watershed action plan was compiled by the Friends of Big Walnut Creek
which includes partners from the following sectors of the community: watershed residents and large
landowners, community organtmans, local government, state government, educators, educational
institutions, nongovernmental organizatipasd the regulated community. Members of the

Watershed Action Planning Team inclutiese listed in Table 2.

Table 2. Members of the Watershedthm Planning Team.

Name

Title

Affiliation

Bryan Knowles

Park Ranger

Blendon Woods Metro Par

Mark Converse

Board Member

Friends of Big Walnut
Creek

Sandy DoyleAhern Environmental Division EMH&T
Manager
Mark Kelby Airport Planner Columbus Regional Aport
Authority
Jerry lles ExtensionAgent OSU Extension, Watershe
Management

Michael Hooper

Parks Development
Coordinator

City of Westerville Parks &
Recreation

Lynn Kelly

Water Plants Coordinator

City of Columbus

Gary Hopkins

Plant Manager

Hap Cremea Water
Treatment Plant

Maureen Lorenz

Planning Manager

Columbus Recreation &
Parks

Vince Mazeika

Division of Surface Water

Ohio EPA

Erin Miller Greenways Program Mid Ohio Regional
Manager Planning Commission
Jeff Cox Columbus Division of

Sewers & Dains

Frances Beasley

Assistant Director of
Environmental Policy &
Planning

City of Columbus

Stephanie Suter

Urban Conservationist

Franklin SWCD

Brad Westall

Greenways Planner

Columbus Recreation &
Parks

Natalie Farber

Ohio EPA

Bob Kyle Board Member Friends of Big Walnut
Creek
Tony Collins Director Gahanna Parks &

Recreation

Paul Kennedy

Environmental, Safety &
Health Supervisor

Columbus Regional Airport
Authority

Thomas Hyatt

City of Westerville
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James Krouse

City of Westerville

Terry Emery Director of Service City of Gahanna

Joel Allen Village Engineer Village of Obetz

Dan Binder Director of Watershed The Ohio Environmental
Programs Council

Bonnie Gard Zoning Administrator City of Gahanna

Andrea Gorzitze

Senior Education
Coordinator

Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission

Al Harter

Board Member

Friends of Big Walnut
Creek

Dr. Joe Bonnell

Program Specialist

OSU Extension

Mike McNutt PastWatershed Coordinatg Friends of Big Walnut
Creek

Anne Baird Extension Agent OSU Extension

Larry Koredo Division of Surface Water | Ohio EPA

Bill Resch Member Rocky Fork Creek
Watershed Protection Task
Force

Rick Noss Board Member Friends of Big Walnut
Creek

Ken McNutt Board Member Friends of Big Walnut

Creek

Bob Bostard

President

Friends of Big Walnut
Creek

Karen Kellar Board Member Friends of Big Walnut
Creek
Bill Myers Board Member Friends of Big Walnut

Creek

Debra Mecozzi

Deputy Administrator

Village of New Albany

Mike Mott

Councilman

Village of New Albany

The mission of the Friends of Big Whait Creek (FoBWC) is to protect and restore Big Walnut
Creek and its tributaries for the mutual benefit of the human and natural communities and to
enhance stewardship within the watershed through education, collaboration, monitoring, and
community clearup efforts.

The FOBWC is established as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and is govgraé&hiember
Board of Directors.Decisions are made by the majority vote of the Board of Directors at monthly

Board meetingqdSee Appendix A: Bylaws)

Plan Devéopment Procesand Public Involvemenand Education

The Friends of Big Walnut Creek have held two public meetings which revolved around the
creation of the watershed action plan. The first meeting was held on April 30, 2005 at the Whitehall
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Community Cater. Twenty attendeewere present at the meeting. Bob Bostard, President,

Friends of Big Walnut Creek, facilitated the meeting and began by disctissipgrpose of the

group and the watershed action plarhe residents who came to the meeting agkedtions about

the fistate of the watershedo and shared some e
attendees also discussed concerns and issues that revolved around,fiodduiggthe City of
Columbu$plarsto help those who live within thgig Walnut floodplain in Gould Park.

The second public meeting was held on June 1, 2005 at the Gahanna Golf Qdnlngess.

Thirty-three attendeewere present and encompasstatteholderand elected officialfrom all
municipalitiesandtownshipswithin the watershed. Othewghowere present were from the Ohio

EPA, MORPC, watershed groups, and park districts. The meeting began with each person sharing

his or hempersonal hopes and aspirations for Big Walnut Greekudingwhateachwould like to

see done to preserve the integrity of the wate
was given in order to put everyone on the same page. Subcommittees were set up to assist in the
development of the plan, while the Friends of Big Walbrgek will control the facilitation of the
development.

Theamd Useodo st ee rtwicegThe abjechve was ® eompile data from all of the
jurisdictions within the watersheahd create a readable narrative to compare the different zoning
regulations, city/township codes and regulations, and floodplain regulations that affect water quality
within the watershedThe watershed codinator compiled the data with input from this

subcommittee.

Seven sulwateshed planning meetings wereld toaddress the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed and

the corresponding water quality impairmeng&nceJuly 2005 many stakeholders from the

municipalities and townships have attended the meetings and participated in the development of this
plan. This process Bancludecdcrucial information that has been instrumental in creating
recommendations to address the issues facing the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed.

The Rocky Fork Creek WAP was put on hold in 2005 as the group turned their focus to the Lower
Big Walnut Crek WAP. In 2007 Friends of Big Walnut Creek, The Rocky Fork Protection Task
Force, and Friends of Blacklick Creek voted to join together into a single group, Friends of Big
Walnut Creek & TributariesDuring this time they also asked to be released thenODNR 319

grant for finishing the Rocky Fork Creek WAP and developing a WAP for Blacklick Creek. The
group approached Mi@®hio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) to see if they were
interested in taking over the grant and completing these two peIRPC agreed and assumed

the grant in the summer of 2007. In October of the same year they hired David Rutter as the new
Watershed Coordinator tasked with finalizing the Rocky Fork Creek WAP and developing the
Blacklick Creek WAP.

Two additional meeatgs of the planning group were held in December of 2007 and January of
2008. All of those listed in Table 2 were invited to attend. Those who attended are listed in Table
3. The grougs primary focus was to become reacquainted with the TMDL repoderelop

action items that were specific to impairments identified in that report.
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Table 3 Watershed Action Planning Team 2007

Name Title Organization
David Rutter Watershed Coordinator MORPC
Bob Kyle Board Member FoBWC & Tribs
Larry Korecko Division of Surface Water | Ohio EPA
Cathy Gray Zoning Inspector Plain Township
Joe Bonnell Program Director OSU Extension
Community Based
Watershed Management
Kyle Wilson Riparian Conservation Franklin SWCD
Bill Resch Board Member FoBWC & Tribs
Mark Con\erse Board Member FoBWC & Tribs
Dan Binder Board Member FoBWC & Tribs

Maureen Lorenz

Planning Manager

City of Columbus
Recreation & Parks

Terry Emery Director City of Gahanna Service
Department
Ellen Walker Township Administrator Jefferson Township
Erin Miller Director, Center for Energy| MORPC
and the Environment
Bill Dorman Assistant to Director of Village of New Albany

Public Service

B. Outline of Plan Content

TheRocky ForkCreek Watershed Action Plan (WAP) is a community driven plarréfiacts the
publicbébs concerns and provi desRookgFokCreefjual i ty d
Watershed Action Plan is to restore and maintain the chemical, physidaibéogical integrity of

Rocky ForkCreek. This Plan identifies the shared wisad Watershedesidents, local government,

state agencies and elected officials.

The Watershed Action Plan provides a detailed picture of the Watershed and thepprtjecs
dedicated to protecting it. THRocky ForkCreek Watershed Action Plan wadeveloped to identify
the issues facing the Watershed and to offer solutions and directighe fature. The goal is to
bring all stream segments up to full water quality attainment anhiotain that status. The
Wat ershed ActiondBPktamens, adpdaiedon ai@dulbaribasib, gs
additional information is availablég meet future needs of tNeatershed.

This Watershed Action Plan is organized to present information about FOBWC and the current
condition of the waterbodies amaitershed, followed by Goals and Actions/Objectivesiiaae
been identified in consultation with the governments, agencies and individualsbstesl The
Watershed Action Plan also describes the plans for evaluating progress towgdlsrecions,
and objectives and for periodic revisions of the Watershed Action Piaodiporate additional
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information and update the Actions/ Objectives
and protection activities.

C. Endorsement & Adoption

MORPC will present the WAP to each of the six jurisdictions board of trustees or city/village
councils for local endorsement after it has been endorsed by the state and federGBh&PA.

endor sement of the Watershed Act i abiitytPdceept wi | |
and implement some or all of the recommendations put forth by the plan. Some townships and
municipalities within the watershed may adopt only certain portions of the plan. We will further
discuss resolutions for the jurisdictions bygaeting the plan to personnel within the areas of
development, utilities, and parks & recreation. Once discussions have concluded, a presentation to
city council about the plan will occur, with a vote by the council to adopt or endorse specific
resolutiors within the plan or the entire plan itself.

D. Information & Education

Education and information needs were identified for several of the issues being addressed in the

plan fromsediment erosion controlséog r i ¢ u | t .uThesd neddldvaireGnsluded

implementation of target strategies in section four of the action plan. Many of these will be
coordinated with Phase | and Phase |1 communi't
requirements.

Publicity about the completion of the plan will §igared with local media outlets and will help get

the word out tdhe residents of the watershd@ublic comment will be sought by posting the

Watershed Action Plan on the MORPC website as well as hosting an open house in the watershed to
present the plato residents and providing a means for comme@mtgoing activities byid-Ohio

Regional Planning Commissiam seeking endorsement of the plan by political jurisdictions will

also provide opportunities to publicize the plan.
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Ill. Watershed Inventory

A. Description of the Watershed
Geological

Rocky ForkCreek has a gradient of 22.8 feet per nitléollows a course that closely approximates
the margin of the Wisconsin Glaciers. The creek bottom is composed of various bedrocks,
especially Ohio Shal&iltstone,and Berea Sandstone which is overlain by glacial till and drift from
both the Wisconsin anitlinoisan glaciers.Figure 5shows the general topography of the Rocky
Fork Watershed.

Rocky Fork Creek contains rocks that record two distinct iateref geologic history. The older,

the Mississippian, is the story of a shallow sea and abundant sediments derived from the young
AppalachiarMountains; Rocky Fork contains the most complete record of these events in central
Ohioand is internationally sownfor flow rolls and ripple marks in the Berea Sandstone. The
younger, the Pleistocene, is the story of glacial advances and rddexzase Rocky Fork sits near
the former edge of the glaciersis well-known for its record of glacial variation§i{e Rocks of

Rocky Fork and Their Geologic Significance, Lawrence A. Krissek, Associate Professor,
Department of Geology &lineralogy, The Ohio State Universjty

The majority of soil located throughout this area is Bennington Silt Loam #tto®% slopes.

Most of the soils are classified as somewhat poorly drained followed by very poorly drained (see
Figure 6) This soil type is best suited for vegetation that is tolerant of wetaeds is often

farmed. Row crops, small grains, pasture land, agéhd otheicash cropsirebest suited for
agricultural farming for these soil typésranklin County Soil Survey). The upper stretches of the
subwatershed still maintain a rural setting with urban advancement ensuing. Agricultural
production, cattle, ¢rse farms, and residential development populate this changing area.
Pathogens, siltation, nutrients, ammonia, habitat alterations, and metals compose the list of
pollutants that adversely affect the quality of water within this watershed (Ohio EPA, d&myiV
Creek, TMDL).
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Figure 5: Topography of the Rocky Fork Creek Watershed
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Figure 6: Rocky Fork Soil Drainage Classes
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